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week  publication  covering  the  wrestlim/wnrid*  !'  *  ls  an^fevery  three 

more  photos  and  more  news  than  this  ?  u  ^  general  issue  contains 

cut  back  in  order  to  include  reference  m^e^Tr  S°“?  things  have  bee" 
For  long-time  readers  T*d  1?^+^  +k  t?rial  from  the  Past  year, 
support.  The  list  of  correspondents  anfthi^  f°r  another  year  of 
publication  the  top  one  in  North  America  »muc  haVLhelped  make  this 
whose  names  should  appear  tat  won't  -fnnadiS<  endless .  There  are  many 
would  like  to  thank  S^ayuii  OsaSa  Terrv  Da?f  f asona-  However  I 
Mike  Pochuski.  Bob  Closson.  Roland’Messier  P»;o  £oog '  Ken  0nyschuk, 

Kevin  Hancer.  Dave  Creedon!  Kurt  Bro^n  ^^ek  Sousa  ^ete^ja^?.  D°Jf  • 
Berkeley,  Grant  Zwarych,  Jim  Ross,  Steve  Helwa^en  t  ^  d’  Jimmy 

Cook,  George  Wilkinson,  Ron  Dobratz  HaLo  n  Jr°e}  Rubin*  Jim 

I2I|  fs&:  SKfWiSi  jj S H > sft&^sra. 

^ic  Sherberg  and  so  many  others.  I  won?rt ’ oi  eni  • £X12  ’  ?errence  Malachek 

of  Mr.  Mike  who  has  gone  far  far  bevond  +hp  make  special  mentioi 

in  helping  out  this  publication  ,  •  Sali.of  duty  and  friendship 

me  withal"?  sorts  ol  photofand  inlormat  on^ove^  the^na^t^8  SUppliad 
As  you  can  read  elsewhere  in  thp  hnno-Hn  pa?^  bwo  years. 

Japan  in  early  December  and  would  like  to  thank  Koichi  Chnd°h  •  t0^vi 
Masayuki  Osada,  Haruo  Yamaguchi  Wallv  °x?hl  £d  hls  family, 

many  others  for  their  fn  Yamaguchi,  Jimmy  Suzuki  and 

never  had  to  eat  any  spiaach  and  knew^h?  ~v1SUre  1  nev.er  &ot  lost  and 
type  of  food,  to  eat  P  ’  and  kne*  »hl<=h  museums  to  visit  and  what 

S  regularsizeSdSUis°sue?hroSgh!yV28  Sges^anfcostlr^  Vnd  wiU  be 

sfis^ss.si?.**F5"sn.5j VnV !S° ,ir ih’ i'°r 

I'm  most  easily  accessable  between  Snc^and*?  ^0ntact  5?e  V1f  Phone , 
and- most  of ^ the  day  Sunday  at  408-268-2198.  P-m'  mos  weeknights 

the  WRESTLING  OBSERVER  on  you^currentlublcription  th?  fi"Sl  ^SSU®  °f 
$2.50  for  the  February  4  issue  nr  *7  5;  •  To  re-°rder  send 

t0  AsV|orettZer+6562  Wint?rset  Way/ San  Josl,  Calif  ornil 

surely  be  doing  V^ublLation1^ ^ort^foAh^f orseeable  future 

I  don°t  know°howSextensiverthedObsel^ernwiirebeesixWn  ^th*0*1''03'  f*V9>’ 
if  only  because  my  stamina  and  enthusiasm  toward' iL”?/-8  down  the  road* 
to  wane ■»  However,  the  point  ?«,  t  „«=+  2  b?w?r8  the  business  continues 

style  of  wrestling  and"  lomfcomedy  3  h^d 

enjoy  is_easy  and  pleasurable.  writing  about  somethirg  j 

Titansehas°beenfswi^hedn|o  Friday- f^heck  S*  ma^arky'  Tuesday  Night 

the  time  although  I  fn^w  ^he^hfnLl  is  ^he  uirnetwork  "Tfh?^8-^ 
is  l  positive^step^ven  ^f^t^i^one^^rSlr"6^"'-^ 

2ws.rs*w:  K-A*fwTS,a.f!  '  1  ■' 

s»  SnirSsP“;a-;sssr.ffi«oS.  -sra 

affect  local  promotions  than  Titan,  because  even  ?fT?+»n  7lll  more  greatly 

5SSS.?1  itS  CaWe  tim6’  “  WUld  -^1  promotional0 

I  sho^d  mentionPthat  llrlXl  be^inni^es^^ 11°  ‘ 

World.  _  After  a  year  I  seem  to  havf  fi^^  tL^nn!  l  °£a?l*™Stl 

The  plan,  of  course,  is  to  make  wrestling  so  ridiculous  and  1,1, 
so  as  to  get  a  "cult"  audience  who  enjoys  it  because  poor  taste 
This  audience  goes  beyond  the  typical  fan,  and  in  fL?  w  J J  ?.ln- 
would  exclude  the  typical  fan.  Because  of  that  h  haS  hls  way« 

and  good  matches  aren't  important  because  he^s  appealing1^*  38  'T*  rate 
looking  for  bizarreness.  pp  g  bo  an  audience 

I 


■- gotleni?lom0manr?hUdDa8t(100k^t  the  treatment 

.  any 6indicati on6 f usually  “  appe^if?^^  f eS^ef V'l? 

naturally  inflate  during  Chr^  o+m  8  a<^  indication  because  crowds  win 

•successful.  H^s-Iorhfs  audience  rt^H°n  period)  '85  coSld  be  U 

soiit?;?aVe  When  the  next  «°cky  HorrorSpictur'  !'hether  this  "cult"  audience 
something  we’ll  be  able  to  review  fn  Mo+t  eJihow  comes  around  or  not  is 
I  see  1985  as  a  year  where  th?  mL»1St2fy  tbree  years  down  the  road 
in  a  positive  and  negative  tnn«a  -r3,8  medla  will  pick  up  on  wrestling  v,  +u 


although 
worth  reading. 

Like  many  fads, 
when  in  fact  there 


down  throughout  in 
in  '85.  I  think  f0] 


3^- 

most  - . '  the  mosthpart  f$?”  £  8“cc”«» 

?alen?rin^efS-.  They<11  *’*•  to deal  wf^l J°  5% 8  tough  year  tor 

Of  course®  Jeople^s^heV' ^  ^  W  elut?31®"*  (the  lncomir* 
dirp^t’  undergoing  a  catastophe  inU^866SST^vo  openiy  talking  about  McMahon’s 
report  ?ha?nT4US!  don>t  k*ow  what  to  tMnk  re?eiISd  j;nf  °™ation  in  bott  S 
possibie.  but  I  donVbuyeitin  with^h®  betWeen  $5  a"d  ^^miflion  S3?t’s 

^"isVcourfe*®^  .of  m°ney  it  m®  e®  use^f  N°rthea^’ 

Payoffs  are  l^eTnoV^®  ^rthe^mo^r^^^fh 

pat  What’s  trSn,t  "planted  rumors"  lo  thlv’ll  SVTi.  What’s  to  say 
nat+S^to  say  they  aren’t  true  y  i  be  justified  in  cutting 

ihe  next  few  na^pq  i  u  ^  B 

°n  '8k,  the  annual  Observer  readers®*  !?atUres  on  the  leading  news  stories 
A  few  more  quick  notH before S"?3  an^.  results  of  the  ’8®  poU 
Titan  has  and  will  continue  to  holdback  i+  beKin!?in£  to  understandPwhy 
show  isn’t  designed  for  wrestlin*  ?=«!  k+itS  P-enuin?  talents.  The  Titan 

Seeingnwrtstlii5nfttitnWthrtbttlertertuts  "the J  see®wrestl5i  ng®" 

as  «*"*"•  Sin"  -  ss-s^as:  a;  as;?** 

country0^  C®3d®t®r  ^d°"' ^^^MoKahtn^' tr^in^tt"  that  Probably  differs 
country.  Competition  should  benefit  +w^  -r  trying  to  promote  all  over  the 

we’ve  learned.  I  don’t  w,L  !•  .  the  ?an>  although  it  reallv  doesn’t  ,2 

although  it  would  be  nice  if  he^ad^be  +  f1  ng  t0  hoarde  311  the  top  talent 

isVn®+n0ti^  8  Chan^e  in ^that  aspect  Orton-f  °?  SOme  of  them.  Act® 
isn-,t  wasted.  Hart  is,  but  under  thp  ton  8  niam  eventing  now,  Orndorff 

forrathe’rtSS  w^estler  will  have  to  be  ?e®Igatedato®nre?- Plan ’Ta  talented 
lor  the  planned  overexposure  of  wrestl  in.  t!  ?•  prelims.  I  do  blame  him 

cancellation  of  many  wrestling  cropramc  t'  Reeling  that  the  result  of  it, 

in  the  long  run  benefit  him  If  he  can  ^T'  °f  rabines  Problems,  wili 

are  Satisfied  with  nine  "instant”  (less  than 16  aa  ehvironment  where  fans 

u  Tnan  5*00)  matches,  more  power  to 


him.  He’s  already  lost  me  as 
newcomers  to  take  my  place. 

A  lot  of  readers  seem  to  take 


a  f  on  v„4.  T  r  '  ,  mure  DO1 

fan,  but  as  I’ve  said  before,  there 


will  be 


because  McMahon,  the  bad  guy^stolp6 other  Promotions  are  blameless 
from  fans  of  the  Crockett!®  Tad,®  id^"^  “°stly  z’*  hearing  this 

f"^1Lthe  early  Part  of  this  past  year  The  Crort  +f°b  With  their  territory 
1°  the  poor  talent  pool  they  now  have’  IM^? f  hardly  blameless 

haven’t  kept  pace  in  $  to 'their  talent  MdMabon’s  fault  that  the 
salaries  will  rise  which  I  feel  iq  -p  Luring  competition, 

Paid  all  that  well.  By  refusing  +  t  f°f  ^he  wrestlers.  since  many  aren’t 
Pace,  that  is  why  the  £rockettsehaveaios+Wledge  what  comPetition  and  keeping 
?f  sitting  back  and  waiting  for  Sctohnn’s  °  mUCh  talent-  Their  attitude 
inexperienced  weightlif ters  and  *  company  to  go  bankrupt  while  usinp 

Problem.  Of  courte.  if ‘ScSahSn  goesaSankrirtOVt®hfWeiRht  Sl°bs  bn  top  is  the" 
th  Start?r°aCh-Wa?  the  correct  one  bankruPt  this  year,  then  time  will  prove 

;rtoii"rt®hirs:;"tesS^ 

“-sst’UJ  srs»"sL2“”a“s-ai  s,?2r- 
3snr^n.:%  *s 

was  the  match  worthless,  but  obnoxio usl v ’ bad  ne?at^%ra^g  means  not  only 
but  at  least  there  wa^  a  Mov,  ^  1  Siy  bad*  ?  is  for  a  t.PrHhiQ  +  y 
below  average  but6^”^  f  »P  , 

,  almost  great ;  ....  excellen^i  betterlh^ 


is 


IS  a  bad  match, 

good;  ***  Quite  good; 
n  you  can  ask  for. 


hulkamania 


Titan  Sports  got  the  "war  of  *84"  started  in  a  bie  wav  in  l 
1983  when  Vince  McMahon  Sr.  .  while  on  a  tour  of  Japan,  offered  Hulk  Ho^n1- 

and  the  W-W-P-  WOrld’S  cha“PionshiP  to°getrhimH?okde?fc?' 

Things  happened  in  a  hurry  at  that  point.  With  no  fair  warning  t>„v 

Backlund  dropped  the  W.W.F.  crown  to  the  Iron  Sheik  in  Madison  S^ar-f  r  a 

on  December  26,  1983.  The  Hulk  and  Gene  Okerlund  were  introdCcfd  1»a+°rtrden 
later  on  a  TV  taping  done  in  St.  Louis.  eriuna  were  introduced  just  days 

The  subsequent  Madison  Square  Garden  show,  on  January  23,  1984  saw 
Huik  win  the  title  stopping  Sheik  in  just  5>00  before  26,092  fans’which 
packed  both  the  Garden  and  the  Felt  Forum  with  thousands  turned  awav 

Visually  Hogan  made  the  perfect  World  champion.  He  was  6-foot-5y ’ 280 
pounds,  tanned  and  bleached  blonde.  In  addition  he  had  gained  sLa-cf^ 

aud^nlp^h-  Sports'  new  target  group,  the  young, easily  manipulated  rock 
audience  which  for  the  most  part  had  shunned  pro  wrestling  Hogan  -nlavprt 

Rockv°IlVf  ;?LU"de^1iPS’"-a  W2rld  chamPion  wrestler  in  the  box^flcf^ash 

leading  the  1  W  A.  to  a^coi-d  ?983_  ^  be°0me  th*  galne'S  biggeSt  ^traction 

the  part,  Hogan’s  title  reign  has  been  a  disappointment  He 

drew  tremendously  well  the  first  few  months  as  champion  in  the  Northeast 
?ar?s  ?f  the  country,  his  drawing  power  wasn't  that  noticable 
f®  beginning.  Things  got  worse  as  the  year  progressed  as  he  was  run 
ragged  by  his  travel  schedule  and  began  to  talk  like  he  wanted  out. 

His  matches  were  the  subject  of  the  most  criticism.  Closely  scrutini7ed 
as  champion,  it  became  evident  he  was  severely  lacking  in  the  two  areas  most 
orld  champs  are  noted  for,  stamina  and  wrestling  ability.  Every  match  looked 

the%nfrepeatiPer5°rman0e-  Hogan  would  kiok*d  around ,  bleed!  ^en  comes 
the  infamous  leg  drop  out  of  nowhere  and  it's  over,  usually  in  less  than  To?on 

But  the  critical  few  aside,  Hogan  remained  arguably  the  most  ooDular 
wrestler  in  the  world.  As  legend  has  it,  his  eg!  grel  wrth  ?!e  pSpuiaritv 
and  on  June  14  his  refusal  to  suffer  a  legit  loss  to  Antonio  InokiPin  Japan 
+hU+e+wthe  JaP?nese  star  to  come  up  with  an  ending  to  a  match  so  bizarreP 

Sumo  5ann?™?okIom!fterat^em!t^nS  Uterally  tore  d°*n  the  *»™mae  Kokugian 


DAVID  VON  ERICH  1Q58-1984 

Genuine  tragedy  struck  pro  wrestling  on  February  10,  1984  when  2';-vear-  old 
David  Von  Erich  died  in  his  Tokyo  hotel  room,  apparently  due  to a  levlrl  cllt 
attack61"1^8'  The  enterltls  caused  dehydration,  which  led  to  a  fatal  heart 

s?coriT  olde 8t  son  of  Dallas  promoter  Fritz  Von  Erich  (Jack 
Pan  t0  er00m  him  f°r  eventually  winning  the  N.W.A. 

t.  popularity  of  the  Von  Erich  family  in  the  Dallas  area  was  such  that 

the  death  was  carried  on  the  front  page  of  more  than  one  newspaper  The 
subsequent  funeral,  which  saw  an  estimated  3.500  fans  attend  andPwas  called 
the  largest  ever  in  Denton  County,  was  also  front  page  news.  A  record  was 
released  shortly  after,  a  nice  but  exploitative  song,  "Heaven  Needed  A 

Champion."  KXTX-TV  in  Dallas  filmed  a  one  hour  spelial  f!r  airing  on  its 
World  Class  Wrestling  TV  show.  airing  on  its 

.  i  jSuthei^nal  tribute,  a  David  Von  Erich  Memorial  pro  wrestling  show  was 
held  May  6  in  Texas  Stadium  before  32,123  fans  live  and  several  thousand  more 
watchmg  on  closed  circuit  sites.  David's  younger  brother  Kerry  was  given 

■«  «s°!is:  .prKSsa,s 

’tiS.%2;  KSlo“lS.24  ln  ■»*»  ■»  dropped  SSV* 
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GEORGIA  TAKEOVER 

term  Superstation?nSThe  t*o*hour«  “I  fans  with  the 

the  top-rated  show  on  cable  Tv  f-rom  +vl  on  Saturday  was 

its  call  letters  from  WTCG  to  WTBS  Ch*  17  °“t  of  Atlanta  changed 

by  then  re-named  World  Championship  Wrefit??n»8r*"  until  1982  when  the  show, 

S3:?-  M‘-r 

jr°2*d  *By  tha  SrtS***1!?^8  two'Sf'th'*  Pro*®tl°n*l  blunders 

Jack  and  Jerry  Brisco  returned  to  Atl  Z*  th®  lar««st  shareholders, 

power  struggle  ensued  with  the  }  try  and  r®«ain  control.  A 

Bell  their  Itock  to  the  highest  MdSe?  IZPl  °ttti  The  Bri8C0S  "anted  to 
own  Vince  McMahon.  McMahon  iiauid»?B^’+IIh  ntUrnSd  out  to  be  Titan  Sports' 
Briscos,  then  after  a  short  Cape  Cod  Coliseum  to  pay  the 

additional  shares  controlled  by  Ji^farA.t?0*  ?ontJo1  of  ®CW  with  the 
Wa8The8S  iT0d  »“V*  Atlanta^of f ie*?' '  8  Titan  «ployoe  who 

then  added' the  most-watched^rf stli^rshowdinr|htline  °n  tha  DSA  network. 

have  slipped  slightly  since  t^^^  ^  ^ 

including  generarMnAge?W01erAndersonmnantSv°f tthe  old  Atlanta  promotion 

b°“*ht  pomrStuJHartain0August!  In^th^Toronto  r^  "SP  th®  Calgary  Promotion 

necessitated  g  N.W^f ^ 

the  FIRST  JAPANESE  CHAMP 

champinnainni984PwhenrTomoiie“jMbo-bTsumt,0d  itsHfirst  long-term  World 
A?t£u*hbeTf°re  I3’000  **ns  ^TckyoSr^bru^d2VW-A-  ^  "*<* 
theA1N?5?AUghc^anno^?h^ea8rc^.lifoe„:  ^  uSTcZS'.  Ciant  Baba  held 
Inoki  held  the  W.W.f’  crown  ?or  °  week  in  ?“L8i^k  apience'  a"d  Antonio 
wrestler  had  ever  toured  the  U  S  w?+h  =  1<t  i979,  however  no  Japanese 

Tsuruta  made  two  U  S  L  Z  h  *  major  World  title.  F 

^^^rr  ?  vF  iffioiSc?^. the 

wh0 

win'audiencep '  over  a^welT  wSiL^L^'V^8  but  *111  Z^rdlTy^ 

agility  and  overall  condltion?^1^  extent  'T‘8?ling  ability .  speed? 
performer  in  the  ring,  in  addifinJ^  e*eellent,  he  is  an  inconsistent 

have,  that  something  spatial,  it  so Pelj  l Peking?  8  W°rld  champ  should 

RETURN  of  the  TTftttR 

fromnaAworld-widt9?taiti^  ^ayama  ****  his  return 

Mask.  Tiger  Mask,  as  he  was  known  !}f-p^h+  a  carto<>n  hero,  "Tiger 

the  year  was  out.  had  exceeded  any  expectltions^n^i13®1*8^1'1  and  before* 
and  as  a  popular  drawing  card.  y  xpeotat1ons  in  him  as  both  a  wrestler 

He  e^i^dl  te^dilensio^in  ^paneL^est??^0"*  ln  Japan- 

?hVt?  retire  from  wre®tling  at^the  tle^/ir'and  ?eries  of  bitter  events 
that  his  reasons  were  because  his  wr-estlin?  d  later  expose  to  the  press 

his  consent,  to  finance  New  Japan  hHd  htnfht  ?n?e^a8TbeJ;?g  U8ed'  "ithout 
feeding  business  in  Brazil.  P  oncho  Antonio  Inoki* s  losing  cattle 

Cy® , f'marti al “arts^trai n? ng^ce  nte r  Chief  in8tructor  at  "Tiger 

Negotiations  for  him  to  return  to^restliL^n  I188!11!8  bug  has  returned. 

seemed  completed,  until  intervention  by l£fki?s^omLnv  “adiso"  Square  Garden 
of  his  return.  y  inomi  s  company  caused  the  cancellatio 

new  Universal  Wrestlinghpederationt0f^mednbv8h?hef ^ t°P  dra"ing  card  of  the 
Shinma.  Sayama,  through  business  former  adversary  Hisashi 

UWF  before  it's  scheduled  Anri  1  rtonf+agvr  Sh°ji  Sogawa,  pulled  out  of  the 
had  fallen  through.  P  but’  because  Shinma' s  promised  MSG  bout 


4 


would^ee  tTli?  Sayama  return"! o^two ’matfhes  an^work  free?  H® 

parti  ally  °Sogawa’:serevenge^sinceeShinmaihSd^OUn^e^ri^h^0^  ^^  ^a^^s^*®s 

The  UW?  flit  for  lu^fvaf?hat  Sa^Lh!d  a°°USe?  hlm  of  bein8  a  gangster. 
The  wrestlers  th«se*v«  of  the  WF^S??  “as  more  important  than  Shinma. 

wrestling  for  vario^s^asL^decidedHohch^e^he^wrestli^^^^  Pf° 
the  group  to  a  form  of  combat  known  as  strong ^style  wrestling  Afxf  Wlthin 
Sayama  worked  the  two  matches,  he  decided  to  ioin  tiwf  f.,i  1  +?'  -Affer 
ties  with  Sogawa.  This,  however  would  break  a  binding  contract  +wd  +evev 
Apparently  UWP  President  Bobuo  Urata  and  a  noted\>,n28if  a*  *  ?be  two  had. 
and  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  wouldn’t  eWe  ,^6^6  leader\  visited  Sogawa 

News  of  all  this  “ent'pubUc  i^v^Lf^hen^raL^ara^rted^^r ' 
10nHo^Sr^^a^°^e°^S®h"°a^  neb“°rknwould1touchtthe!f°UPS  ChanCe  f °r 

name°Super  Tiger?® the  group^as  estabristedSay|tr<;nghanS0royalSbleS  “fV  the 
particularly  in  the  Tokyo  area.  J-isnea  a  strong  and  loyal  base  of  fans, 

JUMP 

Starting  with  Hulk  Hogan,  the  bi**est  new*;  thr‘niir7hon  +  *0/1 
was  the  latest  wrestler  to  iumn  T?+*n thr°uShout  concerned  who 

Xirn  "■  <««  °t*"’  »* 

pi,^f.2:  ;j"K;*ya”uKr:’”j^-2st*Ar'’.;r;  r*bi?  *°m* 

Mike^Rotundo?  KLal^The^rfebirds?1  Junkfard^i^Ma^Do^Vachon^J  ^ndham  • 

srss-^’ssst  °"f  • 'sswra. . 

in  ss.?;®;?  isn'js-fulK.srsss  rsxs.a:,'*’?: 

:s:  ;i£;.V5.%t;h«te  •*?■»  «r> 

months.  Vachon  proved  to  be  completely  useless,  except  in6a  fei  iTi  three 
C^ies*  Billy  Jack  only  lasted  three  davs  beforp  Ti  tan*  c  nr.+  •  *^1. 

with  a  promised  announcing  job  to  his  mentor  Stan  Stasiak  caused^imSo^0 ^ 

b?utl'thanWhermadf.flred  b6CaUSe  personal  Problems  caused  him  to  miss  more 

Many  others  as  the  year  went  on  jumped  from  Titan  Sports  The  Masked 
Superstar  was  the  first,  and  he’s  seen  little  action  in  the  U  S  since  M  „ 
departure.  Tony  Atlas  left  for  the  A.W.A.  and  in  a  bizarre  twi4t 
several  months  later.  Sgt.  Slaughter  left  at  the  end  of  the  year’  but  he 
Sfeenii  ?n^ri  yUfe'  0f .  tr,e  &a'Js  picked  up  with  the' Atlanta  promotion  onlv 

Ti +=n%ee^+bltg^St  !£?  of  ”ass  jumpings  occured  in  late  September  and 
Titan  Sports  had.  nothing  to  do  with  it,  although  one  -noted  wrestii  n» 
magazine  would  like  us  to  believe  bad-guy  Vince’s  deal  with  Tnekf  f,  g 

true®  butfif°loRiit’shsShU  “*?  ?0mpany  to  take  a  P3^  cut-  Could  evfn  be 
Truest  dux  11  so ,  it  s  8  secret  here. 

fnr-RrfenthBShU.and  ten  ot?er  buddies  left  Antonio  Inoki’s  New  Japan  group 
for  lant  Baba  s  group.  In  one  fell  swoop  they  changed  the  balance  of  -nnwo-r 
in  Japanese  wrestling  from  one  strongly  favoring  Inoki ,  to  one  where  Inoki 
is  in  deep  trouble  and  some  even  speculate  on  his  way  out  of  the  ballpark? 

ROCK’ N’ WRESTLING  -  TUESDAY  NIGHT  TITANS  -  OVEREXPOSURE 

M.  1984  saw  the  debut  of  wrestling’s  first  national  talk  show,  Tuesday 
Night  Titans  on  the  USA  network.  Naturally  the  show  was  a  ratings  smash 

at  ieast  in  comparison  to  the  miniscule  ratings  the  beleagured  cable  network 
gets  for  legitimate  sports. 

The  show,  also  gave  wrestling  ,n^  media  exposure  that  anythin*  in  vearc? 
and  a  surprising  amount  was  favorable.  It  seems  critics  love  when  wrestlin* 
tnes  to  be  a  clown  show,  unlike  some  promotions  who  do  so  unintentionally 
Rock; n* wrestling  was  hardly  a  new  idea.  Former  rock  star  Jimmy  Hart  had 
worked  m  Memphis  as  a  manager  for  five  years.  However  Cyndi  Lauper  was  a 
hot  commodity,  and  although  her  much-hyped  appearence  in  Wendy  Richter’s  corn* 
for  the  girls  title  change  drew  the  smallest  Garden  crowd  in  a  while  her 
presence  was  a  media  breakthrough  and  we'll  see  more  of  her  in  *85 

We’ll  aiso  see  more  wrestling.  In  one  year  from  two  hours  to  23  hours 
the  W  2*  S*  ^mbo  jumbo,  and  in  '85  we’ll  find  out  how  much  oversaturation 
showf  left  and  "right  ®  y  bef°re  they  begin  exoreting  low  rated 


f 


K*  FINISHING  MR  SUNG;  WIF  FlHlSM  • 

Of  course,  the  WWF  isn't  fini^d  t  ^  •  ‘  r'^IIL [/  , 

*&&& sas  a?* 

kms*U' ■«&&«£"! sw'susrsrs* 
ss£*«j: £°£~5  ~ ^rsr-sag siss.“r  L 

stay  with  the  AWA^i^’Br^serVrodv^irj  ^i*  Steele'  ^d  Irfans 
brainstorm,  which  would  be  the  wwt?q  L  X+  JaPan)  or  would  they  buy  Vinnie’c. 

?heS  SB*?  load  and  'I***  non-Hogan  show  out  Lre*  T^eVt 

th°df  ?*  Whif£estiff raany"!f  ihomSturned'  +h+y  paraded  before  us  all 
otherag^a“2t^S-hS^hS0^”Slng  “{*•«>£.  "'eight 

As®*- 

dare  say  Hogan's  importance  loc^lymwi!rmf  dSaP?°lnt“ent  for  the  WWF-  1  ^ 

of  good  matchmaking.  y  was  made  clear,  as  is  the  importance 

(an  incredibl^yawn?6  Br-?^29^  shoiJ'  Was  the  same  as  everyone's  Hulk  qk  • 
a  good  match)!  Richter^sTudy^^^  f;Mard°=h  ( no  d°^a  greafchlncf  f  or 

T^beVo-  ?  ^  *  a  effort)  6  them  Credit  f°r  tW^push 

be  Mr.  Mike's  t^litT^shol^HTanTm^r0  Mosca's'  "ho  turned  out  to 

P  Tos^af  "Fif  tyXgrand^ '  T  '  °f  the  *50.000 

Mosec;=  ^aybe'bu11""0’1'  retirement'  •  • 

Gene;  On  the  West^?11106  °'n  Lake  Minn®tonka  with  our  good  friend' 

Mosca;  On  the  West  End  I'd  +  v 

meet°that°n^e  Wh°  Walk  across  that  lake”  right°on^h"g  °?  Lake  Mi™etonka. 

Venn!  pPerSOn  °"  the  0ther  Side  with  SO  fraud  '  ^  ®  Water  and  1  Want  to 
erne  Gagne,  of  course,  lives  on  +hp  w  in  my  P°cket. 

The  level  of  weirdness  in  WWF  ?n + h  •  eSt. End  of  Laka  Minnetonka 
and  Ken  Patera's  are  especial™  b  i^ara^keTVS  be  *Heve“  Gene 
Wls-»  the  scene  of  Patera  anri  L  oaFJTe;  °kerlund  keeps  bringing  un  Wanirocv, 

Of  Waukesha... maybe  you  lhoS?d  be  mayor  •'  eKSPadS  May'  ^The  nightmare" ’ 
for  the  tourney  saidi  "It's  lik-p  hoL  *•  *  when  discussing  the  caee 

Nine  hours  baby,  false  arrest^On^nf  on  &l’n  1  *now-  been  there. 

1 ^  S°es,  just  like  the  WWF. 

call-in  show"” Sportsline  ' M t  "^arH'rrad”******* 

ge%U^a--Ut  Mr‘  Mlke 

b3Sa+?^a^®haf to^th^current'^tag^tea^to^n1”^^™^^^ and°they 'll 
you  think  of  these  guys  and  Will  the  AWA  makp^n  My  questions  are  What  do 
tremendous  talents?  n  AWA  make  anV  effort  to  book  these 

them  l'didhmeet  the^o"^! t!r°a  match^if 1  ’ h  T  real  familiar  with 
they  re  pretty  small.  I  don't  know  hoi L  !  hard  _  to  tell  on  TV,  but 
wrestlers  here  in  the  AWA."  they  d  do  against  some  of  the  big 

I  tried  to  retort  to  t‘ 
one  to  talk  about  wrestle 
cut  off.  I*n  have  tn  Ip 

jaundiced  opinioS!  to  le  ^  ^  ^iae  for  now.  Even  Greg 

?#***********'*’****',<'*'fr*  ****************** 

I  avoided  the  Thank<?pivina  aum  u  ******',f™‘""‘»+*******+ihhhhh 

biggest  surprise  was  the^rowd  anoth!r’neUt  Mr!  Mike  #2  attended  it.  The 
the  draw?  crowd,  another  near  sellout  of  17.000.  What  was 

it  couldehaveablenethetSpener1withtTomWZenkMarTh1  +S‘  +?b^nson-  but  then 
vs.  Blackwell- Bundy  sounded  like  fun  but  l'h  !hi  t?f  tltle  of  the  Roadies 
Place.  It  was  important"  but  I^m  ^aid  the  W0Uld  fil1 

long-awaited  return  against  that  hate^raf^ik"  Sr^fn’rLS*"  °regg 
The. only  sunrise  or  fun  centered  around  that  match.  Sheik  came 'out  wit 


' 


l- 


was. 


a  surprise ,  the  Masked  SuDerstar  p  ,,  % 

^3*£?.s£“  «*  ;»t  .j 

If  paE-S  SisS-ST 

entered  the  cageT  joined  do"n  the  aisle  before  Supers^r'h^  °nly 

3ug  it.  6  and  Cleared  °ut  the  heels.  Thl  c^d  Jene^L 

tfSU^LSt^ereSvennXnd”f^Ldcs0a^  JS*.  "»«  *“■  had  n°  idaa  "b°  he 

K  tar  ^what 

feud,ywith  arlg^i^no^lolically  f’O^inlluded^-^his^ll"3!?®1''1'®11"314®15'  ' 

The  wondo  Mob  had  procured  their,  tickets  »ari«  -bis  all  sets  up  Christmas. 

)  Brody  would  be  there;  and  2)  unllll  Ihllls^haL^01^  t0  attend  because 
ast  card  I  could  stand  attending  unlfl  we^fl  •  R<°Ul?  b?  the 

>ut,  I  was  right  about  No.  2  aeep  into  85-  As  it  turns 

.i»3%i:"£  1 -?  ^  <»■■««  <™ 

i  big  showdown  between  the  Roadies  !JS  F«h!  £6atUred  main  e^t.  Also 
3aul  Ellering,  the  Fabs  announced  they'd  have  the  th®  presence  °* 

»nd  suspenders  decked  out  Crusher.  What  11  i  71  mana??r  •  a  bow-tie 

"hat  I  thought  five  months  ago  when  the  Reonor.*g  3  idea.  At  least  that's 
Cevin  Hancer  in  his  wrestlilf  hill  2+11  scenario  was  suggested  by  Crippler 

jffice.  They  were  dlflf^lf  i^evely' ’ciS^ost  affive  ?*  the^o'cal 

on  Raschke  doing  the  chores,  so  I  had  no  iAterest  ^  *ith  Baron 

.i."s  =■•  kr.it ««•&■*  •»**  fut 

rrom  Thanksgiving.  They8annfunAed“t ^as^ trriy Md' §5ei?LSSt  £SUlt 

.earn  of  Greggie  and  Blackwell.  Reliable  word  wa<-  th=+  nlj*?  7.the  surPrise 
>uperstar,  which  of  course,  was  announced  the  week  befnre°+h  W0H^d  b?fm  with 

lada  note  from  hiB  doctor  excusing  him  becauseof  his  ”rokInS^/Shelk 
I  was  ambivalent.  Seeing  Brody  live  is  ^  +  °?e!?  arm  ' 

h  know  Brody's  not  going  tf  kill^reg.  Brody  is  laid  to’ like  ?faw”S't  Greg? 
it  least  like  the  paydays  here.  The  thought  of  Brodl  silling  for  5ere'.or 
dmost  too  much  to  stomach.  The  reality  was  just  as  bid  g  13 

,as  tle^Udn^cn^^e^relllnfl^te^6  Zllli^tyTn^*  ***** 

«‘ol,Ki1.s*;«-?;: " ,h'  “*>“'•  ’h  ss,  to. 

:esPectively  Blackwell  gives  Brody  a  niclpolerllal  lld 
or  the  count;  X  No  ref.  Crowd  goes  mrbs.  Brody  throws  Blackwell  off 
to  Kaissey  who  hands  him  an  object  a  au^ck  .).«+  +.  +.  f* 

Jlackwell  goes  dowA.  the  ref  quickly  in  llsition  Ihf  11®  ?hroat' 

'•■j.  b.jos.a,  wm  «  „„  Br»aJ  tJJJ1,  S?A?  “■  »’"4- 

it  sii  a*11  «««•  i»  <1. 

^oSirsg-r.s^.^.'ss  r^surr;,1^  „ 

re  cio  us  slips  Garvin  an  object,  Jim  decks  Ma^+pi  +M^irfP?I  ‘  ^End  !?as  6°od » 
;ets  the  count.  Garvin  grabs  the  belt  Wallv  "Lnvi  anH  n1^  U«dSr  h*s  armpit  ar 
knowledge  gained  first  hind)  grabs  thl' bell  lifll  G  KSrb°  (with 

?i  tlf mlfehJ  2°»  " Th?E? ' 11  be  none  'of  this  ki£l  If  g6in£  171^ 

i.a.ln  lor  W.  Fob.;  ana  2)  it  tohoovo;'t«.m“ll  SJ  )lJ«  S  a)oIl!J*„“  ”“>h 

r:r«.  stjrrss £»s 

nough  to  leave  early.  &  ^  ®ex  involved  which  is  reason 

,  L'.'o-o*;;  sr^S5.r  *5S'h:ssf;i.wi_s;:‘s^l2!n:w-b* 

) « fs.f'xt-Jtn  s?  cssprss.  Sr 

ext  week  the  crowd  was  a  19 ,000 *  sellout.  W!  &S  3  °Ut  1^,000#  ^  the 

rrj  r^;.J  .  ■ 


\ 

Saturday  was  WWF  ni^ht  t  .  . 

.  they  kicked  butt  with  f  crowd  of  af draw  a  decent  6-7,000  butt 
peopie  aren't  sick  of  the  WWF  vet  i8ast  x3.000  (10,800  paid).  Obviouslv 
hi  jinx  on  the  "Championship"  TV  show1  largely  attribute  this  to  the  good^ 

j. sowars hrJbJii 

Mr.gsK'jAi:  -ki  rWK  K ?T &  «*“«->-"  • 

«h?£l rr-Ksss 

immediately  and  i^wI^^okay^at^h^Th3  166  dr°P  finish-  Hulk  bled 
home  happy.  a  OKay  match.  The  crowd  dug  it  and  were  sent 

Chump  H°ganS0hIllengen  W3S  °f  course  tremendous.  He  issued  the  standard 
Sammartino  vs.  Gou1p  +  Announced  so  far  is  WpIIpc  ve  M 

the  co?rid^samotestWofdthe  ShoH^o^teh  “"•'“i*”1?!  s^dB?'k 

UP  Next1  AWA6  i  s^  l/l  3f  r°Car  d  S  ’  WUh  "  ^  pick 

Brody  with  stipulations  to  be  announced11  t+*‘  ToPper  is  Blackwell  vs 
a  decent  match.  Get  this  one  a"noanced-  It’s  the  only  possibilitv  fL 

wonat&ber“Sher-  Jt's  worse  than  death3"  Tht  onl^  Roa?ies  and  Ellering  vs. 

.*  Superstar. m°iedon't  expectT^  T^e'High  Flyers  Srein! tf "against0^’  V 
the^t311  demanded  toPbeCtCnehdU{;1:r0^e'101rd1fr0m  tha  2KtE  i^Swct 

Curt  &  ?  Xt  coul?  be  good.  Then  we've^ot  » r^i  leave  *  If  this  match  bepins 
'  and  rr„oh  ry  agalnst  Bockwinkel  &  ai  o  f  rft  *P°?ner'  The  Axe  Attack! 

!S'S rra  ;•«» « ta.« fS’tS, “S" ^ „«•«? 

bndtR6>,^eplaCement-  S4evePRegal3vsni|uddanT  wit*?  our  luck  Luke  Graham  will 
and  Robinson  vs.  Von  Raschkeldded  %  ^  uTtlnTo'-^1  “n“  I 

it  on  the  radio. 


1984  WRESTLING  R  A  T  T  N  r.  s 

0  „hh^Se  raHnf®  ar?  b?sed  on  'total  points  from  the  98  ballots  cast  un  th 
each  name  »nd  his  placing  is  the  total  points,  plus  the  placing  nf  +v,Q  th 

wrestler  (if  he  finished  in  the  top  75)Pfrom  thfl98iand  83  surveys 


1.  Ric  Flair . 

2.  Dynamite  Kid... 

3*  Bruiser  Brody. . 

4.  Super  Tiger. . . . 

5.  Davey  Boy  Smith 

6.  Riki  Choshu. . . . 

7*  Butch  Reed . 

8.  Tatsumi  Fujinami 

9.  Stan  Hansen. . . . 

10.  Ricky  Steamboat 

11.  Terry  Gordy. . . . 

12.  The  Cobra . 

13«  Paul  Orndorff.. 
14.  Adrian  Adonis. . 
15*  Masa  Saito . 

16.  Bob  Orton . 

17.  Dick  Slater.... 

18.  Randy  Savage... 

19.  Kerry  Von  Erich 

20.  Ted  DiBiase..,. 

21.  Nobuhiko  Takada 

22.  Chavo  Guerrero. 

23.  Don  Kernodle... 

24.  Akira  Maeda.... 
25/  Barry  Windham. . 

26.  Animal  Hamaguchi 

27.  Harley  Race .... 

28.  Kevin  Von  Erich 

29.  Tiger  Mask . 

30.  Yoshiaki  Yatsu. 

31.  Sgt.  Slaughter. 

32.  Kuniaki  Kobayashi 

33.  Masked  Superstar 

34.  Roddy  Piper 
35*  Rick  Martel 

36.  Hercules  Hernand 

37.  Brian  Blair.... 

38.  Jumbo  Tsuruta.. 

39.  Kengo  Kiraura... 

40 .  Badnews  Allen.. 

41.  Hulk  Hogan . 

42 .  Black  Tiger. . . . 

43.  Scott  McGhee... 

44.  El  Canek . 

45.  Magnum  T.A . 

46.  Greg  Valentine. 

47.  Buzz  Sawyer.... 

48.  Bret  Kart . 

49.  Strong  Machine 

50.  Jerry  Blackwell 

51.  Dick  Murdoch 

52.  Terry  Funk.. 

53*  Mike  Rotundo 
54.  Iron  Sheik. . 

55*  Killer  Khan. 

56.  Bobby  Eaton. 

57*  Jerry  Lawler 

58.  Chris  Adams. 

59.  Keith  Hayward 

60.  El  Gran  Hamada 

61.  Tully  Blanchard 

62.  Ron  Starr  •  •  •  •  • 

63.  Brad  Armstrong 

64.  Dos  Caras . 

65.  Terry  Taylor. . 


#2 


ez . 


PTS 

47^ 

4740 

4577 

4264 

4243 

4017 

3820 

3777 

3753 

3650 

3605 

3522 

3403 

3335 

3174 

3128 

2817 

2578 

2307 

2271 

2226 

2205 

2074 

2048 

1967 

1815 

1778 

1761 

1757 

1568 

1560 

1479 

1441 

1425 

1310 

1309 

1303 

1243 

1132 

1115 

1067 

1039 

1030 

.993 

•  971 
.949 
.073 
.856 
.847 
.827 
.735 
.720 
.711 

.663 

.651 

.631 

.625 

•  596 
.584 
.575 

•  567 
.515 
.476 

.4?e 

.468 


83 

82 

66.  Lanny  Poffo . 

PTS 

8 2 

1 

1 

..447 

5 

47 

67.  Genichiro  Tenryu. . 

68.  Yoshiaki  Fujiwara. 

•  .435 

2 

6 

.  .429 

■ 

19 

22 

69.  Buddy  Rose . 

.  .428 

4*3 

— 

-- 

70.  Kazuo  Yamazaki.... 

.  .423 

13 

-- 

Jim  Duggan . 

.  .423 

49 

14 

27 

72.  Dory  Funk . 

.  .422 

29 

16 

35 

73*  Jay  Youngblood. .. . 

.  .410 

7 

10 

74.  Nick  Bockwinkel . . . 

.  .407 

26 

21 

23 

75.  Isamu  Teranishi... 

.  .404 

68 

9 

-- 

76.  La  Fiera . 

. .  379 

— 

— 

77.  Tito  Santana . 

.,310 

44 

11 

11 

78.  Pirata  Morgan . 

.  .301 

3 

31 

79.  Buddy  Landell . 

.  .278 

24 

— 

80.  Pete  Roberts. T . . T t 

•  -275 

12 

29 

81.  Jesse  Barr . Ttt 

.  .241 

25 

28 

82.  Billy  Jack . 

.  .220 

55 

74 

83 •  Rip  Oliver . T 

.  .219 

38 

44 

84.  Eric  Embry . 

.  .215 

rTi 

8 

3 

85.  Jerry  Stubbs . 

•  .193 

46 

— 

— 

86.  Ricky  Morton . 

.  .186 

17 

67 

87.  Matt  Borne . 

.  .176 

— 

-- 

88.  Steve  Wright . 

.  .171 

—  — 

— 

89.  Tonga  Kid . 

.  .170 

36 

— 

90.  Jay  Youngblood _ 

.  .161 

46 

-- 

91.  Hector  Guerrero... 

•  •  157 

15 

4 

92.  Michael  Hayes . 

..150 

—  — 

32 

55 

93.  Hiro  Saito . 

. .  l4i 

-- 

— 

94.  Pero  Aguayo . 

.  •  137 

57 

-- 

95.  Leo  Burke . 

.  .134 

,L  _ 

4 

18 

96.  Arn  Anderson . 

.  .133 

-- 

-- 

97.  Dusty  Rhodes . 

.  .106 

64 

10 

12 

98.  Gino  Hernandez.... 

.  .  .98 

18 

9 

Wahoo  McDaniel. . . . 

.  .  .98 

66 

28 

43 

21 

Jack  Brisco . 

.  .  .98 

4i 

82 


57 

13 

8 

56 


15 
66 
41 

16 


37 


64 


national  wrestling  alltTntf-^ - -JL-S 

•gpr?-d  5  hwti  1.  Ric  Flair;  2. 

Vnn^y-RwCei  3-  Flairi  4-  Kerry 
Von  Erich;  5.  Flair  ^ 

gni|ed JStatas'  l.  Dick  Slater; 

McDaniel  Steamboat!  3.  Wahoo 

1*  Sick  Sla‘ter-  2.  Ivan 
<0i£r  ’  t  AnS®10  Mosca  Jr.;  4.  Koloff* 

5.  Mosca  Jr. ;  6.  Dory  Funk;  7 

Mosea  Jr.;  8.  Ron  Bass  ' 

Markin1  n  WT ’  Charlie  Brown, 
Blanchard  "  gbl°0di  3’  Tul1* 

1.  Bob  Orton  &  Don 

Yourmbloori2*^3!00^003113-61  &  Mark 

4  Mark-°^  t  Jack  &  Jerry  Brisco; 

&  Manny  Fernandez  ty  Rh°des 

^tifinali  1.  Ted  DiBiase;  2.  Brad 

Armstrong;  3.  The  Spoiler, 

?:  JoTJKCf;, 5- Swl1"' 6- 

J|a.?ipnal  TV.,  1.  Jake  Roberts;  2  Ron 
Garvin;  3.  Bob  Roop  0 

ational  tag;  1.  Buzz  &  B  ett  5 awver. 

2.  Road  Warriors;  3.  Ron  Garvin  1 

Ropry  0acesi  4‘  Ted  Oates  &  Rip 
gers;  5.  Brad  Armstrong  &  Tim 

6.  Bill  &  Scott  Irwin 

f^lMrn.  1.  Ron  Bass;  2.  Mike 

Rotundo ;  3.  Angelo  Mosca  Sr.; 
h.  JimNeidhart;  5-Pez  Whatley; 

6.  Kevin  Sullivan;  7.  Whatleyy 

V  !£ke  R°tuad°;  2.  Kendo 
agasaki  3  Billy  Jack*  4.  Billy 

Graham;  5.  Scott  McGhee;  6.  Jesse 

Fart.ttgln  Ron  Bass  &  Black 

5  bUs'*  a71S  4  Kike  Rotundo; 

4  Bart ;  it .  Rotundo  &  Barrv 

6  WindhL5’ 7BarK  &  Bart!  6‘  Rotundo 
?  WindHam;  7.  Chav o  &  Hector 

Khruschev  Jim  Neidhart  4  Krusher 
|ou|heast|rn.  1.  Jerry  Stubb 

4'  !lc  -afnrr<S!43’  -immy  Golden 
6.  Golden'^'  5’  Idoli 

-pj;abam|!  .  1-  Jerry  Stubbs;  2.  Charlie 
Cook;  3.  /ic  Rain,  4.  Rick  McGraw- 
5.  Boris  Zurcohv;  6.  Porkchop  CasA 

1  •  Ken  Lucas;  2.  Rir  * 

Rogers;  3.  Larry  Hamilton,  4  PRogers. 

?'  7tRifhi„6'  To™y  Giibertf 6rS  ' 

Patrol*Pio  I’n8,  Gilbert;  9.  Rat 
patrol;  10.  Billy  Ash 

Southeastern  tag;  1.  Ron  starr  & 

Stubbs  e?riT*  2*  Arn  Anderson  &  Jerry 

Fuller  4 "  J»m7  Golden  4  Robert  Y 
’ p4  +  person  &  Stubbs; 

2;  Rat  patrol;  6.  Anderson  & 

Stubbs;  7.  Rat  Patrol;  8.  Mr. 

?0eSpHnt  l  &  11  ‘  9-  Rat  Patrol; 

10.  Pat  &  Randy  Rose 

Missouri:  i.  David  /on  Erioh.  2 

Central”!?®;  3‘  Jerry  Blaok«eil 
L  ?.  St'a+Pg'  i.  Buzz  Tvler- 
2.  Tully  Blanchard;  3.  Tyler-  4 

Luke  Graham;  5.  Ted  Oates;  6!  Tyler- 

8  *  3 .  Grapples6"3  ‘ 

\  Janetty  &  Tommy  Rogers! 

7  rvap?lersi  §*  Janetty  &  Rogers- 

7-  Hr.  togo  &  Gypsy  Joel  lO.Slnltty  & 


OF  1  2  A  4 
Bob  Brown 

IS.rld  6  man:  1.  Kevin  &  Kerry  & 

David  Von  Erich;  2.  Michael  Haves  a 
Terry  Gordy  &  Buddy  Roberts;  3* 

Kevin  &  Kerry  &  Mike  Von  Erich- 

ChrisnAdHernacdSZ  4  Jake  Roberts  & 
Chris  Adams;  5.  Von  Erichs 

1.  Chris  Adams;  2.  Jimmy 

Von  Erich:  <  S  Hernand®Z;  4-  Mike 
Von  Erich  5’  Hernandez'  Kerry 

Texas >  l.  David  Von  Erich*  2  r,inrs 
Hernandez  cn’  bin° 

®ffatio£al.  1.  Jumbo  Tsuruta 
f^f^ffipticn-  1.  Stan  Hansen, 

United  National  •  i.  ni  Pi 

l^ppTiyist  3!  Xvi^Von86’ 

Erich;  4.  Genichiro  Tenrvu 
International  jr,  1.  Chavo 
Guerrero;  2.  Mighty  Inoue 
international  tap.  i  Gian-t  RcKo  o 

Tenryu^SUrUta  ’  2’  TsU^ta  &  G®niohiro 

Hansen^ '  *'  Bruiser  Brody  &  Stan 

Miwest:  1.  Rio  Oliver;  2.  Buddy 

20Sa-  3;  Oliver;  4.  Billy  Jack. 
m  6.  Bobby  Jaggers 

pgf{"?st  t7f,!D-1'  °urt  Hennig  & 

Pat  McGee;  2.  Rip  Oliver  &  The 
Assassin,  3.  Torn  Prichard  &  Brett 

R  Prf;h4’Ar-.Eb0ny  4  Mike  Miller, 

Jerrv  Grav  7  ^yer‘  6’  Prichard  & 
uerry  Gray;  7.  Ebony  &  Miller 

African  wrestt.t no.  association 

F^rilta:  71Cn- B°ckwinkel;  2.  Jumbo 
»t°r?ruta;  3.  Rick  Martel 
MA_±ag:  1.  Ken  Patera  &  Jerry 

c  " slll  2-  The  Crusher  &  Baron 
von  Raschke;  3.  Road  Warriors 

MID  SOUTH 

^Hr  A5tWS?"*  1’  J unkyard  Dog, 

4 ’  Ernie  Ladrtlnf  In:  1  MaSnum  T.A.; 
m  j  oni!,Lac?df  Brad  Armstrong 

2^Terrv  Tav'lor1  ’  ah- r  Khrasbchev  , 
4-  Bill^Dundee'"  3’  Street: 

_Mid  South  tag,  1.  Mr.  »r.,+1.  „  TT 

BohheT+T,A,i  2'.D®™is  Condrey  & 

^  aton,  3.  Ricky  Morton  &  Robert 

2  rfh  !  4-  Gondr®y  4  Eaton;  5.  M^rto^ 
&  Gibson;  6.  Ted  DiBiase  &  Hercules 
Hernandez;  7.  Morton  &  Gibson 

SOUTHWEST 

pirt4wesi'  1-  Scott  Casey;  2  Kin«r- 
Brooks;  3.  Bobby  Jaegers-  4  nJ.  H 
5.  Kevin  Sullivan  g’  Br°°Ks; 

Bri®  Embry  &  Ken 

limbs,  2.  A1  Perez  &  Manny  Fernandez- 

Greer  1  4’  Embry  4  ^ 

l  SawYer  &  Chickv 

m p Em^ry  &  Greer;  7.  Jerrv 
Olski  &  Rick  Casey  y 


)0 


JARRETT  PROMOTIONS 
International ;  1.  Austin  Idol; 

2.  Randy  Savage;  J.  Idol;  4.  Masao 
Ito;  5.  Tommy  Rich;  6.  Eddie 
Gilbert;  7.  Dutch  Mantell;  8. 
Gilbert;  9.  Terry  Taylor 
Southern:  1.  Jerry  Lawler; 

2.  Humungous;  3.  Lawler;  4.  Ric 
Rude;  5.  Tommy  Rich;  6.  King  Kong 
Bundy;  7.  Lawler 

Mid  American:  1.  Randy  Savage;  2. 
Jerry  Lawler;  3.  Jacques  Rogeau; 

4.  Kostia  Korchenko;  5.  Mike  Sharpe 
Southern  tag:  1.  Stan  Lane  &  Steve 
Keirn;  2.  ulijah  Akeem  &  Kareem 
Muhammad;  3.  Koko  Ware  &  Norvell 
Austin;  4.  Akeem  &  Muhammad; 

5.  Jerry  La^bpr  &  Jos  LeDuc;  6. 
Tommy  Rich  &  Eddie  Gilbert;  7. 

Phil  Hickerson  &  The  Spoiler; 

8.  Ricky  Morton  &  Robert  Gibson? 

9.  The  Nightmares  (Ken  Wayne  & 

Danny  Davis);  10.  Dutch  Mantell  & 
Rich;  11.  King  Kong  Bundy  &  Ric 
Rude;  12.  Lane  &  Keirn;  13.  Interns 
(Don  Bass  Sc  Roger  Smith) 

WORLD  WRESTLING  EEDTtpa^t  qu 

|WF:  1.  Iron  Sheik;  2.  Hulk  Hogan 

- ntercontine ntal :  1.  Don  Mur®co; 

?*  Tit0  Santana;  3.  Greg  /alentine 
-ftl?  tag:  1.  Tony  Atlas  Sc  Rocky 
Johnson;  2.  Dick  Murdoch  &  Adrian 
Ador.i  s 


NEW  JAPAN 

UGP:  1.  Hulk  Hogan;  2.  Antoni© 

Inoki 

International:  1.  Tatsuni  Fuiinami 
NWA  ,ir:  1.  The  Cobr® 

-F_J r :  1.  Dynamite  Hid;  2.  The  Cobr® 
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LARGEST  CR 
Islamabad,  Pakistan 
Greensboro ,  North  Carolina 
Peshwal,  Pakistan 
Dali® c ,  Texas 
Lahore,  Pakistan 

Karachi ,  Pakistan 
Kuwaita,  Pakistan 

San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico 

Madison  Square  Garden 
Madison  Square  Garden 
Madison  Square  Garden 
Madison  Square  Garden 
Madison  Square  Garden 

Madison  Square  Garden 
Superdome 

Madison  Square  Garden 
Madison  Square  Garden 
Me  adowlands 

Superdome 

Madison  Square  Garden 
Phil ® Hei^hia 

St.  Paul  Civic  Center 

Me adowlands 
Rosemont  Horizon 
Capital  Centre 
Rosemont  Horizon 

circuit  attendance 

H  • 


.V  D  S 

Antonio  Inoki  vs.  Allan  Co®ge 
Ric  Fl®ir  vs.  Dusty  Rhodes 
antoni 0  Inoki  vs.  Superstar 
Ric  FI® i r  vs.  Kerry  Von  Erich 
Inoki-Fu j in®mi  vs.  Coame- 
Eilly ^  Crusher  (Superstar) 

An  tom  0  Inoki  vs.  Superstar 
Tatsuni  Fu j in®mi -Pi ki  Choshu  vs 
Billy  Crusher-El  Canek 
Bruiser  Brody -St an  Hansen  v s 
Carlos  Colon- Abdul lab  Butcher 
Hulk  Hogan  vs  Iron  Sheik 
Hulk  Hogan  vs  Paul  Crndorff 
Bob  Backlund  vs  Greg  valentine 
Sgt.  Slaughter  vs  Iron  Sheik 
Roddy  Pip<=r-Bob  Orton  vs 
Jimmy  Snuka-Tonpe  Kid 
Sgtv  Slaughter  vs  Iron  Sheik 
Eill  Watts- Junkyard  Dog,  vs 
Dennis  Condrey-Bobby  Eaton 
Sgt.  Slaughter  vs  Iron  Sheik 
Tonga  Kid  vs  Roddy  Piper 
Battle  Royal 

Hulk  Hogan  vs  David. Shults 
Junky® rd  Dog  vs  Butch  Reed 
Hulk  Hog®  n  vs  John  Studd 
Sgt.  Slaughter- Junkyard  Dos  vs 
I r®®  Shei k-Niccoli  Volkoff 
Gagne-Crusher  v ^  Kaipsey- 

Blackwel 1 

And  re -Hulk  vs  Murdoch-A doni s-St 
Jumbo  Tsuruta  vs  Elackjack  lanz 
Hulk  Hogan  vs  Iron  Sheik 

Black jacks-Bruiser  vs 
Pater  a-Bl ackwell-Kai ssey 


from 


M  R 


MIKE 


"p~r„«„"r;t.-i,8‘‘ ■■■  *»« «  t«. z\k,A/z°%r\i 

ss  s^rv*  «  "»’  '*”"'■  ™"k «  ^ s.sSis' 

as*  ; vs as. 

Salt  Lake  City,  San  Fr*no*after  9  two  month  absence  The  h«fUnng  Hulk's 
long  success  iA  Denver SC0  3n?  Las  v®gas  markets '  upTto  cnmr,??6"6*  Up  the 
loomed.  ’  ^  move  m  Phoenix,  lone  »  ••Pqoc.-i  •  °™P^lment  there 

The  Crockett  Mid  Atlantic  +.  WaSte  Land" 

Dallas  ortteI-  Was  finishing  InTlf^ts  b?i?lnating  in  the  Star-cade  *83 

more  interested  in^ther  P^?ble™JSS ’interconUnent^eham^DonV61^  Played 

^riheT^e^^:S\V°^S^"-ing-  They  losing"money 

otrK?  ■  &•"  th.  green  ilght 

Orndorff  %n^  I°ast  exPansion  and  the  ra5  ri?nf  Di  nThe  ®0Ves  UP  to  this 

overlfaiarmino^' *k  Sheik'  Brian  Blair  and  TUo  Iant*ngF’,^ale'n  (paul 
"AH  America  ^Wrestling  "^lulled  int°  cable  marked  in’ the  ?^„S6r 

from  other  circuit^  £  lulled  many  0f  us  with  their  l  +  ™  of 

Boom  Boom  Boom Th^wSphfiSS*  We  thouSht .  as  usuaU® hllghtinR  Stars 

December. ^From  t£' SfeWr 

Bob  Orton  soon  following  loth°  Came  R°ddy  Piper  "ith  Grig  Valentin3  in„ 

”  Mlnr“1’ 

This  allowedraby°springWtime^l^f eS^*^gW^pll^p^®p™®^hing0li ke*>90SmarkS+  ^ 

p°°So^s^3nt  jds  :o;r  ows  in  many 

-t*’ 

"feiSHs^as 

Georgia  Championship  Wre  ^tlinp^T^86  °f  a  controlling  interest  in  u  • 
Jack  Tunney  (now  e]pva+!^  +  nf^  Inc-  vinnie  also  got' TnmnfSVn  arch-rival 
was  faced  with  realll  ^  J?  President"  of  the  World  Wrp2+?°  Whan  promoter 

crowds  soon  dwindled  ^1C\  Tepid  suc^^  wal  mefat'f f“?u^  and  did 
Paul,  Chicago  .^"5  a^l 

seen  a  measure  of  success. 
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They  will  certainly  wind  up  destroyed  in  the  Mid  South  (Watts  happenin’ *?) 
and  Dallas.  Nearly  everywhere  else  outside'  the  Northeast  saw  some  success 
and  then  progressively  worse  attended  shows.  A  "new  era"  indeed.  The  Peter 
Principle  is  now  the  Vinnie  Principle.  Have  all  the  right  strategies.  Use 
all  the  wrong  tactics.  Get  you  ass  handed  to  you.  /ince ,  now  you  can  write 
a  book. 


Most  of  the  circuits  hit  hard  by  Vince  one  year  ago,  after  some  shakiness 
are  enjoying  current  success.  For  the  AWA ,  Minneapoli s-St .  Paul  "hometown”  * 
seems  to  be  rallying.  Chicago  had  stayed  solid.  Winnipeg  remains  bright  a<? 
well..  They’ve  had  some  disasters  like  San  Francisco,  Indianapolis  and 
Phoenix.  Salt  Lake  City  has  been  down  since  a  multi-no-show  fiasco 
w  ?id  Atlantic,  considering  the  talent  they  lost  (Piper,  Orton’,  Valentin- 

Windham)  and  they  replacements  (Dusty,  Fernandez)  it’s  a  miracle  Starcade 

’84  went  as  well  as  . 

What  about  85? 


it  did.  They  seem  to  have  some  positive  momentum. 


All  eyes  will  remain  on  the  WWF  as 
Are  they  hurting  for  money  yet?  It’s 


they  enter  year  two  of  the  new  era 
difficult  to  imagine  how  they  can’t 


They  keep  chugging 
up  quite  a  bit.  Billy 
took  off  after  a  year 
out  quickly  there*"  wasn' t 
Who  cares,  but  it's  fun 
calendar  and  in  magazine 
Slaughter  put  in  for 


The 


be  with  overall  attendance  poorer  than  any  scenario 
along  with  talent  signings,  although  they've  slowed 
Jack  left  after  almost  an  entire  week.  Brian  Blair 
in  prelims.  Dynamite  Kid  and  Davey  Boy  Smith  found 
one  decent  opponent  to  work  with.  Kimala  is  gone, 
to  see  now-gone  guys  promoted  like  heck  in  the  WWF  _ 
ads.  Their  biggest  loss  is  the  most  recent  since  Sgt. 
a  transfer. 

As  for  the  new  faces.  The  biggest  joke  is  Ed  Leslie/Boulder/Ho^ an 
re-emerging  as  Brutus  Beefcake,  or  more  perceptively  Brutus  Buttplug. 

Tonga  Kid  was.  been  a  credible  performer,  doing  as  good  a  job  as  can' be 
expected  filling  the  Jimmy  Snuka  void.  Jimmy's  back  now.  Brooklyn  girds 
beware.  The  point  is,  however,  they're  bringing  in  lower  Priced  talent 

We’re  finally  seeing  how  they’ll  use  the  "Hillbilly"  in  tv>e  audience 
one-time  Harley  Davidson. (Jim  Morris).  Also,  the  Superstars  syndie  from 
St.  Louis  was  scrapped  with  no  replacement  evident,  and  none  needed.  ^he 
front  office  "talent"  had  better  keep  their  coats  on,  especially  former  AWA 
ones.  Unemploymentmania  runs  wild. 

To  their  credit,  the  Poughkeepsie,  New  York  tarings  with  ,'ince  and  Bruno 
has  a  genuine  aura  of  excitement. 

I've  avoided  discussing  in-ring  performances  by-and-larpe  with  goo^ 
reason.  The  "real"  champ,  Hulk  Hogan,  has  been  a  major  disappointment. 

It's  not  all  his  fault.  Consider  his  schedule.  It  would  make  Ric  Flair 
wince . 

Still,  the. Hulk's  lack  of  real  wrestling  ability  and  unimaginative  angles 
a  result  of  his  huge  and  giant-like  ego,  are  wearing  thin.  //here  will  it  so’ 
in  '85?  Retread  challengers  like  Orton,  / alentine,  Orndorff,  Ventura  and 
Sheik?  Eeef cake?  They’re  in  trouble.  Too  bad  Kimala' s  gone. 

One  good  foe  would  be  Butch  Reed.  Hopefully  Bill  Watts  wiil  keep  him 
pacified.  Incredibly  enough,  reliable  word  has  it  the  WWF  never  even 
approached  the  guy.  Another  good  foe  would  be  Randy  Savage  but  he's  already 
said,. "No  thanks."  I  don’t  want  to  forget  Ken  Patera  as  a  potential  challenger 
even  if  I  already  have  forgotten  him  as  a  talented  wrestler. 

As  for  the  AWA  and  NWA--as  long  as  the  AWA  has  Brody  it  will  keep  mv 
interest  and  I  suspect,  the  crowds  as  well.  Less  so  the  Roadies,  although 
they're  vitally  important  to  the  public  in  general.  The  AWA  is  suffering 
with  a  lackluster  champion  in  Rick  Martel.  Hopefully  that  will 

The  NWA  should  keep  rolling  along  even  though  most  areas  are 
of  rehabilitation.  Flair  remains  a  o&sf  -perfect  chamD,  but  even 
weather  endless  "temporary"  title  changes  ala  Kerry  v'on  Erich. 

It's  hardly  a  secret  that  Ric  and  Jerry  Lawler  will  dance- that-danoe 
sometime  in  '85.  I'd  rather  not  t&iink  about  it. 


change . 
in  need 
he  can't 


s_  T  A  R  G  A  n 

*  "StarcaL"UhI  006  6Vent'  the  word 
"+h!  £®d  becarae  synonymous  with 

year"  aSfnf  and  beSt  card  °*  the 
year^  among  pro  wrestling  fans 

The  inaugural  Starcade  '83  event 

taking  place  on  Thanksgiving  was’ 

cardeofaSnth:-  "neatest  wre^ing 
card  of  all-time."  Billing  1 t 

rare  in  this  bufi^esl 
but  living  up  to  that  billing is’ 
tarcade  '83  saw  the  advent  of 

circui?ingraSky  =onCept‘  ***** 

ItiS  m  Is  5  card  at  high  prices 

($12. 50  t°  $15  per  hea(j^  ^ices 

geographical  area  consisting  of 

S--1,;?**.. «« 

ICO.  But  the  guns  were  there 
Worldytf??  3  thing,  the  climactic 
Harley  Racl  and^h^ between  champion 
insid^  a^g??*  ^ 

sending  G^VvllenSIn^agllinsf  ££dd 

Ssrie  ,,i,R  •&«». 

Jay  Youngblood  and  Ricky  Steamboat^ 

Sr~n*,5Si';.f?'?;  =.;«S“SSl'U 

putting  MsVa  i  LUI  er  the  mask) 

his  career  nn  '  ??d  theoretically 

Mid  Atlantic  TV  mi^iS831"8*?3'**'* '  ■ 
limit  match.  6  10  3  n°  time 

Between  the  spI 1 nn+  • _  n 
snd  closed  circuit  sUes?  ° 

and  S  the  largest 'gate  ^rgest  crowd 
history  in  Nor  ^Crica^h?^- ^ 
match  sending  Flair  homo*  e  ^f^light 
over  Race  home  as  champion 

nf  +h  aH  Placed  second  in  the  Match 

;;?rr;a  «; 

wL  -L  to°  y°un^  to  know  if  it 
was  the  greatest  card  of  on  +  •  x 

in'recent^years'^  WaS  the  *>1™^ 

The  follow-up  wasn't  expected  +r 
approach  that  mark  The  ^  d  to 
weren't  nearly  as  “?tch-ups 

stable  of  wrestler?  £d'  ,/lm  Cr°cketf s 
n- .  wrestlers  was  down  from 

to  just°P;hreeh?op-notchersW(Std  °!!amp 

andkthe3chLp?d  *UUy  Bla-hard3m  °3t* 

nearl v  ™  a*pe?ted'  the  card  wasn't 
However°I  w^uldTaill t^  predecess°r. 

Show.  All  the  wreastlersap:erfyrL°8d 

iust°a tf oir+P°tenti al '  There  were 
just  a  few  too  many  limited  no+on+*  t 
boys  on  the  show.  *  X  d  poten*ial 

Not  only  did  the  show  sellout 

srsEs  assSir.s.i6-^- 

1  ’500  JSi?*rnd)‘,4-500 ^allotte)” 
innn  fw-1  bouse  ( sPartanburg) , 
a'fewi  h  iast°n-Salan  )  down  to  just 
The  tota?  (°rland0'  Florid^) 

and000:  m?kinenitntheWNo.r2Utrowd 

wres?iarnginhiXh.AmeriCan 

On  with  the  show: 
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as  the  N.w.a.  World  jr!  heavyweight 
crown  pinning  Mike  Davis  in  7:00 

supl1ev°aKgt\Br0wn  with  a  back 
wJn  *A  bat  Brown  managed  to  bridge 
while  Davis  didn't.  Good  paced 

action  and  Brown  even  showed  some 

?en  w°V!S’  but  his  lack  of  exper- 
lenced  showed.  **i  per 

in  ^onVti,daS  Pinned  Masao  Ito 

1th  an  airplane  spin.  £Eput 
was  uneventful.  *  F 

3.  Jesse  Barr  retained  the  Florida 
title  pinning  Kike  Graham  in  12:00 
smg  ropes  as  leverage.  The  first 
five  minutes  were  bad  hut  11  st 
Picked  up  and  i^tu^ned  into  a  Trl 

Barr'?3perfWlth  many  naar  falls'  V 
:3?r+LPerf0rmance  in  s°me  ways 

clrdthai  th666^  surPrise  of  the 
notfd  ?Ugh  many  had  previously 

better  fLnmpr°VYment-  Grahanl  was 
cetter  than  usual,  but  not  as  good 

rateeitahighfeVVyearS  back'  can't 

beginning!^**?  be°aUse  of  the  d“H 

h.  The  Assassim  4  Buzz  Tvler  won 

zLh1-"11??^0"  tae  matchyfrom  the 
Zambuie  Elephants  in  4:00.  Tvler's 

attempt  to  dance  to  "Footloose"  was 
as  unintentionally  ludicrous  as 

wasCki‘ndMo!?0nhtrieS  t0  Ending 

Fitil  f  cheap  as  Tyler  and 

rini  ardkee“  f°ueht  outside  the 
ring  ancj  were  both  counted  out 

Karo  6  ^a?e  moment  Assassin  and 
Kareem  Muhammad  collided.  Tvler 

ropel  ontnSKin’  s?andine  by  the 

This  ias  all  ^uSn3  °baf\frame- 

action.  *  tlon'  albiet  poor 

jLf™*  ?ernandez  pinned  Black 
B  *5  win  ?  newly  concocted 
Brass  Knux  title  in  8:00.  j.j. 
Dillon  threw  Bart  a  rope,  and 


/ 


rolling  reverse*  poorly  executed  I 
should  add.  Fernandez  bled  3i00 
into  the  bout  and  Bart  bled  at 
5*00,  both  for  no  apparent  reason 
other  tttien  their  inability  to  get 
"heat"  any  other  way.  ** 

6.  Paul  Jones  pinned  Jimmy  Valiant 
in  5*00  in  a  tuxedo  street  fight, 
which  was  also  a  loser  leaves  town 
match.  Valiant  started  by  stripping 
Jones  down  to  his  briefs.  Jones 
bled  at  4*00  which  didn't  look  good 
considering  Valiant"  s  punches  are 
the  second  worst  (nothing  tops 
Mulligan)  in  the  biz*.  The  ref 
was  KOed,  J.J.  Dillon  clobbered 
Valiant  with  an  object  and  Jones 
pinned  him.  Bring  Back  Charlie 
Brown.  I  hate  to  admit  it,  but 
I  enjoyed  this  match  a  little.  ** 

7.  Hon  Bass  beat  Dick  Slater  via 
DQ  in  9*00  when  Di«kk  shoved  down 
the  referee.  Slater  spent  too 
much  time  at  the  beginning  chasing 
J»J«  Dillon  and  they  didn't  lock 
up  and  use  holds  till  the  3*00  mark. 
Slater  was  excellent  for  the  rest 
of  the  bout  and  Bass  was  bearable.*** 

8.  Ivan  &  Nikita  Koloff  downed  Keith 
Larson  Sc  Ole  Anderson  in  15*00  when 
Ivan  pinned  Larson  after  hitting  him 
with  a  chain  as  the  ref  was  breaking 
up  Ole's  brawl  with  Nikita.  The  angl 
with  Larson  going  for  revenge  for 
his  brother  (Don  Kernodle)  worked  for 
me,  however  Keith  doesn't  look 
convincing  on  top.  Ole  and  Nikita 
were  useless,  as  they  always  are 
but  Ivan  made  this  bout  very  good. 
Afterthe  bout  Kernodle,  who  was  at 
ringside ,  broke  his  crutches  over 
Ivan's  back  which  was  the  best  part 
of  the  event.  *** 

9.  Tully  Blanchard  retained  the  Mid 
Atlantic  TV  title  pinning  Ricky 
Steamboat  in  14*00  when  Rick  went 
for  a  roll-up,  Tully  went  into  his 
trunks,  nailed  Rick  with  an  object 
and  got  the  pin.  This  was  one  of 
the  best  matches  I've  seen  all  year 
on  this  side  of  the  Pacific. 

Steamboat  was  by  far  the  best  performer 
on  the  card  and  Tully  stayed  with  him 
all  the  way.  The  pace  was  extremely 
hot  and  every  move  looked  convincing. 

To  me,  this  bout  saved  the  card  because 
a  show  like  this  needs  at  least  one 
outstanding  match.  ****J 

10.  Wahoo  McDaniel  retained  the  U.S. 
title  pinning  Billy  Graham  with  a  chop 
off  the  ropes  in  4*00.  The  only  thing 
I  can  say  positive  about  the  bout  is 
that  they  worked  their  4*00.  J* 

11.  Ric  Flair  retained  the  World's 
title  downing  Dusty  Rhodes  when  ref 
Joe  Frazier  stopped  the  match  because 
of  Rhodes'  cut  above  the  eye  in  12*00. 
Rhodes  generally  bleeds  worse  than 
this  when  he  shaves,  but  the  cut  was 
near  the  eye  giving  a  small  bit  of 
credibility  to  the  decision.  Rhodes 
either  can't  or  wort't  move,  I'm  not 
sure  which.  Flair  put  on  his  normal 
great  performance,  but  in  with  a  bum 
like  Dusty,  even  "The  One  and  Only" 
can  only  do  so  much.  *** 


STARCADE  DISAPPOINTING 


C-O.  RRESPONDENTS  corn,,  r 


show  !nfhd  last  years'  starcade 
Th?=  f, d  h?  never  forgiven  myself. 

matUewhat.WaS  g°ing  t0  See  U  n° 

waa  looking  forward  to  a  good 

a  littl  l  +w?W  t£e  talent  wouldSbe 
a  little  thin,  but  talent  doesn't 

a.g00d  show.  However, 

I  was  disappointed.  Although  it  wasn't 

a  ^rr,lbl®  oard'  for  Starcade.  it  was 

a  big  letdown.  After  think-ini  *  +  was 

Jifr  ^  "asn'f  such'a'bafjo!  bj  °V6r’ 

AU°i  e  n1ier  a11'  however. 

excent  tha  i1  3h!  Card  was  acceptable 
except  the  last  two  matchpQ 

Graham  and  Flair-Rhodes)  wihoo's' 

and°forathS0^h0rt  lt  was  a  crime? 

the  blg  match  to  end  without 
a  solid  winner  was  a  letdown. 

feudrandelever^aut?esenhed  many 

IontheSUlt  ”aS  for  the  nextathreehandS‘ 
muohhh  crowda  “ere  down  and  nothing 
much  happened  on  the  TV  shows.  Vefv 
little  was  settled  this  year  so  Illy,* 
we  have  the  mn^nn  *  ^  ar»  so  Perhaps 

in  the  fnt  r!  2?  l°T  Some  ^00d  times 
i  .  xne  future.  Whatever  the  reason 

ahoo  and  Graham  were  still  inexcusable. 
Mike  Sapp 

Falls  Church,  Virginia 
GETTING  BURNED  DTTm 

the^l  Paotainly  can’t  biame  you  in 
x2e  least  for  your  current  statp 
Of  pro  wrestling  "burn  out.''  ^ 

feel'e+hearted:Ly  agree  with  you  and 
aflai  Jame  way  ab°ot  the  state  of 
“sport?"0*  my  one-time  favorite 

h»  iSefS0dally  feel  vince  Jr.  will 
fngle-handedly  responsible  for 
the  inevitable  demise  of  this 
once  great  pasttime.  I  had  hoped 

in'the8  W?w?F.Sebutetf?r  thiS  year 
more  months  of  attending  live^hows 
my  hope  turned  into  totfl  despai? 

of  a  WW^oi^°-g^  the  main  P°inb 

appetite  aL  ?y,1S  J°  the  viewers' 

appetite  and  thus  hopefully  securp 

large  crowds  at  the  arena  sh?ws? 

*et,  when  one  attends  a  WWF 

arena  card  (be  it  MSG.  Nassau 

Coliseum,  Meadowlands,  Spectrum 

oonfhertVjr  we  are  invariably 

arm?  of®?  3  seeraingly  endless 

TV  matche2°th^"e  haPPening  rest-hold 
matches.  I  m  convinced  that  anv 

10-year-old  could  do  a  better  job  of 

promoting  and  matchmaking  than \e  does 

Howard  Lapes 
Yonkers,  New  York 

MORE  FOIIT-TTPq 

Detroitenna+h  b?6n  m°re  no-shows  in 
£®*+01*  the  last  few  WWF  shows. 

a  recent  shnPr°blem-iS  when  advertising 
set  of  !  fh8  ’  °n®  lntervie*  gave  one 
the  sLo  aCh®S  and  another  interview 
set  o?mm  +al  gaVe  a  completely  different 
1°  ”a  fe6'.  The  only  match  the 
same  was  the  main  event. 


_CAN  VOTE  pm  A  FEW  THINGS 

wre?+imUg?!  1  don,t  see  enough 
?n  th1  61?°  vote  on  most  categories 
these 6 three !  *  Can  SUrely  vote  on 
t  If0nSt  announcer  has  got  to  be 
ReSn  ?®y?olds-  Some  of  my  favorite 
te^v  Bot^S‘ +KTh®T-  Junkyabd  Man , 

?EK  iS  wJf’itST’JS'W.r.r 

inches  tall.  Also  Tony  Reed  and  B^tch 

BrunoOC\sfTthe-rar  fn  one  word— 
legeda°^Pe  ^  "0dalSnews  showMng 

s~  :vsa 

§  ■, . g  0  mention  any  names  but  I'll 

in  Ly°“-^e  East  Coast  wrestling 

whaty+v,Pini°n  ls  a  crime  and  a  shame 

away  with  til*  the  publio- 

tbf=  i^h  ihe  caPe'  the  Pretty  Bov 

and  Sdper  this  or  whatever  y 

will  the?  nestling.  Not  only 

maybe  they'  l^start^p??'  Crowds '  but 
resDeot  ati art  faming  some 

of  tttgamt  "  medla  and  the  ofitics 
I  remember  at  onp  mint  nr,+  + 
long_ ago  when  Bruno  had  to  be  °° 

the  Cally  re strained  from  kicking 
™®  dr?P  out  of  "guess  who"  and  6 

ht:  again?°rking  Side-by-si^  with 

whoFke?oite  wrastler — The  only  guy 
wno  keeps  me  glued  to  mv  seat  .n 

the  time  is  Ric  Flair.  aU 

is  thatniymC^?n?  °"  Vince  McMahon 
1  m  certain  he's  the  biggest 

canted*  th6m  ?U-  1  couldn't  bl 

?f  Cali??!?  herW1Se-  He  reminds  me 
his  own  family  to  get  m^ower6^ 

WWF  wft?  T$ny  Atlas'  return  tt  the 

sav  1  dM'f  SoufdinS  prejudice,  let's 
say  i  don't  consider  Tonv  tn  h0  +t 

most  intelligent  guy 

John  Pantozzi 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

MORE  ON  BRODY 

wrestL0^^^  ?r°dy 

tag  him  with  Sheik  Katss;y,A-Th?Uldn' t 
funniest  feud  right  now  has  to  be 
reg  Gagne  and  Brody  with  Greg 

reipnog  ab°^  h0W  he  wants  to  get 
revenge  against  Brody.  I  think  T»h 

go  to  any  card  with  BrodJ-dwf  on  it 
c  ^trd  rs.°f  any  other  matches?*1  T 

can  t  imagine  even  the  stupidest  fan 
buying  Greg  beating  on  Brody  fa" 


Vic  Sherberg 
Chicago,  Illinois 
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THE  MTV  GENERATION 

I  saw  a  bit  of  the  tape  of  Gordon 
Solie  and  Lance  Russell  together  and 
I  kind  of  liked  it.  I  think  if  anyone 
can  make  Gordon  look  good  it's  Lance. 

I  hope  Stan  Stasiak  gets  some  kind 
of  job  behirti  the  mike.  Seeing  his 
feud  with  Rip  Oliver  made  me  appreciate 
him  as  a  commentator. 

I'm  also  glad  Dynamite  Kid  left 
Ringling  Brothers.  I  would  hope  they’ll 
create  an  NWA  jr.  belt  for  him. 

If  he  came  back  to  the  Northwest, 

I  might  actually  attend  live  cards 
again--unless,  of  course  Billy  Jack 
returns . 


is  a  fiasco  and  of  no  consequence 
in  the  Northeast.  While  many  of* 
the  matches  show  good  workrate , 
a  steady  diet  of  no-angles  and  of 
squash  bouts  will  never  hurt  Bozo 
in  the  slightest  in  the  Northeast. 

To  show  how  out  of  touch  they  are 
with  the  fans  here,  the  continue  to 
parade  around  "Triple  B"  (Boring  Bob 
Backlund) .  If  only  they  had 
developed  one  fued,  or  two,  or 
displayed  some  matches  with  names 
vs.  names. .  I  guess  with  Virgil’s 
hand  in  things,  anything  more  than 
an  ego  trip  would  be  too  much  to 
expect. 


Lastly,  I  had  the  chance  to  talk 
with  my  13-year-old  sister,  an  "MTV 
generation”  wrestling  fan.  She  went 
on  extolling  the  virtues  of  Hulk 
Hogan. and  Wendi  Richter.  I  told  her 
she  picked  two  wrestlers  with  very 
little  ability  arid  she  said,  "It 
doesn’t  matter  because  wrestling 
is  all  hype.” 

For  a  person  who  watches  only 
WWF  TV  matches  and  has  no  knowledge 
of. wrestling  beyond  that,  what  she 
said  was  completely  true. 

She  doesn’t  know  who  Ric  Flair 
is  and  she  thinks  Dynamite  Kid  is 
"no  good,  he's  too  small." 

Sean  Ryan 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

DIDN'T  LIKE  WEDDINGS 

When  I  read  about  the  direction 
pro  wrestling  is  going,  I  have  the 
seem  feeling  of  futility  and  fascina¬ 
tion  I  got  when  I  vtetched  the 
"Butcher  Vachon  wedding”  on  TNT. 
Fortunately  I  wasn’t  home  at  the 
time  but  I  have  it  on  tape  for 
posterity  purposes. 

I  can't  believe  any  hour  or  two 
devoted  to  pro  wrestling  in  the 
future  will  ever  be  so  degrading 
to  the  sport  or  lacking  in  respect 
for  its  fans.  No  one  would  ever 
believe  a  description  of  that 
abomination  without  visual  proof. 

This  erases  all  doubt  as  to  who 
is  the  biggest  "horse's  ass”  in 
wrestling.  How  could  Vince  regard 
this  as  enhancing  anyone's  view 
of  pro  wrestling. 

The  only  thing  positive  from 
the  show  is  wasn’t  it  ingenious 
of  him  to  produce  one  program  at 
the  last  minute  which  unquestionably 
qualifies  him  for  winning  four  of 
your  awards — shock  of  the  year,  most 
disgusting  promotional  tactic, 
worst  TV  show  and  worst  announcer. 

Ron  Dobratz 
Roscoe,  Illinois 

OLE'S  CIRCUS  GETTING  BETTER 

The  last  few  weeks  of  the  Georgia 
NWA  Wrestling  show  with  the  influence 
of  Memphis  boys  has  made  Ole's  show 
quite  entertaining. 

With  Jimmy  Hart  around,  it's  hard 
even  for  a  shmo  like  Ole  to  screw  up. 

I  think  it’s  quite  apparent 

that  the  Eddie  Einhorn  syndicate  group 


iiuwever,  uozo's  decline  is 
evident. .  After  watching  an  inane 
m®ani^1®ss  wedding  segment  on 
get  the  impression  Vinnie 
is  finished  and  is  just  hoping 
to  be  saved  by  a  network  contract 
thus  he's  going  all-out  for  attention. 
Rumor  has  it  Vince's  "War  chest" 
is  rapidly  depleting  anyway. 

His  TV  shows  have  become  worse 
than  ever.  The  live  shows  I've  seen 
‘that*  If  Vince  was  smart, 
he  d  look  for  buyers  for  his  empire. 
The. only. thing  he’s  done  is  create 
an  illusion  of  a  booming  wrestling 
business. 

I  would  like  to  salute  the  following 
wrestlers- -Buzz  Sawyer,  Don  Kernodle  , 
Ivan  Koloff,  Kimala,  Dynamite  Kid, 

Davey  Boy  Smith,  The  Superstar, 

Brian  Blair  and  Sgt.  Slaughter. 

Rich  Dorf 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania 

Below:  Ever  think  you’d  see  an  ad 
like  this? 
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Bringing  the  world  to  you  in  a  dish” 

AUDIO  &  VIDEO  EQUIPMENT 
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“YOUR  DISH  WILL  ALLOW  YOU 
TO  PICK  UP  WRESTLING 
PROGRAMS  FROM  ALL  OVER 
THE  COUNTRY!" 


WITH  THIS  COUPON 
TICKETS  TO  MONDAY  NIGHT  WRESTLING 

(WITH  DEMONSTRATION  AND  CREDIT  APPROVAL) 
WHILE  SUPPLIES  LAST 

_ 100%  FINANCING 
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wrestlimg  has  *onrt\,  0888 ’  pro 

ones,  and  some^ai^to1"™- bad 
Despite  a  middlin- . 

has  to  go  downbf=Sht  Spots>  this 
ones  go  down  as  one  of  the  bad 

wor]Hnae  “oMah°n’s  attempt  at 
world  domination  of  wrest!  ^ 

using  mainiy  past  the”  £i£f’ 

for  oth«.rS  met  with  mixed  reacts 

lor  ° ther  promotions.  ' 

Mg  decline 

a  year  before  more  that 

much  of  t^e  yea?  ;f/heeAWA'  fo1 
garbage  they^ve  Offf?e”fo?he  Sa” 

The  worst  event  of  +>,*  year£ 
was  the  death  n  °?J the  year 

Death  is  almost^always  a°?  ?rich- 
survivors,  Wha?  wa?  9V#K 

1»  that  at  a  yaan^aaa 


such  as  Dynamite  Kid ,Dav eyBov  1 
wSp  ?nnnlBrian  Blaip  have^lef t  t 

?fwen.that  Sgt-  Slaughter  l^t* 

I  was  disappointed  +n  4.w 

^55®;  «ne0r40eu;”> 

promotions,  but  I  think  the  Awl  ° 

CiaIlr??omnt?rably  “ith  the  W^rld 
oiass  promotion  you  seem  to  like 

Wamo^T^T  Br2dy’  the  Roa 
Superstar  III  ^  Mafed 

the  Dallas  sroun  g00d  as 

Bro^’  Warriors  ,  ^ockwinkel"1 

^eas?n:rig+shuppiy  *°odn?c«, 

are  good  but  ?atches  shown  on  TV 

avent  ends  wU?i  aSmana%e?er^rin 

uL^fr  ?r  th0Se  horrible  'girls^ 
erfenng  to  cause  a  DO  nr  _ 


■tinued  to  use  *lulfl^ers  con 

ago  had  lost  their  lffe^v?nl0ng 
Most  new  stunts  wPrc  ^ectlveness. 

?re  at  least  a  half  ri£°°r'  There 

which  would  have  bL?  ^"  Stunts 
in  any  other  year  the  Worst 

Plai?6  nipi'n.br^Sht  spot  was  Ric 
Flalr  continued  his 
dominance  of  the  n  w  a  lls 

a  grueling  schedule ?u?fbiing 
on  many  fine  exhibit!?^  *  1  g 

wSIt  else  olSibe"h11  remain  on  toi 
the  P?emIe?a?a?en?°^dtL0rhfor 
The  May  6  card  ainmth  business 
drew  the  largest  Stadiun 

state  for  SSStliST  dA?V0r  in  th< 
Free birds  v^V^ic^1!  “•  *he 

e«oa.*  if  .?",;?"  «,? 

and  prosper,  198^  wiii  u  survive 
a  turhing  poii??5  WlU  to  be 

together,  share  talent  b°/°rk 
territorial  boundaSU?.’  respec 

Danny  Novak 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 


INSIDE  JAPAN  WRESTLING 


Normally  this  column  in  the  Wrestling  Observer  deals  with  the  goings-on 
behind-the-scenes  in  Japanese  wrestling.  This  issue  we'll  instead  try  to 
give  you  a  look  at  the  Japanese  wrestling  itself.  I  was  fortunate  to  spend 
some  time  during  my  vacation  in  Japan  and  saw  many  shows,  met  many  wrestling 
fans  and  reporters,  had  a  tremendous  time,  and  also  saw  the  four  best  cards 
that  I've  probably  ever  seen,  or  likely  ever  will  see. 

I  know  that  I'm  tired  of  saying  it,  and  many  are  tired  of  reading  it,  but 
I'd  be  lying  (or  avoiding  the  truth)  not  to  say  the  three  Japanese  promotions 
are  the  three  best  I've  ever  seen.  I  lived  in  the  Dallas  area  during  their 
boom  period  and  saw  many  good  shows,  but  for  action  and  exitement  it  can't 
even  compare.  I  attended  several  Oklahoma  City  cards  for  Mid  South,  the 
promotion  most  feel  is  the  best  in  the  states  and  yes,  the  shows  were  great, 
but  the  caliber  of  athletes  and  their  work  rate  just  isn't  in  the  ballpark. 

Wrestling  is  treated  virtually  like  a  sport  in  Japan.  The  daily  sports 
newspaper  covers  the  previous  night's  bouts  in  great  detail,  always  with 
large  photos  accompanying  the  story.  With  baseball  season  over,  the  tag 
team  tournament  got  about  75  percent  of  the  sports  coverage,  with  just  a 
small  smattering  of  golf  and  volleyball  and  some  sumo.  There  are  three 
weekly  wrestling  magazines,  plus  two  more  weekly  wrestling  newspapers. 

There  are  also  several  large  monthly  books,  with  the  finest  wrestling 
photography  chock  full  of  great  action  color  shots — mostly  for  about  the 
same  price  as  the  U.S.  rags.  Many  bookstores  also  carry  photo  albums  of 
the  "hot”  wrestlers,  which  when  I  was  there  were  Riki  Choshu,  Akira  Maeda, 
Genichiro  Tenryu  and  Satoru  Sayama.  Biography  books  (all  in  Japanese 
unfortunately)  are  available  for  all  the  big  stars--Tsuruta ,  Fujinami, 

Choshu,  Maeda,  Terry  Funk,  Tenryu  and  Sayama.  There  are  even  wrestler 
postcards  and  wrestler  comic  books.  In  fact,  there  are  two  stores  devoted 
entirely  to  selling  wrestling  items  in  Tokyo  and  Osaka.  Besides  the  magazines 
and  books,  and  of  course  T-Shirts,  Choshu  calendars,  record  albums  (there 
are  more  than  30  LPs  on  the  market  which  are  wrestling  related,  and  they 
are  available  not  only  at  the  wrestling  and  sports  shops,  but  in  virtually 
every  record  store.  They  range  from  the  blow-by-blow  of  important  matches, 
like  the  old  Tiger  Mask  vs.  Dynamite  Kid  bouts;  to  wrestler  theme  song 
albums  and  as  many  people  know,  Hulk  Hogan  and  Terry  Funk  are  among  several 
wrestlers  who  actually  sing  on  their  own  LPs.  Funk’s  songs  were  all  arranged 
by  Jimmy  Hart  by  the  way) ,  they  also  sell  videotapes  of  great  bouts  dating 
back  probably  2 5  years,  to  the  present. 

I  was  very  lucky  that  during  a  short  stay  I  was  able  to  see  four  different 
troupes  of  wrestlers  and  of  course  Giant  Baba's  All  Japan  group  had  perhaps 
its  best  series  ever,  and  certainly  its  best  tag  team  tournament  ever. 

Antonio  Inoki's  New  Japan  group,  which  was  the  best  in  the  world  until  the 
roof  caved  in  during  September,  did  not  have  a  great  series  despite  it  being 
the  tag  tourney.  Of  course  the  big  mystery  circuit  is  the  Universal 
Wrestling  Federation  and  its  "shooting"  style. 

The  only  way  I  can  describe  UWF  wrestling  is  that  it's  a  culture  shock. 

This  is  the  hardest  wrestling  style  I've  ever  seen.  I  would  guess  most 
readers  of  this  publication,  as  serious  fans,  would  like  UWF  shows  live 
better  than  any  other  group.  Words  like  "selling"  aren't  even  in  these 
guys  vocabulary.  The  only  time  someone  goes  down  is  when  he's  knocked  down 
by  the  force  of  the  blow.  Most  of  the  matches  consist  of  "workout  style" 
wrestling,  with  absolutely  no  playing  to  the  crowd.  When  the  Japanese  stars 
go  against  one  another,  the  matches  are  about  as  close  to  pure  "shooting" 
as  you'll  ever  see.  Every  move  is  resisted  by  the  opponent.  It's  like 
a  combination  amateur  wrestling  match  with  kick  karate  moves  thrown  in. 

The  chops,  kicks  and  submission  holds  are  put  on  with  iPtVc  force.  At  the 
same  tine  ,  to  the  casual  fan  in  the  states,  which  I  would  call  99  percent 
of  them,  UWF  wrestling  would  go  over  their  head.  It  would  actually  appeal 
more  to  fans  of  amateur  wrestling  than  pro,  although  amateur  fans  may  be 
turned  off  because  of  the  finishes. 

While  I  won't  run  down  every  card  I  saw,  I'll  go  through  the  major  ones 
with  comments  on  many  of  the  wrestlers  who  most  tape  collectors  haven't  seen. 

December  5  -  Tokyo  Korauken  Hall  (Universal  Wrestling  Federation) 

1 .  Scott  McGhee  forced  Masami  Soranaka  (Karl  Gotch' s  son-in-law)  to  submit 
to  an  arralock  in  22i22.  This  bout  was  70-80  percent  realistic,  however  it 
was  evident  from  the  start  McGhee  was  far  superior.  “'.It'*  Was  too  obvious 
McGhee  was  carrying  the  guy  and  letting  him  be  on  top.  The  bout  was 
interesting  to  me,  and  things  like  rest  holds  don't  exist  here. 

2.  Mach  Hayato  forced  Scotty  Williams  to  submit  to  a  " sankaku jime"  (a  judo 
arm  bar  type  move)  in  14*28.  This  was  the  only  match  where  they  used  the 
ropes  for  any  purpose  and  there  was  showmanship  evident.  Williams  is  a 
very  good  wrestler,  he's  built  like  Spike  Huber  (a  little  short  but  muscular 
upper  body).  It  appeared  he  could  be  a  pretty  good  performer  on  a  U.S. 
circuit  if  given  the  chance  as  he's  strong,  a  good  athlete,  can  wrestle 
well,  has  very  good  timing  and  above  all  has  tremendous  desire  ("fighting 
spirit"  as  they  call  it  in  Japan).  Hayato  did  a  flying  body  press  from 

the  top  turnbuckle  onto  Williams  who  was  on  the  arena  floor.  Hayato  hasn't 
learned  "shooting"  well  yet.  Williams  was' definitely  the  superior  wrestler. 
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December  6  -  Hiroshima  Gym  (New  Japan  Pro  Wrestling) 

1.  Naoki  Sano  forced  Masahiro  Chono  to  submit  with  a  combination  armlock 
and  leglock  in  11*19.  These  guys  are  both  very  inexperienced  and  wrestled 
an  amateur  free style- type  match,  almost  like  a  UWF  opener. 

2.  Keiichi  Yamada  and  Shoku  Kim  downed  Tatsutoshi  Gotoh  and  Keiji  Mutoh 

in  13*19  when  Yamada  pinned  Mutoh  with  a  diving  head-butt.  Yamada  is  called 
the  Japanese  Dynamite  Kid,  is  very  similar  to  the  Kid  when  he  arrived  in 
Japan  at  160  lbs.  in  his  pre-anabolic  days.  He's  far  more  advanced  than  anv 
rookie  on  this  planet  and  uses  Kid-moves  like  the  tombstone  piledriver 
snap  suplex,  quick  dropkicks  and  the  finisher.  *** 

3.  Kerry  Brown  pinned  Shunji  Kosugi  with  a  double-arm  suplex  and  an  elbow 
drop  off  the  top  ropes.  Brown  didn't  look  bad,  but  he's  far  too  heavy  (280+). 
Kosugi,  at  175*  couldn't  show  much  although  I've  heard  he's  good.  7*09  ** 

4.  Kantaro  Hoshino  pinned  Jerry  Morrow  in  7*44  of  the  best  bout  on  the  card 
They  brawled  all  over  the  place  using  chairs  and  tables.  Morrow  is  fairly 
good  while  Hoshino  is  extremely  good,  but  also  extremely  small,  almost  too 
small  to  give  this  win  visual  credibility. 

5.  Adrian  Adonis  pinned  Tiger  Toguchi  (Chung  Lee)  with  a  powerslam.at  9*57. 
Adonis  tried  to  work  but  Toguchi  didn't  care  much  for  the  idea.  Adonis 

fained  40  pounds  in  three  weeks  on  tour,  but  he  can  still  wrestle  well.  ** 

.  Seiji  Sakaguchi  &  Kengo  Kimura  downed  Wild  Samoan  (Samula  Anoia)  &  Anoaroe 
Atisanoe  in  12*19  when  Kimura  used  a  leg  lariat  on  Sammy.  Atisanoe  is  poor, 
but  is  getting  a  push  because  his  brother  is  one  of  the  top  sumo  stars  and 
extremely  famous.  Sammy  was  terrible  this  match,  although  he  was  excellent 
in  one  boeut  I  savt*  He'd  better  leave  the  WWF  is  all  I  can  say.  Sakaguchi 
is  a  decent  older  wrestler  and  Kimura  is  a  very  good  wrestler,  tho  not  this 
bout.  *# 

7.  Tatsumi  Fujinami  double  count  out  Dick  Murdoch  in  11* 10.  Murdoch  was 
pretty  good  but  Fujinami  was  disappointing.  I'm  told  both  guys  were  pretty 
beat  up  from  their  sensational  tag  match  the  night  before.  The  ending  was 
telegraphed  badly. 

8.  Antonio  Inoki  &  Andre  the  Giant  downed  the  Strong  Machines  in  13*07  when 
Andre  missed  a  hipdrop  by  three  feet  (with  a  butt  as  big  as  Andre's  you'd 
think  he'd  have  no  trouble  just  sitting  down  and  not  missing  his  target 
but  his  butt-eye  coordination  wasn't  good  the  entire  match)  but  still  pinned 
Machine  #2.  This  match  was  terrible,  but  not  boring.  The  Machines  did 
nothing  on  offense  because  of  one  guy’s  size  and  clumsiness  and  the  other's 
ego.  * 

9.  Andre  won  an  11  man  Battle  Royal  for  5  million  yen  ("$20,000”).  This  may 
have  been  the  worst  Battle  Royal  I've  ever  seen,  except  for  that  calamity 
they  had  this  summer  at  the  Garden.  It  only  lasted  5*50  and  the  eliminations 
were  poor.  Antonio  Egoki  was  eliminated  when  the  Machines  (not  involved) 

and  Wakamatsu  (who  is  a  complete  riot)  ran  to  the  ring  and  he  jumped  over 

thus  eliminated  himself  and  chased  them  out.  Murdoch  was  the  last  fellow.  DUD 

This  card  drew  6,500  in  a  7.000  seat  building.  It  was  by  Japan  standards 
a  poor  card,  and  by  American  standards  only  average  with  bad  main  events. 

The  show  the  previous  night  in  Osaka  which  drew  a  sellout  8,500  contained 

two  excellent  main  events.  The  first  one  saw  the  Machines  down  Hoshino  & 

Kimura  in  12*17.  The  finish  saw  three  fabulous  double-team  moves--l)  #1 
held  Hoshino  in  a  fullnelson  and  #2  came  off  the  top  ropes  with  a  twisting 
leg  lariat  to  the  throat;  2)  II  held  Hoshino  off  the  ground  in  giant  swing 
position  and  #1  came  off  with  a  leg  drop;  and  3)  Finisher  saw  #1  put  him 
in  a  piledriver  and  #2  off  the  top  ropes  with  a  stuff.  #2  then  threw  Kimura 
outside  the  ring  and  dove  over  the  top  ropes  onto  him.  ****  The  other  main 
event  was  the  tag  tourney  final  as  Inoki  &  Fujinami  downed  Adonis  &  Murdoch 
in  33*31  when  Inoki  was  held  in  mid-air  by  Murdoch  and  Adonis  was  going  to 
lariat  him  off  the  top  ropes.  Inoki  kicked  Adonis  who  straddled  himself 
and  flipped  over  Dickie's  backward  suplex  attempt.  Egoki  then  superplexed 
Adonis  and  beat  him  by  submission  with  the  octopus.  The  WWF  kingpins 
dominated  this  match.  ****  The  rest  of  the  card  wasn’t  worth  mentioning. 

December  8  -  Nagoya  Sports  Center  (All  Japan  Pro  Wrestling) 

1.  Yoshi  Moraota  pinned  Toshiaki  Kawada  with  a  side  suplex  in  11*51 

2.  Mike  Shaw  pinned  Motoshi  Okuma  with  a  big  splash  at  6*39 

3.  Goro  Tsurumi  &  One  Man  Gang  beat  Akio  Sato  &  Tarzan  Gotho  in  6*44  when 
Tsurumi  pinned  Gotho  after  a  karate  thrust  off  the  middle  rope.  I  missed 
these  matches 

4.  Dynamite  Kid  &  Davey  Boy  Smith  downed  Masa  Fuchi  &  Magic  Dragon  in  11*11 
when  Kid  had  Fuchi  in  a  suplex,  tagged  Smith  with  a  free-hand,  Smith  climbed 
the  ropes  and  grabbed  Fuchi,  then  powerslaramed  him  off  the  top  ropes.  The 
highlight  of  the  match  saw  Fuchi  have  Smith  in  a  figure-four  headlock,  both 
on  the  mat.  Smith,  through  neck  and  lower  back  power,  raised  Fuchi  until 
he  was  kneeling  up  straight  with  him,  then  used  his  legs  to  stand  up  straight 
with  Fuchi  still  on  his  shoulders  with  the  hold.  Smith  tagged  cuz*  then 
backpedalled  to  the  center  of  the  ring  and  whamoi  Kid  came  off  the  top  ropes 
with  a  dropkick  into  Fuchi' s  face,  and  Fuchi  was  nine  feet  off  the  mat.  **** 

5.  Tiger  Jeet  Singh  pinned  Great  Kojika  with  a  cobra  claw  in  6x22  * 

6.  Harley  Race  &  Nick  Bockwinkel  downed  Mighty  Inoue  &  Takashi  Ishikawa 
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4.  Kid  &  Smith  beat  Masa  Fuchi  &  Toshiaki  Kawada  in  I0i28  when  Smith  pinned 
Kawada  after  a  powerslam  off  the  top  ropes.  This  was  the  best  match  Kawada 
has  ever  wrestled.  He  just  turned  21  four  days  earlier  and  turned  pro 
iT'thTn**  mo»th|after< winning  the  high  school  national  freestyleP”tle 
at  in  rch .  ®2;  He  8  going  to  be  really  good ,  in  fact  he  alreadv  5  r 
good.  Fuchi  and  Smith  had  their  best  matches  of  the  tour.  This  was  the 
best  bout  on  the  card  with  all  due  respect  for  the  main  event.  *«*f 
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6.  Tiger  Jeet  Singh  &  Goto  Tsurumi  &  Rusher  Kimura  downed  Giant  Baba  &  Akio 
ato  &  Magic  Dragon  in  8103  when  Kimura  pinned  Dragon- after  a  bulldog  headlock 
Singh  chased  fans  for  several  minutes  after  the  match,  including  in  thp 
deck;  All  action  brawling  and  surprisingly  good  ***  inc±uain^  in  the  second 

? ;  Tii?r  Mask  &  Eighty  Inoae  downed  Pirata  Morgan  &  El  Egipicio  in  i2iii 
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Race-Bockwmkel  and  Funks  had  9.  thus  they  were  all  eligible  to  win  the 
thing  going  into  this  card.  What  a  coincidence,  huhl  Anyway,  one  point  for 
a  draw  made  it  a  three-way  tie  for  first,  thus  giving  these  possibilities 
for  the  outcome  in  the  next  match.  1)  A  draw  or  double  count  out  would 

would  winyi?a?ornthem  „2) /nyn£n  by  either  Br°<*/Hansen  or  Sumbo/Tenryu 

would  win  it  for  them;  3)  A  double  DDQ  wound  end  up  a  three-wav- ti e  y 

ap  +  thfiF^k+'  ma^ch»  was  &ood  action  with  little  resting  but  they  didn't 
get  all  that  much  crowd  reaction.  ***  B  y  1  n  x 

9.  Tsuruta  &  Tenryu  won  the  tourney  downing  Hansen  &  Brody  via  DQ  in  18-4? 
Tenryu  bled,  at  12.00  and  Brody  three  min.  later.  Bout  was  fantastiC  iith 
many  near  pins  on  both  sides.  End  saw  Brody  have  Jumbo  in  a  piledriver  and 
Hansen  was  going  to  stuff  him,  ref  Higuchi  got  in  the  way  so  Stan  decked  Mm 
causing  a  cheap  ending  ,but  the  only  possible  end  I  guess.  Because  Tsuruta/ 

S"as  Si?sS!2r.*®s5}  “ ,h* bis  ''ua  “ 

Crowd  was  announced  at  6,100  but  the  building,  which  sold  out  several 
days  in  advance  holds  8,500  and  there  were  many  hundreds  of  standing  room 
as  well.  The  fans  actually  booed  Kimura,  Singhfand  Choshu’ s  foes  which  is 
the  first. time  I  ve  ever  heard  of  booing  in  Japan.  Upper  deck  tickets  were 
$16  and  nngside  $40  so  the  gate  approached  $200,000.  There  were  more 
fantastic  wrestlers  on  this  card  than  any  card  on  any  circuit  in  several  years 

December  1^  -  Tokyo  Korauken  Hall  (Japan  Pro  Wrestling) 

1 •  Toshiaki  Kawada  pinned  Shinji  Sasasaki  in  8*12  with  a  boston  crab  Verv 
good  opener,  Kawada  gets  better  by  the  day.  ’  ery 

2.  Fumuhiro  Niikura  pinned  Shinichi  Nakano  in  10:15  with  a  german  suplex 
in  the  second  best  bout  on  the  card.  Niikura  is  really  great.  Many  near 
falls  on  both  sides  though  Niikura  was  carryir^g  Nakano.  ***^ 

3*  Haruka  Eigen  pinned  Masonobu  Kurusu  in  8:26  with  a  small  packae?  This 
was  shockingly  good  and  funny  as  hell.  They  beat  each  other  to  death  with 
chops  and  rams  into  the  ringpost.  Both  bled  as  well.  *** 

4.  Kuniaki  Kobayashi  &  Nobuo  Honaga  over  Pirata  Morgan  &  El  Egipicio  whpn 
Kobayashi  fisherman  suplexed  Morgan  in  8:36.  Kobayashi  and  Morgan  were' 
great,  the  other  two  weren't.  **§ 

5-  Dynamite  Kid  pinned  Isamu  Teranishi  in  10»58  with  the  diving  head-butt 
Believe  it  or  not,. this  was  the  worst  match  on  the  card. 

6.  Animal  Hamaguchi  &  Yoshiaki  Yatsu  downed  Mighty  Inoue  &  Masa  Fuchi  in 
11*4?  when  Hamaguchi  pinned  Fuchi  with  a  blockbuster  after  a  flying  double 
lariat  and  Yatsu’ s  belly-to-belly  suplex.  Fuchi  was  fantastic  and  Yatsu 
and  Hamaguchi  were  even  better.  **** 

7.  Riki  Choshu  pinned  Davey  Boy  Smith  in  7  09  with  a  lariat.  Smith  did  a 
superplex  and  dropkick  off  the  top  rope,  then  missed  a  diving  head-butt 
Bout  really  was  good,  but  not  nearly  what  you  would  think  it  could  be.  *** 

Crowd  was  announced  at  3»000  which  is  of  course  a  sellout  with  some 
standing  room,  but  not  nearly  as  many  as  at  the  UWF  show. 

By  the  way,  while  on  this  tour  Smith  celebrated  his  22nd  birthday  and 
his  cousin  Dynamite  turned  26.  Morgan  and  Tiger  Mask  are  also  both  only 

22v.?ndo^hey,Ve  ??*  sSveral  ?oun&  guys  like  Niikura,  Yamada,  Kawada  in  their 

aS  Both  Takada  and  Yamazaki  are  also  just  22  and  Maeda  is  2^ 

That's  the  real  difference.  Our  wrestlers  in  their  early  20s  are  The  Ter!  5' 

bTrThday*  No  SO^on^tour'a"  «i”hip  ^  V°n  Erich-  B°^winkel  celebrated 

7  1 


.  — ?  8  - WRESTLING 

balloting3^  Obse^eTrlader^6 

fo^:esi^dn  :nnd%h5i>^3is 

on  each  individual  ballSt  lilV 
each  cateeorv  win  with 

Mr.  Mike,  myself  La  com“ents  from 
In  addition  with  •acl'llZ1  **?**' 

this  award*in  IX,™** 

votes  in  paren^hesis3!^1^'  The 

°f  first  place ^mentio ns?  the  nUmber 

WREpLEROFraEYEAR 

.  .  .  ,.R 

2-  Dynamite  Kid  (11)..  ?l? 

V  »?“  HoganiL!?!:::: . ?5 

3*  Riki  Choshu  (7)  ***'1?? 

Honorable  Mention,  q,' - 

Roddy  Piner  66  £  Super  Tiger  ?l , 

y  riPer  66,  Kerry  Von  Erich 

Mr.  Mike*  »Thio  *  51 

definite  than  Jast  yfar^On  leSS 

iayfmffhasShPer  ^  (Sa???ug°°d 

unless  you  fee 

even  though  Flair  lost  the  title' 

long^nd  ^"auLnd  “ 
circumstances.  It's^oc^h 
promotions  and  cities  rp  bad.t^e 
the  N.w.A  tinl  J  recognizing 

somewhat  because  f orLork^abn  ■  * 
interviews,  travel  »!  ,  ability, 

Hulk  Hogan  won't  ^  I  '  S.  1- 
here.  We’re  *n  11  •  be  bonsidered 

«» •*"”v««r."p;i,!s1t;h*;a 

champeryindwanUnaUlk  being  a  W°rld 

for  this  cateeolv6  °  consider  ability 
looks  to  tL  g  y’  one  naturally 

Uo. V°Brodv  No°  ?ynaraite  Kid  L 
explanation."  '  3  needs  no 
Meltzer*  "Flair  i  <5  v  . 

No.  1.  If  t  e  w  h  {1°b,1°us 
for  whatever  reason  li°St  Hulk 
replacement  would  have  6 r  his 
every  bit  as  well  bav®been  could  do 

the  NWA  had  irst  Flai^w^r-^lf 
not  a  pleasant  thought’  I  n;„iV 
Super  Tiger  seonnH  k  *  ^  picked 

the  key  in LL???  because  he  was 

a  different  nhli^  3  Prom°tion  with 

not  to  mention  his°great  skill6  °de ’ 
the  news  he  made  thl  first  sil  t, 
not  wrestling  t  -X  months 

Larry  Love!?!'  -piSir  2nd' third’" 

obvious  choices  ena  t  ?d  Hogan  are 
thir-H  c  and  1  chose  Brodv 

xnird  because  he  revitaiWo^  • 

Will  auestfnn  u  A  lbt  of  readers 

7  q^stion  Hogan  N0.  2  behind 
Flair  because  he’s  nn+  e“ind 
wrestler.  However  L  3  ?00d 
to  the  WWF  *  his  signing 

^ncehearagaaLltm^e0rASi0W 

believe^ri^th^  make  non-f«"s 

tilS kP?PUlar  ^  and^^  toP  ' 

*«*  gSStSL 

of  wrestling.”  world 

io»?  "  Harley  Race 

!osl  ‘  Rfc  Flair 

1982  -  Ric  Flair 

1983  -  Ric  Flair 

1984  -  Ric  Flair 
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BEST  BABY  FAn-g 

1.  HULK  HOGAN  (48) . 

?■  Kerry  Von  Erich  (37 

?"  ?ft.  Slaughter  (15)...  "100 

RiKi  Choshu  (16).  nl 

5.  Jerry  Lawler  (6) . . . 00 

S;  b*,n  ■  6*»  .» 

ered.  OuLbestNarLth03!?  be  consid- 

Verne^can^t'  figure'that  £^l*els- 
Coins  hv  -f  =  r  _  tnat  one  out. 

seSSVll  «  wflhT6  °f  "hat  X've 

and  Snuka.  Hulk  i*  LL  Slaughter 
Lawler  deserves  mention  i/h^^  3n' 

me  to  lump  so  manv  wwp  *bugs 

Sheik  series,  but*!?  w^  Sbau^hter" 

raisf3is‘  Tb?  emotionaSnuka°can3t 
due  to  lij:3?"^'  ln  n°  sma11  Part 

flaug^rlln^ra^^hofh^ive. 

were°Choshu°ffrstthKerrvt  reaction 

and  Hulk  thi  rd?  Lowe  verL  Switched 
second  and  third  based  on  Hulk’s 
2n  i°  1  exP°sure  and  theoretical  v 
rv!Chv.ereater  drawing  power  t  krr^ 
°boshu  is  supposed  to  be  a 'heel 

this  year?"*  SSe  anyone  more  popular 

tii  p*«i«- 

promotions  soon  followed  suf?  “hoir 
is  an  obvious  second  but  I  wonder  lk 

Ms  entra?63*  he-W°Uld  *ath«  i? 
picked  Kerry  ?hird  ?lsaPPearad.  I 

m?bbut°2eS°gets"thf  f  ^  n°thing  fdt 

people  take  a  point  tT ste^tV  ^ 

hM  s  the  To?  pWSi^eI-r.becaus 
thp  wwv  3  wrestler  m 

'““"“’'“'■‘'‘MM  " 

«r 

sraars!^  h;r‘»-Sb 

..nnerim,  „,Uj  „cl“ 

and  his  appeal  isn’t  as  local  as 
it  used  to  be.”  local  as 

198°  -  Dusty  Rhodes 

e^o1  ~  Tommy  Rich 

1Q8?  “  2U^k  Ho&an 
i’oq?  "  Hulk  Hogan 
1984  -  Hulk  Hogan 

BEST  HEEL 

r.  RODDY  PIPER  (7o) . . 

2.  Iron  Sheik  (17) .  ?3° 

J.  Bruiser  Brody  13)  \i/n 

Michael  Hayes  (8)  I;'.'" ‘if7 
5.  Butch  Reed  (5)  . .  .  .  . ! . !  ! ' ' \V7 

ll40rKev?nM|niti?n'  Paul  °rndorf f 
ii4*,  Kevin  Sullivan  71,  Ritl  GhrrK. 
h6,  Chris  Adams  40  Choshu 

MM.  "No  one  had  the  opportune  tioa 

R?der3dk  much  of  them  as  has 
Roderick  Piper  in  1984.  He’s  one 

euy  who  hasn’t  been  misused  although 


his  in-ring  action  is  very  sub  par. 

No  other  WWF  heel  comes  close.  In 
the  AWA,  the  best  bet  is  Brody.  With 
few  appearences  and  interviews  he's 
made  his  presence  felt.  I  could 
write  a  book  on  how  graafct  he  could 
be  used  and  how  much  fun  turning  him 
good  guy  could  be.  The  Roadies  could 
be  mentioned  except  for  their  role 
confusion.  I  won't  consider  Michael 
Hayes  because  of  his  identity  crisis. 
He  doesn't  know  if  he  wants  to  be 
a  wrestler  or  not.  What  does  rock 
music  have  that  wrestling  doesn’t? 
Uncut  snow?  I  thought  Ric  Rude  has 
done  a  great  job  in  Memphis  as  the 
arrogant  narcissus.  I  can't  tell 
who  the  heels  and  babyfaces  are  in 
Japan,  but  I  went  with  Choshu  third." 
DM:  "Piper  was  No.  1  by  a  mile. 

Iron  Sheik  gets  great  reaction  but 
I  didn't  vote  for  him  because  it's 
nothing  that  he  does  which  inspires 
the  reaction,  just  where  he  comes 
from.  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  Reed 
in  Mid  South  because  the  hatred  came 
because  he  was  so  good.  Hayes  at 
his  best  is  the  best  heel  around, 
and  he  was  great  until  he  left 
Dallas,  however  for  no  logical  reason 
I  had  to  pick  Rude  third.  He  comes 
off  so  obnoxious  he  can't  be  ignored." 
BC:  "Piper  No.  1  because  he  always 

tries  so  hard  to  get  the  fans  to 
hate  him.  Hayes  next  because  after 
he  left  Texas  it  became  obvious 
who  was  the  real  draw.  He  would’ve 
been  first  had  he  stayed  all  year. 
Orndorff  third  because  it  was  easier 
for  him  to  gett  fans  to  hate  him  than 
Piper. • 

1980  -  Larry  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Don  Muraco 

1982  -  Buzz  Sawyer 

1983  -  Michael  Hayes 

1984  -  Roddy  Piper 

FEUD  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  TON  ERICHS  vs  FREEBIRDS  (36)... 339 


2.  Ishingun  vs  Seikigun  (54) . 330 

3.  Slaughter  vs  Sheik  (23) . 201 

4.  Piper  vs  Snuka  (11) . 99 

5.  Blackwell  vs  Brody  (6) . 69 


Honorable  Mention:  Midnight  Express 
vs  Rock' n' Roll  Express  62,  Flair  vs 
Steamboat  60 ,  Lawler  vs  Rude  52, 

Cobra  vs  Dynamite  Kid  40 

MM:  "Since  I'm  so  down  on  most 

promoting  this  past  year,  this  is 
harder  to  pick  than  usual.  I  can't 
pick  Freebirds-Von  Erichs  even  though 
they  did  it  to  death  because  without 
David  it  lost  too  much  and  because 
of  the  Birds'  identity  crisis.  The 
fans  didn't  know  from  card  to  card 
or  some  nights  from  match  to  match 
whether  to  cheer  or  jeer.  Well, 
actually  th^  did  know.  The  problem 
was  they  did  both.  I  liked  the 
Duggan  vs  Russians  stuff  from  early 
this  year  in  Mid  South.  The  Midnight 
Express  vs  Rock' n’ Roll  Express  looked 
like  it  went  over  well,  but  it  didn't 
do  much  for  me  except  point  out  the 
talents  of  Jimmy  Cornette  as  a  heel 
manager.  The  best  AWA  feud  was 
Blackwell  vs  Brody  which  I  picked 
second.  Their  St.  Paul  Lights  Out 


Match  was  excellent  considering  it 
was  in  the  AWA.  I  can't  pick  an^ 

WWF  feud  based  on  the  quality  of 
the  matches.  Snuka-Piper  was  hot 
at  the  gate  and  the  bouts  approached 
awful.  Japan  is  largely  a  confusion 
point  but  I  know  they  had  that 
great  Seikigun  vs  Ishingun  feud, 
but  what  the  hell  do  those  terms 
mean?  I  picked  Dynamite  Kid  vs  Cobra 
third.  The  bouts  I  saw  were  terrific. 
DM:  To  me  the  Japanese  Ishingun- 
Seikigun  feud  had  it  all.  Great 
crowds,  great  heat,  a  logic  premise 
and  above  all,  the  best  matches. 

The  Slaughter-Sheik  feud  was  great 
at  the  gate,  the  premise  turned  me 
off  but  the  reason  I  won't  pick  it 
is  because  of  the  dozen  bouts  I  saw 
between  the  two,  just  one  was 
outstanding  and  several  were  downright 
bad.  The  Piper-Snuka  bouts  were  far 
worse,  mainly  because  half  the  time 
Jimmy  didn't  show  up  and  the  other 
half  he  wasn't  there  as  well.  I 
grew  tired  of  Freebirds-Von  Erichs, 
however  every  6  man  tag  bout  I  saw 
was  great  and  it  always  drew  well, 
so  I  picked  it  second.  I  was  close 
for  third  between  Dynamite  vs  Cobra 
and  Flair  vs  Steamboat,  but  went 
with  the  latter  because  of  all  the 
great  35  to  60  minute  battles  and  I 
loved  the  set-up.  There's  something 
about  seeing  Flair  and  Steamboat  in 
the  Carolinas  that  makes  me  nostalgic. 
Roland  Messier:  "Ishingun  vs  Seikigun 
could  best  be  described  as  a  war. 

I  went  with  Flair-Steamboat  second 
for  the  great  build-up  and  great 
matches  and  Slaughter-Sheik  third. 
Their  bouts  were  fantastic  and  filled 
with  action,  even  though  the  idea 
behind  it  was  ignorant." 

BC:  "Ishingun  vs  Seikigun  could  be 

the  feud  of  the  decade.  I  went  with 
Freebirds  vs  Von  Erichs  second  and 
Express  vs  Express  third.  Jim  Cornetl 
did  for  Mid  South  what  Hayes  did  for 
World  Class.  They  brought  a  new 
era  in  tag  team  wrestling  to  the  area. 
ND:  "Express  vs  Express  had  incredibl 
matches,  great  build-up  and  drew 
record  crowds.  Lawler  vs  Savage 
was  second  for  the  same  reasons. 

I  picked  Garvin  vs  Adams  third  even 
if  it  did  go  on  much  too  long.  The 
initial  Sunshi ne-Precious-Garvin 
split  was  done  very  well." 

Steve  Munari :  "I  really  enjoyed 
Express  vs  Express.  Almost  every 
angle  was  done  well,  it  drew  well 
and  had  great  matches.  I  picked 
Lawler  vs  Rude  second  becase  some 
of  the  things  done  with  Angel  were 
great.  I  also  enjoyed  Reed  vs 
Master  G." 

1980  -  Sammartino  vs  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Andre  vs  Khan 

1982  -  DiBiase  vs  Junkyard  Dog 

1983  -  Freebirds  vs  Von  Erichs 

1984  -  Freebirds  vs  Von  Erichs 
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TAG  TEAM  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  Ruajj  WARRIORS  (59) . 

2.  Smith/Kid  (26)..;..;::;  274 

3.  Brody/Hansen  (34) . . . . | \ [ \ [ ’ 

4.  Adani s/Murdoch  ( 13) . . . , | .* [ [ i 63 

5.  Choshu/Hamaguchi  ( 12) ..!**' 1 
Honorable  Mention i  Condrey/i^ton 

MM>  "I  went  with  the  Warriors 
first,  certainly  not  because  they 

SHiT  great  Matches  but  because 
of  their  aura  and  incredible  crols- 
promotional  importance.  Who  else 

in  tne  same  year?  I  Wpn+ 
with  Adonis/Murdoch  next,  perhaps 
I  m  too  charitable  but  I  think-  thov 
sometimes  are  a  tremendous  team  ^ 

Hi  t0  hold  their  utterly 

BrnHv/HSS  °PP°nents  against  them, 
but  +  need  no  introduction 

•84  t  ?ee.  enough  of  their 

d"fnf  so  I  picked  Kid/Sraith 
third  but  coming  up  fast  are  the 
Strong  Machines. 

?411  This  was  the  hardest  category 
for  me  to  nick  t  ,  tduegory 

in  all  t^P+CK\-  wanted  to  squeeze 
i"  Jr1  the  top  five  teams  but  limited 
to  three  I  went  for  ability  thus 

Chr°^/H/SnSen  first-  followed  by 
Choshu/Hamaguchi  and  Smith/Kid^  I 

recognize  the  Warriors  as  the  most 
important  team  and  in  fact  the 
hottest  new  act  in  years,  but  couldn’t 

bring  myself  to  pick  them  above  Such 
a  strong  group."  sucn 

*'  '' Brody/Hansen  are  best  summed 

up  by  watching  them.  No  team  is 

Whl?e"?SCt£?S1?r  than  Kid/Smith! 

While  the  Midnight  Expnss  aren't 

together?" ^  W°rd’  they  work  Mastic 

thin  rh°  °ne,  bas  better  teamwork 
them  fo?Shours“"eUChi-  1  C°Uld  watch 
Ior?  '  merry  ^ordy/Buddy  Roberts 

1982  "  mr?  °ordy/Ji™y  Snuka 

S  Anderson/Stan  Hansen 

1984  I  Rlad'wamor?3^^  Y°Ungblood 

MOST  IMPROVED 

1.  the  COBRA  (32) .  244 

2.  Kerry  Von  Erich  (4) .  100 

3.  Tiger  Mask  (14) . 

Hercules  Hernandez  (7) 

5.  Tonga  Kid  (ii) . 

Honorable  Mention i  Jesse  Barrel 

?lair  N°buhiko  Takada  4l 

Buddy  Landell  40,  Brian  Adidas  38 

MMi  "No.  1  is  easy.  When  I  first 

but  m???  10  '83  he  was  excellent, 
but  missing  a  certain  smoothness. 

mn=+  T0t  lb  now-  i'M  unable  to  judge 
most  Japanese  talent,  so  I'll  nick 

third" r  fif?SRhr  S6C0nd  and  Fernandez 

this  ;ear  as  welim"de  great  impr°vements 

TO.  "The  new  Tiger  Mask  came  out  of 

I°ye"g?t  ?ob??Than  excellent  wrestler. 
1.  e  §?t  t0  plck  him  first.  I  never 
thought  much  of  Jesse  Barr,  and  I' 
still  not  convinced,  but  there  is  a 
big  improvement  and  I  had  him  third. 
Khruschev  was  terrible  when  the  year 
started  and  good  at  the  end,  so  I 
went  with  him  second.  Actually 

l 


there  are  many  others  like  Adidas 
who  went  from  terrible  to  moderately 
l°°d!  Biro  Saito  (bad  to  quite  good^l- 

anridK  Land$U  (average  to  quite^ood) 
a"d  k?au°  yamazaki  (nowhere  to  great) 
who  I'd  like  to  list  as  well  "  J 

like  ?Cobra  went  froIn  someone  1  didn'- 
like  to  someone  I  truly  admire." 

year  but  he?^0"  WaS  average  last 
year,  dux  he  s  now  very  good  PmHo 

improved  greatly  in  Memphis.  Third 
th?n  t0  Pat  R°Se  wh0  is  ^ch  better 
tag£  "  year  ag°  and  works  wel1  in 

SM.  "Hercules  Hernandez  is  great 
compared  to  a  year  ago  and  unbelievab' 

w?sPdrmn  t0  rf"?  years  ag0'  landell  b' 
”aLdamn  good  last  year  but  he's 
gotten  even  better.  Randy  Savage 

his  int?r^?ry  g°°d  laSt  year'  bat 
his  interview  image  has  turned  into 

something  I  really  enjoy  now?"  ° 

198°  -  Larry  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Adrian  Adonis 

19o2  -  Jim  Duggan 

1983  -  Curt  Hennig 

1984  -  The  Cobra 

MOST  IMPRESSIVE 

1.  DYNAMITE  KID  (96)..  cco 

2.  Ric  Flair  (24) : .  [ . ; ; ; ;  ; ; ; ; ;  •  Hi 

3.  Davey  Boy  Smith  (8) .  190 

9.  Super  Tiger  (7) .  10? 

5.  Tiger  Mask .  4y 

Honorable  Mention.  Briiser’ Brody  42 

wrestli™  tryi^g  b0  operate  non- 
wrestimg  acrobatics  and  ridiculous 

thatm??nu-  llke  big  Suy ’ s  finishers) 

of  the  victims°taFla?r1ti(f l°n  the  part 
x  ms*  Flair  (#1)  and  Kid 
Jf2 1  a^e  easy,  obvious  and  inter- 

pi?kfne  Idon-’%?r°Ving  I,m  demented 

hasn'?gbee?  #3  even  tb°ugh  it 
nasn  t  been  a  good  year  for  him  T 

possibl!  unri°°kKd  aS  g00d  as  humanly 

I  look  for  6r  1f  Present  circumstanc 
1  look  1  or  a  wrestler  with  good 

enoughatn1dty’iStaminda  and  smarts 
teohfli  ^  deYel°P  a  match  that  is 

to  wat?h  "y  interestine  and  exciting 

Sit  order. "^air  ***  Super  Tigar  - 

IFirvt  must  g0  t0  Kid-  Tiger 

lit,  «« 

money  s  worth,  followed  by  Flair  and 
eac£  ;the?  -ee  Kid  and  3 ®ith  wrestle 

1980  ?bj(en  Pat^rry  in  m°tion-" 

1981  -  Don  Muraco 

~  Mask  (Super  Tiger) 

1983  -  Dynamite  Kid 

1984  -  Dynamite  Kid 

MOST  WASHED  UP 

1.  JIMMY  SNUKA  (26).  opo 

2.  Jay  Strongbow  (14)  ”! . 

3-  Tito  Santana  (8),.  rI 

9.  The  Crusher  (11).,.. . 

5.  Hulk  Hogan  (2) _ . 

59n°Gian?  Mad  Dog'vachon 

AnlJ?  *  Bf^a.^9,  Dusty  Rhodes  43, 
Antomo  Inoki  42,  Don  Muraco  42, 

ke"  Patera  40 ,  Jake  Roberts  4o . 
Junkyard  Dog  39 

4 


MM:  Who  lost  it  the  most  this  past  Gene  Okerlund  42 

year,  for  whatever  reasons,  surroundings .  . 

bad  habits,  or  even  age  catching  up?  A  tough  category  because 

Should  we  pick  on  Jimmy  Snuka  again  after  .?ing.  c?nd?-dates  abound.  So  many 
his  disasterous  year  in  *83?  Sure!  might  pick  Vinnie,  but  I’m  beginning 

Isn’t  it  amusing  the  guyls  nickname  to  love  the  guy.  Hie  sense  of  humor 

is  Superfly.  I’ll  bet  you  thought  it  gnd  love  of  poor  taste  is  phenominal. 

was  because  he  does  spectacular  leaps.  however  Vince  employs  the  most 
He  lost  a  lot  in  '83,  but  ’84  was  a  obnoxious. personalities  around, 

banner  year  as  well.  Don  Muraco  has  I.m  d}viding  this  into  two  groups, 

been  inactive  most  of  the  year,  but  obnoxious  wrestlers  and  their  announc- 

he  looks  washed  up  sitting  on  the  ing  counterparts.  Obnoxious  wrestlers 

Hawaiian  beaches.  Hulk  Hogan  is  ar®  headed  by  Rufus  Jones,  Tommy  Rich 

third.,  he's  gotten  boring,  tired  and  and  all”time  champ  Dusty  Rhodes,  ego 
repetitive.  Has  Jim  Garvin  forgotten  exceeded  only  by  waist  size.  They 

how  to  wrestle,  or  did  he  just  never  induce  physical  nausea.  Obnoxious 

know  how  to  begin  with?"  announcers  are  led  by  A1  Hayes,  Mosca 

DiVi*  "This  isn’t  a  category  to  pick  (and  he'll  qualify  as  a  wrestler  as 

the  old  guys  like  Crusher.  Maybe  well; ,  AWA  great  Rancid  Rod  Tronguard 

we'll  have  to  pick  two  categories  s.been  almost  eliminated  from 

next  year — most  washed  up  for  the  airwaves‘  Silenced  by  the  WWF , 

year  and  most  years  washed  up.  For  £ut  not  missed  is  all-time  champ 

the  year--Snuka  by  and  large  lost  Rodger  Kent.  The  worst  announcer 

it  late  in  ’83  as  the  ending  of  his  however  is  the  former  best,  Gordon 

Muraco  feud  was  a  dud  after  some  great  His  obvious  disdain  for  the 

early  matches.  He  dropped  farther  business  begs  the  obvious  question 

into  the  scrap  heap,  however  others  In  a  sPecial  event,  from  Dallas 

are  more  deserving.  Patera  has  gone  ,tella  Mae  French,  aging 

from. good  to  almost  useless,  Jim  Dull  dyke  and  David  Manning,  the 

Garvin  hasn't  had  a  good  match  since  ?  .  f  ssj;CT  ?oon  w^mP*  Limited  to  three 

Christmas  '83,  Gino  Hernandez  is  s  Solle’  Rufus  (a  double  threat, 

boring  in  every  way  although  he  in  the  rinS  and  at  "the  mike)  and 

hasn't  been  "involved"  in  wrestling  Tronguard. 

since  '83  either.  Jake  Roberts  r!lt  . ’Wbere  to  you  start.  Well, 

became  terrible  in  Atlanta,  and  vinnie  is  where  you  start.  Of  the 

going  to  Dallas  has  accentuated  ot hers,  I've  got  to  pick  Dusty  and 

that  decline.  Kevin  Von  Erich  bolie  but  I  don’t  know  how  I  can 

has  mentally  given  up  on  wrestling,  J;e|va  out  Monsoon»  Hogan,  Ole, 

he's  the  odds-on  winner  fbr  '85.  T-Bolt.  ...  I  guess  what  putt 

Santana  and  Valentine  fell  a  lot  those  three  over  the  tpp  is  I  fully 

this  past  year,  so  did  Slaughter.  expect  Vince  to  kill  my  interest 

Notice  how  many  of  these  guys  are  +weS^lng*  Lusty  to  kill  wrestling 

from  World  Class  and  WWF?  Still,  in  Car°linas;  and  Solie  to  make 

the  No.  1  disappointment  and  most  1i1  my  television  set  early  one 

useless  waste  of  a  great  talent  is  ^?tu£day  morninS*" 

Buzz  Sawyer.  He's  pathetic  to  •  Sherberg*  "How  can  you  only 

watch.  I'll  follow  with  Garvin  pick  three.  Bob  Luce  has  to  be  seen 

and  Jake."  and  beard  to  be  believed.  The  only 

LL:  "Santana’s  arena  bouts  were  good  about  the  WWA  is  it  appears 

some  of  the  slowest  anywhere,  even  .  be  dead.  The  Boyd-Blanchard 

by  WWF  standards."  circus  could  make  anyone  sick." 

SM:  "I  picked  Hernandez  first  T  ^  d  pick  every  WWF  announcer 

because  I  thought  he  was  a  good  but  limited  to  three — Vinnie, 

wrestler  last  year.  He’s  been  f?Sca„Snd  ?ayes 

atrocious  this  year.  Hogan  has  77*  Putting  aside  my  feelings  for 

already  run  his  course.  Whatever  his  Promotional  tactics,  Vinnie  still 

borderline  talent  he  showed  early  comprises  the  most  obnoxious 

in  the  year  in  Japan  has  vanished  personality  on  the  tube.  Okerlund 

into  his  inflated  ego.  As  a  turned  m  some  awful  color  work  when 

wrestler,  Piper  must  qualify  for  be  wasn’b  busy  licking  Vince’s  boots, 

third.  I  used  to  enjoy  watching  Monsoon  is  in  good  company." 

him,  how  he  shows  absolutely  nothing."  ^  £  ”1  bate  to  be  obvious,  but  the 

RMi  "I  enjoyed  watching  Snuka,  even  Johnny  Carson  of  wrestling  has  first 

in  ’83.  Now  he  is  unbearable  to  watch."  £a?;.ed  down  tight.  Whether  it  be 

1980  -  Baron  Scicluna  behind  the  screen  or  behind  the  scenes 

1981  -  Peter  Maivia  you  can  count  on  him  to  make  you  puke 

1982  -  Billy  Graham  ]  ,Can  always  count  on  Bill  Mercer 

1983  -  Jay  Strongbow  (World  Class  TV  host)  to  say  something 

1984  -  Jimmy  Snuka  stupid  early  in  the  show  to  turn  me 

of{  ^be  rest  of  the  hour.  Solie  rounds 
MOST  OBNOXIOUS  out  the  top  three  to  keep  it  among 

1.  VINCE  MCMAHON  (90) . 510  non-athletes." 

2.  Gorilla  Monsoon  (4).... . 96  Rich  Dorf »  "Vince  could  make  a  baby 

3.  Lord  A1  Hayes  (9) . 85  crawl  back  into  the  womb,  A1  Hayes 

4.  Angelo  Mosca  (5) . ..68  can  raa^e  a  Say  turn  straight  and 

5*  Hulk  Hogan  (2) . 6l  Junkyard  Dog  can  make  blacks  turn 

Honorable  Mention:  Gordon  Solie  55,  white 

Ole  Anderson  54,  Jack  Reynolds  43,  1981  ~  Gene  LeBelle 


198T  ??vid  Lockett 

19RU  "  vJnee  MoMah°n  Jr. 

1984  -  Vince  McMahon  jr. 

BEST  ON  INTERVTPwq 

1.  JIMMY  HART  (45T. . 

2.  Roddy  Piper  (35)  . 

3.  Ric  Flair  (29) "\\7e 

4.  Jerry  Lawler  (3)..  . ^'9 

5.  Michael  Hayes  (6).! . 

Honorable  Mention.  Lii'A^biA;-  If 
Jim  Cornette  48  AiDano  55. 

MM*  "The  element  so  necessarv 

How  IanyegSysPcombineewitinftyl°ka8e 

easy.  For  those  s  n°t 


true  maniac  who  iJl  "“h  Hart'  a 
appears  to  be,  Flair^nd3*  wrestling 
kills  me  everv  +tme  d  dJa  guy  who 

Xmo^:s^ s* --  SJW-s: 

?»ith°5artenrr:s  Air got  to 

Flair  has  alwate  k  d  Albano  second, 
but  I-venoUced  he-s  e°od- 

burned  out.  Everv  in+& tbing  a  bit 

like  one  you've  aLeady^elrd^T8] 
is  too  busy  trvi no  £  neara*  Lawler 

•to  be  funny,  i-ve  eot^r,3  ?°“e^ian 
third  if  you  excludf  hi =  p?i°k  Piper 
redoes  the  same  routine^1!  where  he 
His  local  promo  S?Sm 
an^he  must  do  about  50 

1982  I  Roddy  Piper/L°U  Albano  (tie) 

1Q84  ~  Hoddy  Piper 
19o4  -  Jimmy  Hart 

MOST  CHARI SMATtp 
1-  RIO  FLAIR  (4g) 

2.  Michael  Hayes  (24) . I1? 

3.  Hulk  Hogan  (I7)...j|i‘ . ff* 

rs?yaRhodesn360n‘  R°ddy’piper-4o?2 

Brry:For.rnorrrr^t  r°?y beats 

but  Brody's  got  it  »puat  cJ}arisma  is, 

b£«  .f'“  01  i*b» 

fits:  s'-- 

iss??s  sHlsri: 

s-ssss*  nfirh** 

Flair  and  Snuka."  6  h  BrodF ' 

ScSS0^^1-  wh° 

Hulk  Hogan  to^T’  dascribes 

“f  ■"*«“ 

tir  wnii  i;;; 

he  can  work  90  seconds^nc^h  because 

fans  thinking  he's  as ^  SDlart 
B  s  as  good  as  anyone. 


^  ^  Mike  Hayes  third  becau«?P  he 

wind  rebd-a  Ph°ne  book  itacoul5e 
"f  beihg  a  good  interview. 

Cvndf  Ta.f  course*  Dave  Wolfe  and 
Cyndi  Lauper  are  around." 

-1980  -  Ric  Flair 
i98l  -  Michael  Haves 

-  Busty  Rhodes/Ric  Flair  (tie) 
19o3  -  Ric  Flair 
1984  -  Ric  Flair 

BEST  TECHNICAL  WKESTT/fp 
1.  DYNAMITE  KID  ( 33177“  on-7 

MASA  SAITO  (29) _ 207 

3-  Tatsumi  Fujinami  (18)  1 «« 

V  ^uper  Tiger  (  !3)  .  !  .  .! .  !  i  !  | !  !  ] \f2 

5-  Chavo  Guerrero  (8)..  7P 

Honorable  Mention:  Ric'Fiair‘?i 
Keith  Hayward  65,  Yoshiaki  Fu.iiwara 
**3.  Nobuhiko  Takada  40  0  ra 

MM.  "The  one  criteria  which  doesn't 
seem  to  matter  anymore.  It's  still 
a  rare  treat  to  watch  actual  great 
wrestling  and  those  best  able  to 

kfd1^  ?hat  I,Ve  seen  are  Flair. 

Bnv  Smf+SUerrer°-  Cobra  and  Bavey 
Boy  Smith  are  great,  but  I'm  trying 

to  be  careful  not  to  confuse  y  R 

acrobatics  and  gymnastics  which 

wrestimg.  Some  people  put  down 

but  ^hPanKSe  because  lb’s  SO  gymnast! 
but  the  above  guys  can  all  reallv 

W°rk  a?d  plan  a  match  which 
is  really  what  it's  all  about." 

rae>  this  category  is  for 
can  lnc°roporate  genuine 
wrestling  moves  into  the  pro  style 
and  keep  the  matches  entertaining. 
This  ieaves  out  U.S.  boys  like 
Backlund  and  Rheingans  who  can 
probabiy  "shoot"  with  the  best  of 

is6the  heS?  ^'Ve  Seen'  Hayward 

is  the  bestt.  He  does  moves  I’ve 

never  seen  and  is  smooth  as  silk 

prostyle’ (a?  th  enbertaininR  in  the 
pro  styie  although  not  U.S.  style) 

t»^nara1?lght  be  the  Wrongest 

his  2tv?e  UWF  boys*  ^wever 

nis  style  didn  t  carry  over  well  into 

New  Japan.  Takada' s  style  did 

w™hVFui?nd  ■  Pick6d  hi*  third , 
and  Sei+i  second.  Both  Choshu 

T?eer  i  afe  very  close  and  Super 
lger  has  always  been  great  but  the 

ZW-T  1  *aW  him  ba  did  nothingthe 

of  wrest]  Tn/jh  JTSt  3  token  amount 
oi  wrestling.  1  wasn't  as  impressed 

Tn  iv,GUerrer°  aS  much  this  year  al 

in  th e  ?aSt’  albhough  he's  still 
in  the  league  with  the  rest  of  them 

th  °nnS1  erwKld  ra0re  of  a  brawler 
xnan  a  technical  wrestler." 

~  Racklund 
1981  -  Ted  DiBiase 

^ non  ~  ^^eir  (Super  Tiger) 

1984  "  ^1^er.I’Jask  (Super  Tiger) 

1984  -  Dynamite  Kid/Masa  Salto  tie 


2!- 


BEST  BRAWLER 

1.  BRUISER  BRODY  (132) . 720 

2.  Stan  Hansen  (7) . 282 

3.  Terry  Gordy  (4) . 169 

4.  Jerry  Lawler  (7) . 64 

5«  Paul  Orndorff . 52 


MM:  "Are  they  all  this  easy. 

Anyone  who  reads  these  sheets  know 
the  profound  respect  the  Mondo 
Maniacs  have  for  the  Goodish  one. 
Following  closely  is  his  Jap-land 
buddy  Hansen.  Edging  out  that  man 
of  unlimited  potential  Gordy  for 
third  is  one  truly  wild  mother, 
Randy  Savage." 

DM  1  "I  must  be  the  only  one,  but 
I  consider  Dynamite  Kid  a  brawling 
wrestler.  Most  of  what  he  does 
aside  from  the  dazzling  moves  and 
and  snap  suplexes  are  hard,  hard 
punches  and  forearms.  So  I  picked 
him  second  with  Hansen  edging  out 
Gordy  for  third." 

1980  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1981  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1982  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1983  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1984  -  Bruiser  Brody 


MOST  AGILE  WRESTLER 

1.  DYNAMITE  KID  (57) . 367 

2.  The  Cobra  (30) . 264 

3.  Tiger  Mask  (26) . 262 

4.  Super  Tiger  (18) . 194 

5.  El  Gran  Hamada  (5) . 58 


MM  1  "The  best  technical  guys  are 
also  agile,  of  course.  My  entire 
agility  list  is  Japan  derived  I 
notice.  There  isn't  a  whole  lot 
of  athletic  gracefulness  around 
here.  The  agility  of  Dynamite 
and  D.B. Smith  has  varied  over  the 
years  depending  upon  weight,  but 
has  never  suffered  much.  I'm  real 
impressed  with  the  new  Tiger  Mask 
and  want  to  see  more.  Although  I 
picked  three  jr.  heavyweights  in 
Dynamite,  Cobra  and  new  Tiger  Mask, 

I  don't  want  to  ignore  agile  big 
buys.  One  of  the  most  impressive 
is  Brody.  Adonis,  for  his  physique 
is  unbelievable.  Not  quite  as  big, 
but  still  a  full-fledged  heavyweight 
is  Strong  Machine  #2  (Riki  Bassan) 
who  flies  out  of  the  ring  like  the 
best  jr.  heavyweight." 

DM:  "I  had  to  pick  Cobra  first 

over  Tiger  Mask  because  Misawa 
wrestles  mainly  a  Mexican  style, 
in  other  words  the  moves  look  too 
set  up  at  times  for  my  taste.  I 
went  with  Super  Tiger  third  although 
he  doesn' t  do  the  flying  dives  oult 
of  the  ring  like  before,  however 
his  agility  in  doing  genuine 
wrestling  moves  is  tremendous." 

RD:  "Dynamite  Kid  shows  everyone 

something  in  each  match.  Super 
Tiger  is  unbelievable  and  the  Tonga 
Kid  has  come  a  long  way  very 
quickly. " 

1981  -  Jimmy  Snuka 

1982  -  Tiger  Mask  (Super  Tiger) 

1983  -  Tiger  Mask  (Super  Tiger) 

1984  -  Dynamite  Kid 


STRONGEST 

1.  BUTCH  REED  (70) . 366 

2.  Road  Warrior  Animal  ( 26 ) . I  ”  ! 24 3 

3.  Tony  Atlas  (15) . 146 

4.  Road  Warrior  Hawk  (2) .  *  96 

5.  Hulk  Hogan  (6) . \\\76 

Honorable  Mention:  J0hn  Studd  73, 

Ken  Patera  71,  Davey  Boy  Smith  47 

MM:  "This  one  distresses  me.  This 

most  overhyped  aspect  of  wrestlers 
makes  it  difficult  to  get  past  the 
brainwashing.  When  they  lie  about 
the  lifts  of  legitimate  medal  winners 
like  Ken  Patera,  why  try  to  figure  it 
out?  The  reason  this  category  is 
bothersome  is  many  wrestlers  "perhaps 
might  be"  the  strongest  as  John 
Studd..  What  a  pathetic  waste  if 
true.  For  his  large  size,  he  looks 
so  lacking  in  power  that  it's  painful 
to  watch.  It's  hard  to  deny  Patera 
as  one  of  the  strongest  since  he  keeps 
up  with  serious  lifting.  There  are 
so  many  bodybuilders  in  wrestling 
it's  easy  to  confuse  them  with 
actual  super  strong  weight  lifters. 
Atlas  is  a  very  strong  bodybuilder. 

I  think  Hogan  is  legitimately  strong 
but  when  does  he  show  it?  Reed 
denies  he's  the  strongest,  but  he's 
close.  I  don't  want  to  ignore  Road 
Warrior  Animal.  He  looks  evil  and 
is  extremely  strong  for  his  height. 

I  haven’t  been  able  to  evaluate 
Hercules  Hernandez  or  Nikita  Koloff 
yet.  I  picked  Patera,  Studd  then 
Animal,  which  is  not  to  suggest 
they  actually  show  their  strength 
in  the  ring. 

DM:  "I  picked  this  category  based 

on  strength  display  in  the  ring, 
preferably  when  used  in  legitimate 
moves.  Animal  exudes  power  in  the 
ring,  however  I've  never  seen  him 
do  the  press  with  people  as  large 
as  those  Reed  or  Atlas  presses. 

Still  I  picked  him  first,  if  only 
because  Reed  "cheats"  on  his  press 
slams,  resting  the  guy  on  his  head 
instead  of  pressing  him  from  the 
shoulders.  I  went  with  Reed  second 
and  Smith  third.  Smith  may  not  be 
freaky  large,  although  he's  very  big, 
but  for  the  most  part  the  strength 
he  shows,  especially  the  full-body 
strength  rather  than  just  shoulder 
strength  and  arm  strength,  is  done 
doing  legitimate  moves.  I  wanted  to 
pick  Jerry  Olski  who  is  a  genuine 
wrestling  powerhouse  rather  than  just 
a  strong  lifter  but  I'm  stuck  with 
three.  Actually  Rheingans  may  be 
stronger  in  a  wrestling  sense  than 
any  of  them,  but  since  his  rookie 
days  of  suplexing  Jerry  Blackwell 
all  oyer  the  ring,  he  never  shows  it. 
I’d  like  to  also  mention  El  Canek 
from  Mexico  who  is  very  strong  as 
well.  For  a  strength/agility  package 
he  and  Smith  are  tops  with  Brody  not 
far  behind." 

RD:  "Reed’s  overhead  press  is 

the  most  impressive." 

RM:  "Reed's  strength  displays  make 
everything  look  so  easy.  Roadies 
are  very  energetic  which  makes  them 
look  impressively  strong." 


1981,  -  Tony  Atlas 

1982  -  Ken  Patera 

1983  -  Hulk  Hogan 

1984  -  Butch  Reed 

MOST  OVERRATED 

1.  JOHN  STUDD  (28) ... 

2.  Hulk  Hogan  (29)  —  II 1 1 1 1  *  183 

3.  Junkyard  Doe  (2^)  Vo, 

4.  Dusty  Rhode!  (li)!. . \&7\ 

5.  ivan  Putski  as)...;;;;*  icg 

Honorahle  Mentions  Andre  the  Giant 

i  Snaka  85.  Giant  Baba  58? 

ffito  Santana  43,  Brutus  Beefcake  43 

MM-  "What  fun.  Another  chance  to 
dump  on  the  heroes  m„0+  -a-ce  to 
overhvnp  ln/s  r  Most  Promotions 
y??  and  lots  of  fans  buy  it 

it  down1!?®  and  sinker-  The  WWFhas 
it  down  to  an  art  form.  It's  one  of 

it's?a^Tteries  of  wrestling  how 
it  b  decided  who  gets  what  push 

best  w?thne^e  WWF  it,S  whoPcan’work 

inrro^du'^t  s^CVinnfe°;antr?oing  °f 

introduce  to  his  audience.  We  all 
have  favorites,  but  highly  regarded 
euys  by  the  public.  if  not  r!fder! 

ge+c  him)  which  museum 

fn  ’  Studd  (great  size, 

strong,  never  shows  it) 

Dhd  R"Whe?  Hhe  Ame rican  Slob)." 

+  .  ^here  do  we  start?  I*d  Iovp 

■to  pick  Hogan  fir  a  top  three  snot 

but  1  Jast  can’t.  Hogan  isn’t  good 
but  he  isn  t  nearly  pathetic. 

Junkyard  Dog  is  one  of  the  worst 
wrestlers  I’ve  ever  seen?  I°n  eo 

trulvbe??  S6C??d  because  most  fins 
^ruiy  believe  the  eov  ci-m  1 1  _ _  _  - 

Rhodthing;  Third  waa  toaeh  bllwlln 

no°ddeSI^f,tUd^  bub  ^ 

of  Mike  make  sPe°ial  mention 

01  wiKe  Von  Erich  as  well.  Mike 

and  c;haS  bad  aS  JYD’  Studd  or  Dusty 
and  shows  more  than  Snuka  in  an  Y 

average  match,  but  his  physical 

credibility  is  zilch.  C  If  the 

bard®?J  matches  to  watch  all  year 

a  j ;« 

»r‘“" 

fiL"«5T.™,fs.rssrM 

1.., 

LL?  P»T?m  1S  a  ?bmuck,s  shmuck." 
rr!  .  s  crawling  head-butt 

rf.f1?  opponents  are  required 
ael1  is  Pathetic.  Garvin  and 

?QfinanaMf0li0w  (Ron  Garvin).’’ 

-  Mr  Wrestling  II 
J981  -  Pedro  Morales 
*982  -  Pedro  Morales 
19°3  -  Bob  Backlund 
1984  -  John  Studd 


MOST  UNDERRATED 

1.  BRIAN  BLAIR  (2?) . .  ??r 

2.  Nobuhiko  Takada  (18)!; . V07 

3-  Ron  Starr  (3) .  . 

4.  Dynamite  Kid  (9)...! . So 

5.  Don  Kernodle  (12)...;.’; . £ X 

Serial to“^tiSni  ^Vey  B°y'smiih  57 

febnv^M J6,,B°b  Orton  51  •  Kuniaki 

^Obayashi  45,  Isamu  Teranishi  3V 

,"®y  who?  The  promotion?  The 
Jan^nrei . B°bb •  There  are  a  dozen 

sreat  alrt™  b?,E  that  are  Probably 
fnri3n  and  S'  d  never  know.  Dynamite 
?hn,  Ky  ?°y  aren,t  underrated 
those  who  know  them  or  those  who  Y 
have  seen  them.  I  guess  that's  the 

Vo°r  ltm-  I85  Should  be  a  great  year 
for  them.  Greg  Gagnd’s  comments  „i5e 

Blair  is  highly  regarded  although  he’< 
never  done  much  for  me.  I'll  pick 

larv?M  v1FSt+  another  year  gone  by, 

r!mfilingahe?ri  hlt?  his  awesome  taleni 
remaining  held  back.  Dynamite  cpommH 

especially  since  he’s  relatively  ' 

short,  many  U.S.  promoters  seem  to 

owngrade  him.  Correctly  used  he’ll 

is  ?h TrdeymS  ?F*  Strong  M^hine  #2 
is  third.  He  s  really  exciting  and 

nrT6  s?en  a  teensy  bit." 

fans  because  to  U.S. 

ians,  aii  0f  the  japanese  wrestlerc: 

plus  Smith  and  Kid  could  qualify 
However  most  promotions  that  they 
ork  for  use  them  okay.  Vince  didn't 
use  Smith  and  Kid  well,  but 
too  much  to  expect  that  he  would. 

+h.  faf®e  about  Blair  although  I 
think  he  s  a  very  good  wrestlfr. 

bbe  aadlence  Titan  is  aiming  for 
those  with  no  understanding  of 
wrestling.  a  great  wrestler  will  R0 
over  this  heads  anyway.  Blair  was 
“Id  correctly ,  to  give  the  top  g|ys 
some  tough  matches.  Same  thing  lith 

2£2n*  ?ernodle  is  No.  1,  although^ 
that  no  longer  seems  to  be  the  case 
Io went” with  Starr  No.  2  and  Masa  Fuchi 

"Kf™°dle  t0PS  the  list  every 
Y  a^'  ^dldas  has  lightning  moves 

lamLnb^lty  is  ^oir^  nowhere! 

ho  ?arj4.^5uWOUld  be  a  suPerstar  if 
he  left  the  Animal  farm." 

LL:  "Kernodle,  unless  you’ve  seen 

l?lral?sSd’’AtlantiC-  BlLr  a"d 

p!L,"Both  Arn  Ar,derson  and  Eric 
Embryare  very  good  but  few  people 
know  it  because  of  the  areas  they 
Tofin^u1"'  . Teranishi  third." 

1QR?  "  ”ossefn  Arab  (Iron  Sheik) 
lyoi  -  Buzz  Sawyer 

1982  -  Adrian  Adonis 

1983  -  Dynamite  Kid 

1984  -  Brian  Blair 

BEST  circuit 

1.  NEW  JAPAN  PRO  WRESTLING  (66).  426 

2.  AL1  Japan  Pro  Wrestling  (24)  ?Ro 

3.  Mid  South  (26) . *  *  ’ 

4.  Jarrett  Promotions  ( 11 j !!!!’*’* i4q 

5.  Mid  Atlantic  (7) .  *7? 

Honorable  Mention:  UWF  63’,  ’  World 
Class  53  ^  xu 


ml  "If  it  wasn't  for  a  few  critical 
gripes,  I'd  strongly  consider  the 
AWA.  Shocked  by  the  Hulk/Gene  loss 
and  several  more  embarrassing 
defections,  I  don't  ignore  the  fact 
Verne  somehow  got  the  single  best 
possible  act  (Brody).  The  destruction 
of  Georgia  freed  up  the  Roadies,  ano¬ 
ther  big  break.  Still,  I  won't 
consider  it.  The  best  is,  well 
at  least  was,  Inoki's  New  Japan. 

Good  American  circuits  are  few 
and  far  in  between.  Where's  George 
Cannon  these  days?  I  picked  Memphis 
(Jarrett  Promotions)  second  since 
they  treat  fans  like  they're  human 
beings  and  Mid  South  third  because 
they  treat  fans  like  they're  ignorant 
rednecks,  which  is  a  solid  step 
forward  from  what  most  promotions 
treat  their  fans  like." 

DM*  "For  the  full  year  Inoki's 
New  Japan  was  the  best,  even  if 
the  last  three  months  weren' t  so 
great.  I  have  to  pick  UWF  second 
because  the  matches  themselves 
are  the  hardest  to  be  found 
anywhere.  It's  really  a  shame  they 
won' t. last  '85.  I  don't  want  to 
make  it  a  clean  sweep  for  Japan, 
because  the  angles  worked  in  Mid 
South  were  really  good,  but  I'm 
into  good  matches  above  good 
angles  so  I  had  to  pick  All  Japan 
above  them,  if  only  slightly.  I'd 
like  to  make  not£of  Jarrett' s  group 
as  well,  who  get  more  mileage  out 
of  their  talent  pool  which  is  a  mean 
trick  in  itself  and  the  WWF ,  which 
gets  no  mileage. out  of  theirs' 

(unless  it’s  the  mileage  put  in 
traveling  around  the  country)." 

LL:  "New  Japan  and  Mid  South  first 

two  are  no  surprise.  I  went  with  Mid 
Atlantic  third  based  on  the  entire 
year  because  they've  had  some 
excellent  matches  and  build-ups, 
mainly  involving  Flair  and  Steamboat." 

1983  -  Mid  Atlantic 

1984  -  New  Japan  Pro  Wrestling 

BEST  TV  SHOW 

1.  NEW  JAPAN  PRO  WRESTLING  (52)... 356 

2.  Mid  South  (36) . 312 

3*  Jarrett  Promotions  (24) . 231 

4.  All  Japan  Pro  Wrestling  ( 11)... 171 

5.  World  Class  (9) . 151 

Honorable  Mention:  Portland  36 

MM s  "I  wish  I  could  better  evaluate 
the  Japanese  shows  but  I  only  see 
clips  and  I  don't  get  much  out  of 
the  announcing  and  interviews. 

Stateside  I've  seen  enough  to 
consider  the  following  on  the  basis 
of  matches,  technical  proficiency, 
announcing  and  most  important-- 
atmosphere.  The  best  is  the  Memphis 
show  (Jarrett)  followed  by  Mid  South 
and  believe  it  or  not,  WWF  Championship 
Wrestling  taped  in  Poughkeepsie. 

It's  as  good  as  th«!  Canadian  show 
is  bad.  Special  mention  must  be 
given  to  Tuesday  Night  Titans, 
wrestling's  first  and  hopefully 
last  "high  concept"  show.  It  often 
satisfies  even  my  sick  sense  of 
humor.  Surprisingly  good  is  Verne 
Gagne's  Canadian  cable  show  all  3‘ 


of 

to 


due  to  the  technical  production 
The  Sports  Network  and  none  due 
the  AWA." 

DM*  "If  there's  one  category  I  can 
fairly  pick,  this  is  it.  If  I  had 
tapes  from  every  circuit  come  in 
the  mail  on  the  same  day,  I  would 
watch  Mid  South  first.  The  hour 
goes  by  very  quickly  because  the 
matches  are  fast-paced,  the  angles 
are  the  best,  my  intelligence  is 
never  insulted  even  if  my  political 
views  are  and  Watts  is  such  a  strong 
commentator.  I  went  with  New  Japan 
second  based  on  all  the  good  matches. 
Those  are  the  only  two  shows  I  always 
watch  in  their  entirety.  l-m  always 

;x21i2d*?b0“t  seeinS  the  Jarrett  show, 
but  that  s  because  I  fast  forward 
through  the  matches.  Judging  on 
comedy  and  interviews  it  would  be 
No.  1  I  occasionally  skip  a  match 
for  Babas  group,  but  watch  80  percent 
I  11  pick  the  Jarrett  show  third  just 
by  a  hair.  I  never  watch  the  AWA 
show  anymore.  The  best  individual 
TV  shows  of  the  year  have  been  on 
the  World  Class  show  (Von  Erich's 
death  special,  the  two  shows  from 
Texas  Stadium)  however  a  very  bad 
announcer  combined  with  the  same 
match-ups  and  those  abhorrent  girls 
and  managers  ruining  the  endings 
puts  this  show  far  lower  in  my 
estimation  than  last  yeair.  Mid 
Atlantic  has  the  best  squash  matches 
but  those  angles  are  aimed  at  a 
two-year-old  and  only  rarely  hold 

for  adults.  I  can't  even  consider' 
WWF.  To  me  the  whole  atmosphere  is 
obnoxious,  from  the  bouts  to  the 
announcers  to  the  skits.  Piper  and 
Albano  are  the  only  entertaining 
personalities,  and  even  they  get  old 
because  of  lack  of  new  material.  How 
many  Piper's  pits  end  when  the  baby 
face  makes  a  remark  about  him  wearing 
a  dress?  Special  mention  must  go  to 
the  Portland  TV  show,  which  has  been 
locked  m  a  time  warp  since  1962 
The  way  wrestling  is  going,  being 
23  years  behind  the  times  should  soon 
make  it  the  best  show  on  the  air." 

ND:  "Memphis  and  Mid  South  are 
easily  the  best.  I  went  with  Memphis 

s  usually  more 
I  would  rather  listen 
than  Bill  Watts 


first  because  it' 
entertaining  and 
to  Lance  Russell 
Jim  Ross . " 

1983  -  New  Japan 

1984  -  New  Japan 


or 


Pro 

Pro 


Wrestling 
Wre  stl ing 


MATCH  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  FREEBlRDS  vs  VON  ERICHS 

7/4  Ft.  Worth  Street  Fight  (22)... 184 

2.  Slaughter  vs  Sheik 

6/16  New  York  Boot  Camp  bout  (19).l3i 

3.  Flair  vs.  Kerry  Von  Erich 

5/6  Texas  Stadium  (14) . 90 

4.  Dynamite  Kid  vs.  The  Cobra 

7/ 5  Tokyo  (3) . . 

5.  Yoshiaki  Yatsu  vs  Nobuhiko  Takada 

4/19  Tokyo  (4) . ..go 


?/2SrS»=LMfnti°ni,  Flair  vs  Steamboat 
vC  V  Mead°wlands  65,  Nobuhiko  Takada 

K,nkaSU°  Yamazaki  12/5  Tokyo  63, 

YnVv  cSgan  VS  Ir°n  Sheik  1/23  New 

K?Hkn59*^Dci!e?  Boy  Smith-Dynamite 
Kid-David  Shults  vs  Antonio  Inoki- 
Fujinami-Cobra  7/13  Japan  56, 

10/21 6s+ Br°dy1va  Jerry  Blackwell 
10/21  St.  Paul  53.  Dynamite  Kid  vs 
Davey  Boy  Smith  7/20  Osaka  53, 
uper  Tiger  vs  Akira  Maeda  9/li 
oky°  50,  Ricky  Steamboat  vs  Dick 
ater  early  June  Greeville  40 , 

Japan  38  ^heV^  Eri°h  5/24  *°kosuka . 
*®pan  3?.’  o*)e  Cobra  vs  Kuniaki 
Kobayashi  8/2  Tokyo  36 


‘  the^n/^T46?4  thing  1  saw 

was  the  10/21  Lights  out  Watch 

Bbody  and  Blackwell.  On 
tape  the  best  thing  I  saw  was 

the  jr.  heavyweight  title  match 
between  Dynamite  Kid  and  Cobra 

likedntobhUt  1  W0Uld  have  most 
liked  to  have  seen  was  the  9/ll 

™Fer»Hle®r  Vs  “aeda  raatch." 

DM.  Having  said  that  Takada  vs 

Yamazaki  was  the  best  live  bout  I’ve 
ever  seen  guarantees  it  the  first 

T*'™*  7d  Bad  boSt  st 

between  Freebirds  and  Von  Erichs 

was  the  best  U.S.  match  I  saw 

because  I  didn’t  see  any  Flair 

vs  Steamboat  encounters  except 

for  brief  clips  which  made  ae 

want  to  see  it  a  lot.  I  picked 

that  one  third.  Second  place  I 

Siith^h^i  the  6  man  tag  with  Kid- 
Cobra  hT^SJ?  lnoki-Fu jinami- 
dif/'  i  d  llke  "t°  mention  in  a 
ifferent  sense,  the  bout  I'll 
remember  the  most  was  the  Flair- 
Kerry  title  change  at  Texas 

asaa1murh°f+°dVi0Uf  reasons.  although 

the  beet  ThfT"/  qualifY  among ^ 

I*  Th  ost  surPrisingly 

Takfrt*  rS  the  4/19  Yats^  vs 

great3  bu^^  1  knew  both  guYs  «®re 
great,  but  they  wrestled  out  of 

™eir  l?ag'->e  in  that  one." 

RI*‘;  Ktd  vs  Smith  first  five 

VonUFrf/erS  great-  Freebirds  vs 
/on  Erichs  contained  the  most 

n^k»devSIrapping  Pve  seen  and  I 
Rn  kedm^atSU  vs  Takada  third." 

t/he  Hogan-Sheik  title  change 
was  the  most  important  because  of 
its  effect  on  wrestling,  with  Hulk 
as  champ  the  WWF  was  more  viable 
nationwide.  The  Flair-Kerry  title 
change  solidified  the  Von  Erichs 

the  PrJJl6  fA-while  third  goes  to 
the  Freebies  inagural  match  at 

Madison  Square  Garden.  This  helped 
convince  the  Birds  they  had  no P 
wrestling  future  in  the  group." 

.  ® the  past  two  winners  were 
ltk»ad+  match  you  would  have  most 

you  saw°  h3VS  Seen  and  best  matab 

1980  -  Sammartino  vs  Zbyszko  cage  Shea 

.  qp ,  Backlund  vs.  Patera  MSG 

1981  -  Rhodes  vs  Flair  Kansas  City 
ioAo  Patterson  vs  Slaughter  MSG 

1982  -  Flair  vs  Backlund  Atlanta 

i  qoo  Tiger  Mask  vs  Dynamite  Kid  tokyo 

1983  -  Slaughter/Kernodle  vs 
Steamboat/Youngblood  Greensboro 

rm  _  .  _ 


19614  - 


/rVltos  ^^o'ffWltot.  Worth 


CATEGORY  B  AWARDS 

f.r5esf  are  based  on  the  number  of 
1  mst  place  votes  received. 

BEST  WRESTLING  MANRTTVFR 

1.  UIMAMhi  KID/ DAVEY  BOY  SMITH 

BNE  ARM  POWER  CLEAN  AND  DROPKICK 
OFF  THE  TOP  ROPES....  "urKICK 

2.  Tiger  Mask's  dive ' out’ of ' th4 ' J 
ri+S’  fS11  flip  and  Backward  splash 

3-  Kuniaki  Kobayashi 's  backward' 

offh+h/1^/46  gUy  °n  his  shoulders 
off  the  middle  ropes. . ,  it 

4-  Tonga  Kid's  dive _ \  m\ .  o 

5.  Jimmy  Snuka's  dive  ’  ’*  q 

MTvl:  "All  the  best,  of  course,  is  in 

Japan  with  Davey.  Dynamite.  New  Tiger 

I°ll  nick  ?hr%?reSenting  their  stunt 
.  pi?k.tke  Strong  Machiees  and 
their  finisher  of  one  holding  a  f0e 
with  a  fullnelson  and  the  other 
coming  off  the  top  ropes  with  sort  of 
™nreverse  lariat  enzuigiri.  Wild 
"Tiger  Mask's  dive  out  of  the 
ring  doing  the  flip." 

RMi  "Dynamite  Kid's  belly- to-bellv 
superplex. " 

Im- ^w°  really  stick  out.  The  Kid/ 
mith  double-team  move  is  fabuloas. 

It  shows  great  ingenuity  and  some 

bv  Randv  qThS  Plledriver  on  the  table 

the  t  ^  S®vafe  on  Rl°ky  Morton  where 
the  table  broke  was  so  good  my  only 
reaction  was  to  laugh.”  y 

GZ:  "When  Cobra  was  on  the  middle 

ropes,  Kobayashi  stuck  his  head 
between  his  legs,  climbed  to  the 

rJ,Hrleer???s  and  fellbackwards  with 
,2oFa  f|11iLng  almost  on  his  head." 

'  ^nuka  ®  diva  bff  the  ropes 
1Q83  '  ^uper  Destroyer's  superplex 

1q8a  '  r  Uka  a  dlve  off  tha  ropes 
1984  -  Davey  Boy  Smith  power  clean 

followed  by  Dpnamite  Kid  dropkiok 
oil  the  top  rope 

ROOKIE  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  TOM  ZENK . .  . 

keiichi  yamada.  . 11 

3.  Nikita  Koloff .  ir, 

Mike  Von  Erich _ "io 

h^vot  Phi1  LaFleur’  who' received 
42  votes  for  rookie  of  the  year 

wrestltne1*^613  becaase  his  began 
wrestling  a  few  months  prior  to 

our  cut-off  point 

MM:  "Tom  Zenk  is  a  performer  of 
great  potential.  His  improvement 
has  been  noticable.  He  works  and 
is  wilUng  to  try  difficult  moves. 
Considering  the  AWA's  poor  handling 

nfi.  0bvleSa  h®'S  been  very  impressive 
u,-‘  Yamada  is  pretty  small  but 
appears  to  have  great  potential." 

.  ,  "A  lean  crop  this  year  sol  'll 
pick  Gary  Quartanelli.  Even  though 

i'qRd  doing  j°b?  he  has  potential." 
1980  -  Barry  Windham 

1QR2  '  A^S?ron^Brad  Rheingans 

1982  -  Steve  Williams 

1983  -  Road  Warriors 

1984  -  Tom  Zenk/Keiichi  Yamada 


31 


HARDEST  WORKER 

1.  RIC  FLAIR.. . 80 

2.  Dynamite  Kid . 40 

3*  Bruiser  Brody . 7 


MM*  "I'll  go  with  Dynamite  Kid 
even  though  there  are  several 
deserving  others  toiling  in  Japan 
who  I  haven't  seen  enough  of.” 

DMi  "If  you  consider  he  wrestles 
long  matches  almost  every  night, 
his  travel  schedule  and  the  quality 
of  his  work,  Flair  is  in  a  class 
by  himself.  I  can  only  recall  one 
bad  Flair  match  off-hand  I've  seen 
in  the  last  year.” 

ND:  "Flair's  the  most  consistent 
wrestler  in  the  business.  I've 


seen  him  in  several  circuits  against 
a  number  of  wrestlers  of  different 
ability  but  he  never  gives  less  than 
100  percent.” 

LL:  "Dynamite  Kid,  very  close  over 

Flair." 

1983  -  Dynamite  Kid 

1984  -  Ric  Flair 


BIGGEST  SHOCK 

1.  DEATH  OF  DAVID  VON  ERICH 


2.  McMahon  purchasing  GCW . 11 

3.  Bruno  rejoining  WWF . 9 

4.  Sheik  beat  Backlund . 7 


MMt  "This  has  been  quite  the  year 
for  shocks,  most  arising  from  Vince's 
expansion.  The  most  aaazimg  was 
his  takeover  of  Georgia  wrestling, 
eliminating  his  chief  rival  and 
getting  cable  TV's  most  visible 
wrestling  show  in  one  fell  swoop. 

The  upheavels  of  a  year  ago  when 
Backlund  lost  the  title  with  no 
warning  and  Vince  plucking  Hogan, 
GeneO  and  Piper  was  quite  a  stunner. 
Inoki's  recent  trouble  was  surprising 
but  maybe  it  shouldn't  have  been, 
given  the  events  of  '83.  Vince 
taking  Calgary  without  a  peep  was 
a  shock,  albiet  of  lesser  magnitude. 
However,  for  sheer  importance,  loss, 
sadness,  waste  and  finality,  the  death 
of  David  Von  Erich  was  a  shock  you 
hope  you'll  never  hear  the  likes  of 
again.  I  do  appreciate  Gordon 
Solie’s  brief  mention  of  it  the 
next  day  and  the  local  Dallas 
media  coverage." 

DM:  "There  have  been  plenty  of 

shocks  this  year,  from  the  defections 
to  some  of  the  events  of  the  wrestling 
war.  The  two  biggest  Vinnie-related 
shocks  were  the  Iron  Sheik's  win  over 
Backlund  at  the  end  of  last  year 
and  his  takeover  of  Georgia.  However 
they  all  paled  in  comparison  with 
the  shock  of  David  Von  Erich  dying." 
SM:  "Von  Erich's  death  was  a  sad 

and  tragic  thing,  I  must  go  with  the 
Brisco  brothers  selling  their  shares 
of  Georgia  wrestling  to  Vince  McMahon. 
This  one  came  from  left  field  and 
surprised  me  so  much." 

1981  -  Tommy  Rich  winning  NWA  title 

1982  -  Otto  Wanz  winning  AWA  title 

1983  -  Harley  Race  winning  NWA  title 

1984  -  Death  of  David  Von  Erich 


MOST  DISGUSTING  PROMOTIONAL  TACTTO 

1.  .BLACKJACK  MULLIGAN'S  FAKE'  HEART 

CONDITION  AND  HEART  ATTACK . 36 

2.  Cyndi  Lauper  and  David  Wolfe's 

involvement  in  wrestling .  21 

3.  Kevin  Sullivan 1 s  usage  of 'knives 

to  the  heart..... . ^ 

4;  Stripper  cage  matches' with" the 

girls  in  Southwest...,, . jo 

5*  The  entire  Mulligan— Sullivan 
feud .  ^2 

MM:  "What  a  rich  category.  There's 
too  many  to  pick  from.  In  Dallas, 
how  about  promoting  Stella  Mae 
and  Mike  Von  Erich.  How  about  the 
"win  one  for  David"  stuff.  In  Mid 
Atlantic,  how  about  the  $1  million 
Starcade.  Florida  has  Kevin  Sullivan 
satanism  and  ^lack^ack  Mulligan's 
heart* attack.  Just  about  everything 
in  the  WWF  qualifies- the  exultation 
of  Sgt.  Slaughter  to  his  personal 
embarrassment.  The  selling  of  Brutus 
Beefcake.  All  sickening,  dumb  and 
disgusting,  but  that's  what  wrestling 
is  all  about.  Two  things  bothered 
me  even  more.  I  won't  pick  on  Vinnie’ 
expansion  strategy  or  his  trying  to 
take  over  wrestling,  but  his  planned 
overexposure  is  troublesome.  It's 
obvious,  he's  more  concerned  in  hurtin* 
opposition  than  helping  himself.  He 
must  feel  overexposure  will  cause  a 
shakeout  and  several  promotions  will 
fail  because  of  it.  Since  all 
wrestling  is  perceived  as  the  same 
by  TV  people  and  building  managers, 
the  media,  the  public  at  large, 
just. about  everyone  who  isn't  a  fan 
he  figures  he'll  be  left  to  pick  up 
the  pieces.  But  even  worse  is 
the  increased  trend  in  advertising 
wrestlers  who  aren't  booked  and  won't 
appear.  vince?  No,  his  no-shows 
result  from  logistical  incompetence. 
The  worst  seems  to  be  AWA  mat  messiah 
Big  Daddy  Verne  Gag-me .  Starting 
with  last  December  and  all  the  Hogan 
no-shows,  he's  picked  his  spots  to 
deserve  an  award.  By  George,  he 
hasn't  had  honesty  or  integritv  in 
the  last  25  minutes." 

DM:  "I  don't  know  where  to  start. 

All  I  know  is  next  year  this  one 
moves  to  Category  A  (three  picks). 

I  wouid  say  nothing  is  worse  than 
WWFs  blatant  lying  in  Advertising, 
locally  billing  Jesse  Ventura  four 
weeks  after  he  went  to  the  hospital 
for  a  main  event  match.  I  would  say 
that,  except  hangman's  noose  matches 
and  phony  heart  attacks  prevailied 
in  Florida.  I  just  wonder  if  Vince 
can  top  that  in  '85." 

LL:  "A  close  race  between  WWF  and 
Florida  but  a  fake  heart  attack 
gives  Florida  the  edge." 

RD:  "Florida’s  antics  of  heart 

attacks  and  hangings  go  beyond 
Vince's  bad  taste." 

RM:  "Bob  Armstrong's  legitimate 
non-wrestling  injury,  a  serious  one 
at  that,  being  used  by  Ole  Anderson 
to  sell  tickets." 


?D’  "F?rget  all  the  idiotic  things 
in  Florida,  the  million  or  so  mistakes 
by  Ole  Anderson  in  Georgia  or  even 
inca  *  ?ravellihg  sideshow.  The 
worst  thing  was  Fritz  Von  Erich  using 

NWA  belttfongh'"ar  38  5  Way  t0  §e1; 
inwa  belt  for  his  son  Kerry." 

t?okPt!S+ng  Cyndi  LauPe r  to  sell 
tickets  to  a  wrestling  card.  I 

have  never  been  more  incensed,  .sick 

anVfotherS^  by  l  Pr°motion  than  by 
ion,  th,e,r  6lmmick  in  history.” 

lORp  "  n8a£f  °f  "The  Monster"  in  L.A. 

108t  "  p3cklu"d  as  WWF  champion 
I983  -  Pretending  Eddie  Gilbert 
had  re-injured  his  neck  after  a 

inrth^Sf?ar+aC?ident  in3ured  him 
ioq;  e  ^irs^  Place 

Blackjack  Mulligan's  phony 
heart  attack  in  Florida 

BEST  ANNOUNCER 

1.  LANCE  RUSSELL...  ^ 

2.  Bill  Watts . i . 

3.  Gordon  Solie . . A 

4.  Mr.  Furutachi . . 

5*  Gene  Okerlund . !!!!]****  8 

W,i:  "A  very  short  list.  I  didn't 

hear  amyone  better  than  Lance  Russell 
in  Memphis.  Watts  is  a  lot  of  fun 

?an  c?me  on  to°  strong  and  I 
didn  t  hear  him  that  much.  Brurm 

£a”  be  an  exoellent  color  man  and 
ds  a  lot  to  /ince's  circus.  Most 
everyone  else  ranges  from  awful  to 

Tn+S^*  •  Genv  0kerlund  is  fun  doing 

iioer^leW?  but  he's  horrible  at 
play-by-play . " 

?!'  „"0an't  accurately  gauge  the 
Japanese  announcer,  but  of  the 

theT5only  good  ones  are  Lance 
and  Dave  Brown  in  Memphis,  Watts 

Ross  m  Mid  South  and  Don 
p  Portland .  Bob  Baudile  in 

.LCa£?llnas  1S  average ,  which 
ranks  him  near  the  top.  I  eniov 

withewa+thehm°St’  but  1  sti11  went 
with  Watts  because  I  think  hS's 

the  most  effective  at  getting  his 
angles  over.  I  should  give  Larrv 
Nelson  (AWA)  credit  as  the  best  ^ 
f£?kla  a2a°uncer  and  Mark  Lowrance 
>Ft-  Worth)  credit  as  the  most 
improved . " 

1981  -  Gordon  Solie 

1982  -  Gordon  Solie 

1983  -  Gordon  Solie 

1984  -  Lance  Russell 

best  manager 

1.  JIMMY  HART . . 

2.  Lou  Albano .  .  .  . . 

3*  Jim  Cornette . !!!!!!!* 18 

MMi  "I  considered  three,  Bobby 
neenan ,  who  needed  a  change  of 
scenery  got  it,  and  is  doing  great 
He  may  be  tough  to  top  next  yefr? 

J„£avV  S°ft  Sp?t  for  Pchimasa 
+£^ac£tSU’  the  wildman  manager  of 
the  Strong  Machines.  He  sure  looks 
the  coolest  but  I  can't  compare 
him  to  84's  best  manager,  Jimmy 
Hart  the  Mondo  Maniac.  Hart  conveys 
humor,  excitement  and  fun  from  the 
Southern  Handicap  Championship" 

■to  his  bodyguard  "Jimmy  Jr." 


Tv\=h/  ?  “art  makes  the  Memphis 
TV  show  1  don't  know  of  anyone 

more  valuable  to  a  market.  Lou  Alban: 
is  always  funny,  especially  during 
the  Lauper  build-up,  and  Cornette 
was  in  my  opinion  the  best  during 
a  aPring.  Every  time  you  see  Hart 
you  enjoy  him  more,  while  Cornette 
has  become  stale  to  me." 

Who  •I.  wouldn't  disagree  with  anyone 
viho  picked  Cornette,  but  I’ll  still 
go  with  Hafct  was  the  best." 

JHi  "Who  is  the  greatest  manager 
in  professional  wrestling  and  why 

1983  -  Jimmy  Hart 

1984  -  Jimmy  Hart 

RACERS  FAVORITE  WRESTT.FK 

KC  PIaiRTTT~ - 


1 

2. 

3. 

4. 


Dynamite  Kid. 
Bruiser  Brody 
Roddy  Piper. . 
Super  Tiger.. 


.41 

.36 

.25 

.  •? 


READERS  MOST  HATED  W^FSmT.Trp 

1 .  IVAN  PUT  SKI . 

Andre  the  Giant!!’.!!!.* . 

Junkyard  Dog .  . t? 

Kimala .  ’  *  ’ .  ^ 

Dusty  Rhodes. ..!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Bob  Backlund . . 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


35 

19 


Hulk 


12 

11 

11 


Hogan .  ’  1 

"The  ones  that  qualify  I  just 
t  watch.  Life’s  too 


from, 
Rufus 


MM : 

don  o  wdocn.  Lire's  too  short  to 
watching  Rufus  Jones." 

K'J*  t  ^b?re  are  a  b°b  to  choose 
dux  1  cringe  every  time 

Jones.  I've  been  cringing  for  manv 
years  now.  He's  been  bad  since  I  Y 
was  a  kid.  He  has  no  skill.  He 
doesn't  care  what  he  looks  like. 

He  s  only  done  three  moves  his 

c?^eer-  deadlock ,  head-butt 
and  shouidertlock.  He's  the  single 

Lexamp^e  ?f  racial  stereotyping 
in  the  world."  *  ^ 

ND.  "Bob. Backlund  is  the  most  boring 

bar  none." 


wrestler  in  the  world 


WORST  WRESTLER 

"l.  IVAN  PUTSKI .  ^ 

2.  Kimala . !!!!! . 

3.  The  Crusher . ••..!!!!*  14 

4.  Jay  Strongbow . !!!!!!*’ 13 

Junkyard  Dog . !!!!*’l? 

Rufus  Jones . !!!!!!’  13 

MM:  "This  year's  biggest  in  ring 
abomination. goes  to  onoe-great  Reggie 

thev^nc-  +1!°WSki-  0nly  because 
they  insisted  on  putting  him  over  in 

so  many  main  events  do  I  pick  on  him. 
Following  closely  is  Rufus  Jones  and 

IK®  "£heen?ri  little  g°°n  Ivan  Putsl 
°ld  guys  are  really  bad 

but  it  isn  t  their  fault.  Ox  Baker 
is  horrible  but  it's  not  his  fault 
Junkyard  Dog  was  decent  a  few  years 
ago  and  he  isn't  all  that  old.  Td 
rather  pick  on  him."  1  ° 


Si 


WORST  TAG  TEAM 

1.  CRUSHER  &  BARON  VON  RASCHKE. . . 84 

2.  Ron  Garvin  &  Jerry  Oates . 13 

3-  The  Samoans . . 

4.  Rocky  Johnson  &  Tony  Atlas! ! ! ! . 7 

5.  King  Parsons  &  Buck  Zumhofe _ 6 

MM*  MEasy.  Can  anyone  believe 
Crasher  &  Baron  held  a  "World" 
tag  title.  That  alone  ranks  as  a 
new  promotional  low.  I'm  getting 
sick  thinking  about  it." 

LL*  "More  teams  than  usual  this 
year.  The  Samoans  are  my  pick  over 
such  unworthy*  s  as  the  Zambuie 
Express,  Crusher  &  Baron,  Fuji  & 
Chung  Lee  and  Dick  the  Bruiser  & 
Jeff  Van  Camp." 

*  I  didn't  even  have  to  see 
these  guys  (Crusher  &  Baron)  to 
know  they  were  the  worst." 

VSt  "Let's  hope  there  will  never 
be  a  worse  set  of  tag  champs  than 
Crusher  &  Baron." 

WORST  TV  SHOW 

1.  WORLD  WRESTLING  FEDERATION. .. 6? 

2.  American  Wrestling  Association. 23 

3.  Tuesday  Night  Titans . 21 

4.  The  Best  of  Ole  Anderson . 17 

5.  Southwest . 9 

World  Wrestling  Association! !!!! 9 
Tomko  Vancouver . . 

MM:  'You  hate  to  kick  a  guy  when 

he's  down,  but  Ole  Anderson  should 
get  a  lifetime  achievement  award 
for  what  he ' s  done  to  the  once 
great  Atlanta  show.  WWFs  All-Star 
Wrestling  is  terrible.  Other  bad 
shows  I  didn't  watch." 

DM:  "Some  shows  repulsed  me  so  I 

didn't  watch  them.  Others  bored 
me  so  I  quit.  WWA  is  so  bad  it’s 
funny  so  I  sure  can't  pick  that. 

I  d  have  to  pick  Ole  Anderson's 
Sat  a.m.  show.  Ri$ht  now  I've 
begun  watching  it  via  tape,  only 
to  fast-forward  through  everything 
but  Jimmy  Hart  interviews." 

LL*  " Tuesday  Night  Titans  makes 
all  other  wrestling  shows  look 
like  Masterpiece  Theater." 

SM:  "I'm  not  going  to  pick  on  a 

little  independent  group  and  while 
it's  tempting  to  pick  the  AWA , 

I  will  instead  go  with  Tuesday 
Night  Titans.  AllUhis  show 
succeeds  in  doing  is  make  a  joke 
out  of  wrestling.  If  the  buffoon 
who  runs  the  show  and  his  sidekick 
should  poke  fun  at  anything,  it's 
only  themselves.  In  six  months 
the  only  thing  worth  watching  was 
when  Piper  slapped  the  Lord  and 
made  the  crack  about  wearing  a  kilt 
because  slacks  "cramp"  him." 

ND:  "Although  I'm  tempted  to  pick 

the  WWF ,  Vinnie  has  a  better  TV 
show  than  Verne  Gagne." 

RD:  "The  AWA  is  the  worst.  At 

least  the  ads  on  Vince's  shows 
allow  you  to  buy  $249  worth  of 
jewelry  for  $19. 95. " 

VS:  "The  Blanchard/Boyd  circus 
should  be  a  shoo-in.  Some  shows 
are  more  boring  or  have  worse 
announcers  but  the  guys  bleeding 
on  every  interview  and  the  same 
garbage  every  week  is  all  I  can  +A 


thish"te  SSe  3  Show  *orse  "than 

WPTY  2Ifii\haS  to  do  with  angles, 

WPIX  would  be  the  worst.  Manle 

Leaf  Wrestling  is  in  the  same  boat 

but  I  picked  A1  Tomko' s  Vancouver  ’ 

show  the  worst,  even  thoulh  U  does 

to  h0rthc;ghT“e  wrestlers  »«n-t 

WORST  MANAGER 

l7  M&.  FUJI.. .  , 

2.  Johnny 'Valiant.  !!!* ! . 

3.  To  jo  Yamamoto .  . fr 

4.  Scandor  Akbar . !  ! !  ! ! .  o 

5.  Paul  Jones . * . *  g 

MI*I :  As  the  top  manager  in  a 

promotion,  nobody  was  more  worthless 

thev  2n?ar-in  D^llas-  Can  you  belifve 
they  got  Jimmy  Cornette  in  a  trade 

or  him.  That's  the  crime  of  the 
year  in  Mid  South." 

DM:  "What  is  Fuji's  purpose?  Valiant 
is  the  most  obnoxious,  but  he's  been 
that  way  for  a  while." 

"paul  Jones,  not  only  caft't  he 
like  i«ent'  interview  but  his  wrestler* 
better  "  #1  are  usually  much 

ND:  I  wouldn't  argue  with  an-arr,* 

Who  chose  Sheik  Kaissey  or  Akbar? 
but  Jones  is  even  worse.  It’s  inc-t 
a  shame  Gene  Anderson  is  no  longer 
a  manager."  feer 

WORST  ANNOUNCER 

lT  ANGELO  MOSCA .  r. 

2.  Gorilla  Monsoon....! . 51 

3.  Jack  Reynolds . !  ! . 52 

4.  Rod  Tronguard .  55 

5.  Gordon  Solie . !!!!!!!  *  13 

Honorable  Mention*  Lord *Ai *Haves  1? 
Vince  McMahon  9  ayes  12  * 

Solie"A  s?n L“r  b®tween  Tronguard  and 
^oiie.  Since  Gordon  can  be  good  and 

perhaps  once  even  was,  we’ll  go  with 

Rod  whom  there  was  never  any  hone  " 

DM:  "For  four  years  I'vp  boon  ^ 

o  T  •  .years  1  ve  been  waiting 

to  pick  Solie  and  now  he’s  not  even  6 

close.  Monsoon  is  the  most  obnoxious 

but  Dave  McLain  is  a  bigger  inko  +v, 

IsTtmX^6  Vr-  Si  «ft£k2“ 

ls  ®  .11  the  nost  boring.  However  the 

"Trongu?rd°?*a+  Wh°  gets  ^  vo£?« 
Howard  Cos^TisioloStbaU^ 

Monsoon  is  the  most  pompous 
si  nee  he  s  got  aspirations  of  being 
wrestlings  Cosell.  With  a  "tellT’t 
like  it  is"  approach  aS  witness  his 
gimme  a  break  Mr.  referee"  catch 
phrase.  Ifs  as  if  he  instantly 
expects  old  Gil  Roman  to  suddenly 
transform  into  a  collegiate  style 
ref.  Though  Roman  is  his  prize 
whipping  boy,  no  ref  is  safe  fnom 
Monsoon  except  Joe  Marella,  described 
by^Gene  Okerlund  as  "a  law  and  order 

SMi  "Gordon  Solie.  I  would  love 
0  give  him  a  deep. .. deep. .. double 
underhook  suplayyy  the  next  time 
he  says.  "A  game  of  human  chess 
at  it’s  finest." 


3^ 


WORST  MATCH 


1.  MOOLAH  VS  RICHTER...  1Q 

•  2.  Andre  vs  Studd. ...  .  o 

3*  Martel  vs  Tsuruta  ? -H -t-i*  1  *  ’ 
in  St.  Paul) _ _  i title  change 

Baron3!.^1^ "^Msh^r'i10 
5.  Stella  Mae  vs  Nicola ' Roberts .. 8 

gets  theyfas?SscIn°^ly  bad  °n  video 
worst  Uve  encounterr?atment-  The 
first  Road  Warrick  vS  c^Lh33  ,the 
Baron  match  Th*  k  vs,Crusher  & 

were  still  ohalpl.  *  Th”^" 

DM:  "iycouldhV  3‘th  Crusher  "live." 

those  whicfcome^to^^r bei" 
worse  then  bearable  are  Putski  « 
Studd  at  the  WWFs  inaugural  St 
ouis  show,  Samoans  vs  Fui5  &  rh 

ho^ds^SnT  battle  of  the  nerve  S 

Oakl^d  NorsVtSUvae1b°r?d°fff  in 

over  Putski  vs  /entur=Ut  ?1^ghtly 
my  back  was  to  the^ine mainly  because 
latter  match) .  and  f hduring  the 

Payoff  from  tAe  Mglesfhvne^L 
Moolah-Aichter  MTVaircus  ^StinL 
went  with  the  Thanksgiving  ItHL1 
liae  vs  Nicola  Robert!  matfh 

deservlTment-^f6  Chanee  matches 
bv  “eneraliv  n°r  P°°r  Performances 
Si  •  "mho  ny  f°?d  wrestlers." 

.Kansas  CityXcomesrtoS  mat°h  in 
go  with  Wool  ah- Rich  ter-1  be  cause  the1 

.  I°ve  :aeSre!:rn  Tt  build 

+,  seen*  it  had  two  eirlc: 

^stie^f^^^^^er .  is^od 

in  shaP;  but°h!!  b«Se;^?11!"ir,t 

t°on!o)hea!d°addd  Ua3t  ^  "hi? 

Slo  ik  ,  s  ln  !n  experienced 

i 

Lsr  it,rM  °  “■“«« 

WORST  FEUD 

X-  jTErT  rIANT  VS  J0HN  STUDD 
hV  %R°bertS  Ys  Ronnie  Garvin 
m  *  vs  Tiger  Chung  Lee 

HulkyH  1Ch  VS  Eddie  Libert:.* 
hulk  Hogan  vs  John  Studd . 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


his  "ruhen.01e  Anderson  resurrected 
Geor»ia"mfinnSihP  Wrestling  from 
of  ”G  rc  °  h  ashes 

what  LsStheCh  ™pi0nshlp  Wrestling" 
Uve  ctr6  rTc  6V?nt  on  his  *i?s- 
Roberts  for  the  ump'teeVth  Um! 

"2"10vrs  5«- .  ioS  ”« 

doina  l**  borinS  wrestlers 
af+2^  the  aame  interview  week 

ended  WnG  ’  a  feud  which  never 

WhatdL  r6W  and  bad  matches. 

more  can  one  ask  for?" 


watching  Andre  and  S+mhh.  e  than 
RD*  ..  dna  *^tudd  wrest!  p  •  »• 

Sometimes  I  dream  T»t,o  t' 

gone  to  hell  T  t.^n  L  e  dled  and 
ti„  ,  :  .  x  *  i  turn  on  tha  aw 

1  m  watching  Andre  ann  and 

for  2k  minutes  "  a  d  Studd  wrestle 

resurrected  was  horribla  t+  ^ 
one  fairly  good  wrestler'  (r^  deftroye 
hurt  another  (Adams)  fL-r7in)  ’ 
one  more  (Hernandez  'bl?dJS  hurting 
bad  anyway)."  *  Dut  he  was 

~S^TON_iNteRVTEWS 

1 •  JIMMY  SNUKA“ - 

2.  Thunderbolt  . . 

3.  Bob  Backlund.  berson . *L8 

i-  Kerry  Von  Erich.'.'. . -H 

5.  Andre  the  Giant . ■'*, 

Mike  Von  Eri.cji . . 

^draw?°noi2nei?f  Is^onT*3"0®  as 

Kerry  /0n  Erich."  opeless  as 
opening  "c^rollth  and^rovi n°rSe  ’ 

f on  Erich  and  ThunderboU^tt^ 

I  went  with  Snuka.  Patterson). 

onhnte^lewH!  as  bad 

Pot  ifs  nrwonder1wien0nvouriCh1'. 
he  learned  f nmm  Kevin  and  Ke!?j!“e 


WORLD  WRESTLING  FEDERATION 

WWF  HC  -  Hulk  Hogan 
Intercontiental  HC  -  Greg  Valentine 
WWF  TTC  -  Adrian  Adonis  &  Dick  Murdoch 

_  .^wo  big  items  of  concern  here.  The  first  is  the  Cyndi  Lauper/Lou  Albano/ 
Roddy  Piper  incident  which  took  place  12/28  at  Madison  Square  Garden 

Actually  as  I  write  this,  the  MSG  card  hasn’t  taken  place  but  some  things 
aren’t  hard  to  figure.  "8s 

The  other  major  item  involves  Sgt.  Slaughter.  Slaughter  wanted  to 

13  d#al  wit2  V*nce’  P°ssibly  to  get  a  share  (or  a  larger  share) 
of  the  cobra  corps  souvenir  fund.  Anyway,  Vince  dismissed  Sarge ,  who  then ' 
went  to  re-up  with  his  former  captains  Jim  Crockett  and  Verne  Gagne.  Prom 
what  I  m  told,  Sarge  and  Crockett  were  unable  to  cut  a  deal,  and  bv  Virsil 
I  can’t  figure  out  why.  Actually  I  can.  y  rgli’ 

The  latest  reports  coming  my  way  are  that  Slaughter  may  make  a  deal  with 
Gagne,  or  he  11  possibly  be  returning  to  the  W.W.F.  after  all.  Slaughter  h 
*  STeared  °n  uny  shows.  si"<=e  the  first  week  of  December  and  naturally 
ba£b  a  albw  ?f  "°-shows  m  his  wake.  The  Slaughter-Titan  confrontation  Y 
probably  took  place  on  or  around  12/9,  because  a  show  was  held  that  afternoon 
in  Toronto  and  Slaughter  was  seen  at  the  building.  However  Hulk  Hogan  (not 
2°ok™dm°2  t!?e  card)  replaced  Sarge  in  his  match  against  Niccoli  Volkoff 
For  WWF  to  have  gotten  Hulk  into  town  that  day,  they  must  have  known  in’ 

heVwas6firld  thlt^yf  ***  unavailable  for  combat,  or  would  be  if  by  chance 

Actually  Christmas  week  was  mighty  fine  for  the  WWF.  The  Atlanta  show 

+  V,  aboub  5,500  fBns’  which  is  the  best  crowd  they’ve  had  since 
the  debut  show.  The  Thanksgiving  card  with  the  Turkey  Battle  Royal  (which 

was  a  flop  in  most  every  city),  drew  only  4,800  as  compared  with  Ole  Anderson’, 
show  a  few  days  earlier  which  drew  7,000.  The  St.  Louis  show  on  12/27  drew  ' 
9.490  as  per  newspaper  report  and  a  ringside  view  said  that  number  looked 
very  accurate  (almost  too  accurate).  Tickets  at  Madison  Square  Garden  were 
a. hot  commodity  and  the  second  straight  sellout  was  expected.  The  same 
night  saw  Titan’s  Texas  Tour  begin  with  a  crowd  of  2,800  at  the  Summit  in 
Houston  as  compared  with  Bill  Watts’  crowd  of  10.000  at  the  Houston 
that  same  night.  They  return  to  Oklahoma  CityHhere  they  debuled  drawing 

i;522of2nS  ?nd  an  $11’°°°  gate  on  H/29  opposite  Watts'  free  show  which  dlew 
1  turning  several  thousand  more  away,  many  of  whom  were  in  a  wrestling 

mood  and  went  over  to  the  WWF  show.  Actually  Watts'  show  was  more  of  an 
autograph  party  with  several  of  the  leading  baby  faces  on  his  circuit  such 
as  Jim  Duggan,  the  Rock' n' Roll  Express  and  Kerry  Von  Erich. 

Running  down  some  of  the  major  cards,  the  11/26  Madison  Square  Garden 
show  which  was  the  first  sellout  (honest  to  goodness)  since  June  of  22  000 
saw:  1.  S.D.  Jones  pinned  Charlie  Fulton  in  10:00  *4;  2.  Moondog  S-nnt  '-ni  nnor? 

Jo se  Luis  Rivera  in  10,00  after  a  clothesline  off  thS  middle ropfs  P  IpSt 
tried  to  make  it  good  but  Jose  was  a  liability  as  usual.  *;  3.  Bobby  Heenan 
pinned  Sal  Bellomo  in  9:00  with  a  punch  to  the  face  when  Sal  tried  a  roll-un 
Heenan  was  supposed  to  use  the  ropes  for  the  pin  and  get  a  fast  count.  Little 

did  he  realize  the  count  was  so  fast  he  couldn’t  even  grab  the  ropes  for 

leverage  in  time.  *;  4.  Angelo  Mosca  downed  Mr.  Fuji  via  DQ  when  Fuii  threw 
salt  in  his  eyes  at  8:00  when  caught  in  a  sleeper.  DUD  (thank  goodness  it 
was  that  good);  5.  Bob  Orton  pinned  Swede  Hanson  in  9:00  with  the  flving  bodv 
smash  move  that  AWA  fans  will  recall  Buck  Zumhofe  using.  Orton  does  the  m  vp 
even  slower  than  Buck.  It's  unfair  to  rate  Orton's  prowess  in  this  match 
The  commentators  (Monsoon  and  Hayes  if  I  recall)  compared  Hanson  to  a  wall 
Actually  a  wall  isn't  quite  as  smart  although  a  wall  does  have  more  agilitv 
than  the  Swede;  6.  Tonga  Kid  DDQ  Roddy  Piper  in  7*00  ending  when  Rod  punched 
Snuka  who  was  outside  the  ring,  Orton  jumped  out  of  the  ring  and  a  four  man 

brawl  ensued.  Bout  had  tons  of  heat.  Piper  put  on  a  good  performance.  Tonga 

really  moves  well  considering  his  lack  of  experience.  He  doesn't  know  anv  g 
moves  yet  unfortunately  except  the  dive,  which  he  didn't  do.  .  7  Barrv 

Windham  pinned  Moondog  Rex  in  12:00  with  a  bulldog  headlock.  Haves  commented 
!2at^e  MS0  fans  wrestling  as  well  as  the  wrestlers.  I  alsu^e  he  meant 

the  WWF  wrestlers,  in  which  case  he  may  be  right.  This  match  was  good  ***• 

Pinned  The  Executioner  (our  man  Friday  who  has  since  jumped  to 
be  with  Kimala  again)  in  2:00  with  a  press-slam.  DUD  (by  tfce  way  Orton’s 
match  was  a  dud  as  well);  9»  Dave  Shults  pinned  Rocky  Johnson  in  9:00  with 
a  roll-up  although  the  ref  called  for  the  bell  after  counting  two.  Just  as 
well,  anything  to  end  this  catastrophe.  You  can  burn  up  more  calories  si nni nu 
coffee  than  Shults  does  when  he’s  in  the  ring.  -***  (that's  negative  three  g 
stars),  10.  Dave  Sammartino  downed  Ken  Patera  via  DQ  in  13,00.  During  the 
bout  Dave  did  an  impressive  press  on  Patera,  who  goes  a  legit  260  these  davs. 
Albano  tripped  Dave  to  cause  the  DQ ,  and  Bruno  was  at  ringside  and  got  a  blow 
or  two  in  on  Albano.  Should  mention  Dave  came  off  the  ropes  a  minute  earlier 
and^  went  down  for  no  reason,  as  this  was  when  Albano  was  supposed  to  trip  him 
Louis  is  funny  as  hell,  but  he  misses  his  cues  and  is  dangerous  to  be  around/ 
+  .  J  Santana  and  Greg  Valentine  drew  over  2^:00  in  an  Intercontinenta* 

title  match  which  contained  a  decent  amount  of  action  and  a  decent  amount  of 
resting  blended  together  to  be  a  perfectly  average  match. 
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0aklandnv*ithWthese3results?5  Angfles  and  11.220  the  next  night  in 

Spoiler  (Bret  il  the  favorite  to  Bret  Harfdrew 

fourth  best  wrestler  and  most  wasted  talent)5  M^ianDBiair  a*ard  for  Titan's 
(bout  was  the  best  one  on  both  shows)  Blanks  M£kM  P?bnndo  Pinned  Goulet 
Smirnoff  (things  like  this  make  me  fln^T  2tJ3  a  ??ull*gan  pinned  Alexis 
over  Jon  Valiant  &  Brutus  BeffLke  ®i  m E  atayed  home) .  Jack  &  Jerry  Brisco 
Battle  Royal  (they  changed  th»  A  blo°dy  Mulligan  won  the  18  or  so  man 

Studd  who  they  billed  last  year' |rwinnerWrioB  **ll  pro-mos)  throwing  out 

beat^rin^hefk^Nicfolffofkof^wheflar  *** ^n^^Dog 

'Ai2/8rfnV'donbdrewUa  sellout'cH®  ^V^^^elJ^as.  1  W3S  t0ld  th® 

t*l!r  is 

saw  Dave  Sammartino  beating  Patem  no  4nde  ^an®on*  The  only  other  non-prelim 
stitches  after  Albano  "lost  it"  3  boU*  Which  saw  need  45 

an  Xacto  knife.  Both  Dave  and  Pater**6?^  UP  his  own  forehead  with 

rolled  around,  the  knife  went  in+n  n3,,^16*3  t0  get  hlm  to  stoP  and  as  they 
Yeech!  He  missed  several  marches  befaule  ^mand .  chopped  it  to  ribbons.  Y 
shows  without  any  doubt  that  Piper  and  Snuka  ara  a1  mUst  say  this 

•fJLS?iKp*rTS« »»•?.  *"« 

drew  780.  but  the  mos?  recent  LndSnT  ?°ne  in  Ba,?Hton  the  next  night 
that  night  in  London  included  Pipef  Atla^’VTd^1  a  oFew  2'500.  No-shows 
back  in  Hamilton  for  tapings  l/6P  The^l/i  Studd  and  Slaughter.  They're 
Volkoff.  Santana  over  Valenti  ne-rnp^L^79  ToJonto  show  saw  Hulk  pin 
I  believe  that  show  drew  nearlv  10  non  0SC?  beat  Sheik  in  a  death  match. 
Patear-Studd  vs  Andra-Mullff In.  '  3S  Wel1'  They  return  12/30  with 

Rocky  Johnson  has  deoartpd  oc?  u,~_  u 

advertised  for  several  shows^f te/hl  left  eS-CJe-  fof  some  time-  He  was 
Ventura  has  returned.  The  Samoans  haven't’  whlch  also  as  expected.  Jesse 
five  weeks,  however  they  are  at  least  m  *  aP?earad  on  any  cards  in  about 
appeared  in  the  Tv  wedding  of  Pail  fachon  ?  "e  c™5  with  Titan  since  they 
on  12/9  Toronto  pinning  Sfbby  Bass  ''*§*??* **  ’  .  +George  ^les  also  debuted 
fact  Watts  had  Welles  lose  several ' TV  3  ^eft  from  Wa«s.  In 

to  popular  belief,  the  only  reason  Kimal  a  +b< f°r!  hls  departure.  Contrary 
traveling  so  extensively.  It  was  kn™n  kil,  f  because  he  was  tired  of  ‘ 

he  took  all  those  surprising  pins  against  Anriro*?’'  be  leaving  which  1 5  why 
is  also  back  in,  but  has  alreadv  l  not  t  ^  Andre  his  last  week.  Buddy  Rose 
in  Houston  and  Dallas.  y  St  t  raany  foes  including  Tiger  Conway 

JYD  beat  Beef  clke^DQ  ,  ^lLghte/oi/volkof  f ^nd^  Wdh°tUnd°  ’  Piper  DDQ  To  nga  , 
is  Andre- JYD  vs  Patera-Studd  and  Snuka  «0rtm  pi"ned  Rose'  1/12 

tremendous  draw  in  Phillv  hnmp  n-p  +u3  Urt?n*  JYD  has  turned  into  a 
garbage  than  any  fans  in  the  worfd  "  Wh°  P6lt  the  rir^  "ith  more 

Tonga  DD^PiperaOrndorff?"  6’°00  35  Sammartin°  over  Beefcake-DQ.  Snuka- 

scenario  knows  2bout'itIsS  ^won^  t^waat^  Wh°  Care?  about  the  Jim  Morris 
held  a  23  match  card  in  c^n  U^n^1"6  ?e  details‘  They 

had  promised  one  of  those  brilliant  ih„„  ;2  2°lL?veJ3  for  tapings.  Th<y 
got  there  they  found  out  the  state  athlet?262  Ba?tl?  R°yals,  but  when  fans 
idea  so  instead  th*  had  19  (you  „t  it  rirtt?T'18810J  !!0Uldn,t  allow  the 
were  very  short  and  ended  with  either  wflfhout^the^  °heS’  f11  °f  which 
over-the-tops.  Major  results  inrinL  v  1  2-  the  door  or  in  two  cases 

Valentine,  Atlas  over  Orton  Shults^vor a^®ntine  over  Mosca ,  Atlas  over 
over  Santana,  Patera  over  Sammartinn  ’  Santaaa  over  Shults,  Patera 

Studd  over  Strongbow  (a  classic)  and’+h2  ffSb?Wv°V2r  Patera  (yesiree) , 
thing  beating  Johnson.  8  final  bout  saw  Studd  win  the  whole 

mu  *  -l. _ 

fll/24) "i 9°^urabus *  Ohio  drew  3.500  and  3,000  while 

;r.r?i.ras dr~  2’5o°  *m 
■asws-ai-s^a's  ffiTjiSATA-sr" 


The  two  most  recent 
Ole's  first  show  there 
a  World  title  match  as 
Several  cities  have 
from  37  to  50  minutes. 
1/27. 

Hulk  Hogan  took  some 
(^/l7  to  12/9)  to  rest 
Sheik/Volkof f  shortly. 

rr  *-»  4-  V\  a  T  »T  •  _  ^  i  /«. 


time  off  when  he  was  supposed  to  be  touring  Jaoan 
-  .n^ured  knee.  Windhaii/ffotundo  will  feud  with 

gather  Wind WRotc^  should'  f°r  3  title  loss  ^on,  ? 

to  wrestle  full-time.  6  Xt  Since  lb  seeras  bhe  Briscos  don't  want 


and^ul  kEieat^Studd-COR?  TheVhaE  iXJtX  ESV ^“V TO  ^  °rndcrff 

tol?h ?H/5rsttBs  r?y^  ^ ^s/oisfr^s^a?1  on  1/6  and  i<m  ■ 

beat  To4a  Kifwho^s3  ^?d  forEo^  °rndorff 

Vgchon-DQ  (too  bad  they  didn’t  time  1?  Inn  1,+  ,t£p,ropef.’  Volk°ff  beat 
Mulligan  DCOR  Studd  and  Piper  over  JYD-COR  P  time  °aPsule)  . 

as  Hulk  pinned  Beefcake,  D^roverPiper-M'wittO^nn7  Sj°S  d”"  9  .*90 
involved,  Snuka  pinned  Ortfcn  in  a  gwd  niteh  Ha?t  SSeSjon  vk?-ge!ting 
Adonis-Murdoch  over  Briscos  when  Dickie  hit  Jerry  with  aEhair  inEhatE 
was  told  was  an  excellent  match.  Actually  I  wao  +„i  j  +»Lenalj  in  hat  1 
was  pretty  good.  The  H/29  Kansas  Cityshow  whichEent !!ho}e 
an  NWA  show  (Flair  vs  Blakkwell)  was  outdrawA  2,200  to  800  ?ith 

Sa",“* over  ’'•i-ti-'o™.  !K;  K'S 

.v.r?h°S-*5S;!  S?o.afr"JrSo^LbM°”  1’5°°  —  K°»  Slaughter 

Les  Thornton  and  Mr.  Wrestling  II  ouxAtinue  to  aoDear  on!  v  in  c„11+v 
cities  and  have  yet  to  appear  on  TV  matches  Thornton  y  J;n  Southern 
with  Freddy  Miller  in  theWTBS  studio  and  called himself th^W^ri*  3P?earenCe 
heavyweight  champion  holding  the  old  belt  he  "won  in  the  Philiwrtnoe*  Jr; 

s.«s-  °5 te*a^vKL*ys  §i3;  “  - 

K.itzer'will  fr,  S"P*  ln  “a  ™F'  »er» 

f,T5?,Krp&sH  is  i\ ssa‘1! 

=  2!  &SuT&t%  L°!°l**S.-g  g“ ’ 

Bobby  Bass,  Adonis-Murdoch  over  Samoans-COR,  Sheik  over  Mosca-DQ  Jerry  * 
Morrow  drew  Ben  Bassarab  and  Davey  Boy  Smith  over  Goulet  ’  J®rry 

A  late  note  is  that  the  Dallas  debut  for  Titan  dr*pw  ?  cnn  (d>oo  nnr\\ 
compared  to  Fritz  Von  Erich’s  4,000  the  same  nght  on  l^ls  leoAr^are 
the  crowd  was  for  the  most  part  those  who  don’t  attend  World  Class  shows 
it  was  a  new  and  rowdier  audience.  The  card  was  nnnr  >11,+  n.t  _  .  ows, 

than  many  of  the  recent  Dallas  shows  and  the  crowd  did  enjoy  it  Especially 
Santana  over  ^alentme-DQ  in  a  very  good  match.  Johnny  Valentine  was  therl 

H=EE{?frthlKMS°nEy  th?  Way-  100-year-old  midget  Sky  L0L0  !ost  to  ?he 
aiti  Kid  while  the  main  saw  Andre-Mulligan  over  Patera-Heenan  (Studd  wno 
a  no-show,  as  was  Wendy  Richter,  Tonga  Kid  (I  wonder  where  he  was  on 
and  Don  Muraco)  Tftey  should  do  better  l/l?  Hulk  vs  Sheik  Ti +n  vC  r  ' 

The  MSG. show  the  same  night  drew  26.000  which  Is  an  MSG  sellout  plus'- 
a  closed  circuit  sellout  at  the  Felt  Forum  as  Hulk  pinned  Stalk  “S  whal 
I  was  told  was  a  6:00  boring  match,  Snuka-Tonga  DDQ  Piper-Orton  in  wh*+ 
was  exciting  and  the  best  bout  was  supposedly  Cobra  pinning  Black  Tielr 
a  it  went  over  well.  I  was  told  this  was  the  equivalent  of  one  of  their 
?lp4.ma^S^e S *  anc^  ^  s0 »  mus"t  have  been  darn  good. 

minuteEimetlimitsGreg  g°  t0  ^  6°  mlnUte  draWS’  they  return  90 
TV  Guide  ran  a  short  item  mentioning  that  wrestling  will  <?non  ko 
Sports  World  It  indeed  will  be  Titan^restling  According  ?o  an 
source,  wrestling  will  not  be  a  weekly  thing  nor  are  there  fnv  clans  ?nr 
such.  He  called  it  very  unlikely  Titan  will  get  a  weeklv  network  eknf°r  ■, 
he  couldn't  see  it  happening.  However,  there  are  people  at  NBC  who  are811 
hot  for  wrestling  at  the  present  time.  no  are 

B°^ ooacklunu'  S  Northeast  Wrestling  Federation  continues  to  draw  leSq 
than  500  per  show  m  Springfield,  Mass.  One  show  which  saw  Bob  DDQ  PiVhr 
Graham  saw  the  TV  program  which  promo’s  the  Sunday  pE  card  (nor^Uv  ^ 
shown  Sunday  at  midnight)  switched  to  earlier  that  day  thus  an  interview 

maEh  w?tba^ing  ab?r  bhelr  match  "earlier  tonight”  was  shown  beforl  the 
match  with  the  result  given  away.  Carlos  Colon  also  appears  on  this 
group*  s  cards.  11S 

PRO  WRESTLING  USA 

The  latest  venue  for  TV  tapings  of  this  show  was  Las  Vegas.  I*ve  vet  tn 
see  a  tape,  but  aside  from  Kimala ,  all  the  talent  is  from  the  AWA  Thpv 

"°Fk  r"  ?ngle’  LSi?  ma"  tag  elimlnati?n  match  which  saw  Jim  BrunzellEnd 
Luke  Graham  as  the  last  two  and  Luke  pinned  Jim  thanks  to  help  from  Sheik 
Kaissey.  They  were  matched  in  singles  the  next  week  with  Jimwinning  and 
then  getting  attacked  afterwards  by  The  Superstar.  ° 

9/9khe  IiaSt.ia!}d  I,m  told  the  last  as  well)  Meadowlands  show  takes  place 
t{E‘  J11d°n  t  ktl0W  any  of  the  matches  although  they  hint  at  Flair  vs  Martel 
It  s  still  unknown  whether  Jim  Crockett  and  Verne  Gagne  can  remain  on  working 
terms  for  another  six  weeks  to  put  that  match  together.  1  ^ 
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?  for  2/5  in  Philadelphia  but  t  d™?+  *  have  a  show  tentatively 

in  QCfensa°ttP  They  a^so  have  a  1/23  sho*  at  t^Rid^  these  showa 

ens.  the  same  night  a*  Madison  Squarl  Ga^den  Grova  Arena 

ALL  JAPAN  pro  WRFSTT.Tnp 
Paoinfp^31  !?  -  Jumb°  Tsuruta 

United°Na tiona^HC  Baba 

PWFeWortd°?TC  jrstH°  H 

international  TTC  -  JumSo^suru^H  nf°^ 

12/12  Yokohama  V8"?rU  d°Wned  Hansen  &  Brody  via  DO  on 

lonnn‘a?d  Harley  Race/Nick  Bookwinktl^e"1  to.u?'na“en't-  The  Hansen/B^dy 
fifth  with  s2v  t>ehi!,d  the  winners.  Dynamited  d^V0*"  s®cond  Place  with 

»-  s.5"  o“r,5S;S’,Sli;  *  ■  * »"»«*  & S.i”ifwp^ra 

ss  ,5t*rnj*?;  ?*"«-  *y. 

on_12/5  in  Kumamoto  ^hfn  Slnsen  Irodv^3”8’  6nly  one  Pin  scored^tLt 

2r^ss5ai^aiSS*g.s:s.sj-“2:^SLa.«, 

smit^ 

‘gM  are  iSd^SgtSet^S  F 

Aside  from  what  we  reonr+^n  tZTi  with  New  Japan  until  Januarv  i  i Q«i 

for  this  group  a  few^onthfLo  but  ll  0nita  returned  ?o  action 

match  tha?rnfIhrh^dSretirenifhhly  PTldeS-  ^annoCnced'prior  ^"his’' 
hi^fif Mighty  Iddd®  ab  KorLke^1^!1  Wi£  the.^  S^^rom* 

B,»,  S'56  and  °nita  had  to  bid  wrestlinp'f^  Inoue  Pinned 

but  BuzZ  ?^trhrsSpassportdt^°  3ppear  aS  °"e  Man  Sa^g's  partne^f  tCTm0ny  ’ 

B.b,,\n555s.?rKi,:sRRRRRi/f.R*'.;.^..^n=5/r«5a5R:;r50»0"1'5't 

Pinned.  Morgan  (l8o  pounds)  aLo  holds0^3",^-8  never  °n  offense  and  was 

buJsJhi;;%rseLcs^?^yasuTfie^Lai 

The  S1 1/23  Tokyo^shov^saw  ^  ^  ' 

vWu£$ro FU1  IfSogiS.S.'n^tSir^Kii  ^  *T"?y 

head-butt  by  Kid  to  m  !  3'  3'  ^mong  the  moves  done  were  tted^-081"6 
spinned  by  Smith  and  thereVs^enfv^  £°ry'  ?  back  as  Dory * 
CanLSh?U\d  menti°n  that  Kid^Imith  and  ohair  throwfn^  6 

anfV1^1-:^3™^8  g^orwMc^wufbf-^^0™6'  StamSde^restUng™ 
V  theWUhSho:sTha5°LtSr?end  f  T°^'S  ™?P*tltlon  With  the  W 

group0w2rXt  Gian^TE  series  takea  place ^/runtirs/^w^th  nine  Were  sell°uts 
Inoue,  Fuc  hi  e?o  a?d  bi?  normal  crew  of  Ts^ruta  m'n  3  f?uL  Promotion 

Kid"  Smith3  Fd  KabU^  toef°™n°nebgro^’A,Therfd  Mfddle«eight  champion  El 

SobaWy^or^riofw^h  Zsfa ™ ^tHM!  gu 

i™S%sinbr,thn.tBIgii;rs  rtK? 

Saito’andtill^r^an!  ’  Inn^^t^bayI^°?nd ’bbar  U  b .“SSSlSS’^fi1.^ 

obra  has  recently  joined  Riki's  group. UnJ1  Takano>  Younger  brother  to  The 
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-  5hennU  an^  eo“Pany  ran  live  shows  12/4  in  Takamatsu  drawing  a  full  house 
of  3.500  as  Choshu  pinned  Masked  X  in  I135  with  a  lariat  Thf  „  „ 

a  Strong  Machine-type  outfit  and  was  Masa  Fuchi  of  All  Janan  Thlv  wore 

a  show  12/13  in  Tokyo  as  reported  upon  earlier.  P  They  also  ran 

universal  wrestling  federation 

The  big  show  on  12/5  Tokyo  was  already  reported  upon.  Of  the  ten  shows 
reported  to  me  this  past  series,  five  were  sellouts  although  the  largest 
'ro*?  £?raI?y  of  t^e  sh°wf  w®s  only  3.700  12/4  Hamamatsu  al  Super  Tiler  & 
mld^McGhe^ submit  M°Ghee  *  Pete  Rot)erts  in  24  =  °1  "hen  Fljiwara 

„„  vf- foreign  wrestlers  it  was  Roberts  who  fared  the  best,  scorine  Dins 
on  Keith  Hayward  and  Kazuo  Yamazaki.  Hayward  also  beat  Yamazaki  and  ?nP 
three  bouts  with  Nobuhiko  Takada .  had  a  win.  a  loss  and  a  dllw  Hayward 
did  lose  against  Fujiwara  and  Akira  Maeda.  McGhee  also  beat  Yamazlki 
but  lost  when  matched  with  Fujiwara,  Maeda,  Takada  and  Super  Tiger 

At  the  12/5  Tokyo  show  Maeda  issued  a  challenge  for  New  Japan’s  ace 

grandstand ''challenge?66  ^  hlm  0"  12/26  in  T°ky°  bUt  °f  °°UrSe  lt  was  a 

•+?hv  fv°U?  held  ???cial  shows  12/26  and  12/28  in  Tokyo’s  Korauken  Hall 

with  both  shows  selling  out  two  weeks  in  advance.  Super  Tiger  will  unmask 

and  wrestle  as  Satoru  Sayama  starting  that  show.  In  addition  they  will  also 

have  main  event  matches  without  ropes  on  one  of  the  cards.  They  don^t  nled 
the  ropes  to  wrestle  their  style  anyway.  y  o  t  need 

Next  series  is  from  1/7  to  l/20  with  Wayne  Bridges,  David  Finlav  Jnhnm, 
^d?s'  nTeiTy  Barnerd  Wright  (Save’s  brother,  known  in  Canada  is 

Athol  Foley),  and  Mike  Branan.  All  the  foreigners  will  come  from  Europe. 

The  reason  this  past  series  was  able  to  take  place  was  because  one  of* the 

«^nfn?a^SPOnS^S  a?Tanged  for  a  meeting  to  take  place  to  talk  about  having 
30int  show.  When  it  was  agreed  to  negotiate  for  such  a  show,  the  sponso/ 
gave  the  UWF  $160,000  so  they  could  hold  the  next  series.  P 

v,  ^ter  UWF  President  Nobuo  Urata  was  prosecuted  on  11/9  in  the  case  where 
he  threatened  to  kill  Super  Tiger’s  former  manager  Shoji  Sogawa ,  the  two 
groups  were  scheduled  to  have  a  second  meeting.  When  reporters  and  TV 
camera  men  appeared  at  the  meeting,  the  UWF  wrestlers  stormed  out  As  a 

Th|UUWF  r^uDlpd^Srn^0^0^33  enraged  and  demanded  they  refund  the  $160,000 
The  UWF  returned  $48,000  to  the  sponsor  because  the  remainder  of  the  monev 
had  already  been  used  to  pay  off  their  debuts.  money 

It  is  expected  that  through  new  sponsorship,  this  group  will  laat  nntn 
the  summer  and  will  likely  fold  then.  Although  Giant  Bab!  has  collected 
the  Japanese  wrestlers  from  this  group  letting  them  know  they  could  work 
for  him,  the  UWF  wrestlers  insist  they'll  retire  rather  than  wrestle  the 
more  popular  wrestling  style. 


NEW  JAPAN  PRO  WRESTLING 
International  HC  -  Tatsumi  Fujinami 
World's  jr .  HC  -  The  Cobra 

The  final  standings  of  the  tag  team  tournament  were:  l.  Dick  Murdoch  & 
Adrian  Adonis  23;  2.  Antonio  Inoki  &  Tatsumi  Fujinami  22.5;  3.  Andre  the 
Giant  Sc  Jerry  Morrow  21.5;  4.  Seiji  Sakaguchi  &  Kengo  Kimura  13;  5.  tie 
between  Kerry  Brown  &  Tiger  Toguchi  and  Strong  Machines  with  8;  7.  Hulk 
Hogan  and  Samoan  #30. 

Hogan  left  Japan  on  ll/l8  after  only  appearing  one  match  in  which  he 
bladed  himself  badly  and  eventually  he  and  Samoan  #3  lost  to  Antonio  Inoki 
&  Tatsumi  Fujinami.  It  was  announced  he  had  suffered  a  severe  head  iniurv 
and  was  going  home  to  Tampa  to  recuperate.  Actually  he  was  recuperating 
from  his  knee  injury  but  most  Japanese  fans  were  didn^t  buy  the  story 
and  instead  believed  Hulk  was  appearing  throughout  the  WWF  area  (which  in 
fact,  he  wasn't).  Hogan's  reputation  in  Japan  which  was  pretty  good  as  ’ 
he  was  rated  No.  3  in  the  popularity  poll  among  foreign  wrestlers  behind 
only  btan  Hansen  and  Bruiser  Brody  ,  was  tarnished  badly.  A  taped  interview 
with  Hiro  Matsuda  and  Hogan  was  shown,  done  in  Tampa,  in  early  December 

Anyway,  as  mentioned  previously,  Inoki  &  Fujinami  won  the  12/5  Osaka* 
championship  battle  of  the  top  two  teams.  The  previous  meeting  of  the 
teams  on  11/23  in  Kumamoto  went  to  a  30:00  draw.  Inoki  &  Fujinami  did  lose 
11/26  in  Sendai  to  Andre  Sc  Morrow  in  a  10:34  match  in  which  Andre  never 
tagged  out  of  the  ring  and  he  pinned  Fujinami.  Of  the  ten  shows  reported 
to  me  during  this  series,  five  were  sellouts  with  the  largest  crowd  being 
11,500  in  Nagoya  on  H/30  for  the  bout  where  Inoki  &  Fujinami  downed  the 
Strong  Machines  when  Inoki  pinned  #2  with  an  enzuigiri  after  Fujinami  had 
destroyed  #1  with  a  fullnelson  into  a  german  suplex. 

This  group  toured  the  Philippines  and  drew  23,000  in  Quezon  City  12/8 
as  Inoki  double  count  out  Andre  in  12:12  in  a  bout  where  Inoki  slammed 
Andre.  Adonis  &  Murdoch  kept  their  WWF  tag  belts  winning  over  Fujinami  & 
Kimura  when  Adonis  pinned  Kimura  in  18:19.  The  next  night  before  8  300 
m  Manila  saw  Fujinami  pin  Adonis  to  keep  his  Int.  title  while  Inoki  Sc 
Sakaguchi  downed  Andre  &  Murdoch. 
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weak  foreign  talent  Hul^HoganVil?  l0°ks  to  be  Pretty  bad  because  of 
the  series,  while  Abdullah  thf  Butchor-aPPear  the  first  and  last  week  of 

niS?aSSmoan  #3,  Mike  Sharpe ,  Kerr^  BrLnPP£arS  3he  three  middle  weeks 
David  Morgan.  The  Cobra!  Tiger  SuS?  ^  Kong  Bundy .  Black  Tig!; 

An°fniely  ^anos“ke.^daewUl  Ippear.  Str°ng  fechi"es'  Hire  sf!to 

Choshu  and  his1^?oup!bDynaBit!°KidCt°dSD0f  Japanese  videotapes  is  that  Riki 
signed  both  with  this  gloup  Ld  ^itr^-XL  (thSmit+  beCa  use  of  contracts 

T  ®  £fouP)  aje  not  allowed  to  be  televised  bv  Lh6-^^0^  which  televises 
I  believe  Kid  and  Smith  will  be  allowed to  Baba. *  Nippon  TV  network, 
if  not  by  the  middle  of  the  vear  OhX  ^  Possibly  the  next  series  or 
televised  until  1986.  it  isythouPh+h°S!3U  ?nd  oomPany  aren’t  allowed  to  be 
two  promotions  before  that  time  becau^it’  omay •  haV?  t0  be  worked  out  by  the 
All  Japan  to  work  up  excitins  to  ??ause  xt  ?  going  to  be  very  dif f icult  f or 

fewer  foreigners  are  fe  Isel'T Choshu  ’  aaPeciaUy  sinle 

ate+hllVe*and  not  on  television,  I  exoect  *li  Becau®e  Choshu  can  only  be 
In  I6*63  J  for  the  New  ^ar  Series  as  thev  didT"  d°  every  bit  as  "ell 
Tokyo  aAd  g  H/IY  1/2 ’  1/3  an/l/lTa^XrlX/Ha^/ ' ' 

were  left  for  the  third  niltl  !+S^WS  had  Sold  out  and  very  few  tickets 
get  their  TV  show  moved  balk  into  S+™e  ^me  ■  1  don't  think  they  can 

Baba  vs  Tsuruta  and  Baba  vs  Silpb  Pplme:tlme  (their  current  goal)  u=i|! 

The  third  TV  show  in  Japln  "Won !  ®aln  events  every  week.  ’ 
from  Mexico  and  the  United  States  on  Which  broadcasts  bouts 

mly  b!  il  fn  Several  °ther  large  cities  bufit^lesn^  I°ky°  ^  (also  seen 

tapes  will  corae  only  frQm  Me!iir!ld3Xb!ConeCaor  ^wo'di^er Int^S 
PUERTO  RICO  oiiierent  U.S.  cities. 

WWC  HC  -  Carlos  Colon 

North  American  HC  -  Randy  Savage 

-**»  *  ■ss’Mr:  ss  as?  s.rs« 

MEXICO 

WorldCKiddllweighta|||wnhfrlmiclandCd  h*  Gr3n  Ha")ada  winning  the  N  W  A 
had  defeated  El  Satanic!  on  9/30  -n  c^d3?  °n  11/18  in  *e*ico  City.'  cAehise 
U.W.A.  World  Middleweight  crown  f  dala^ara  ’  ,Satanico  then  w‘on  the  " 

San+he}d  the  title  for  many  years)  on  lO/Iii  atr,/  “ho  had  defeated  Hamada 

•(S°M.°?  E1  Sant°)  won  the  UWA  LiiSt«<iI!+,toXiC0  City’  E1  HiJO  SI  eI 
10/28  m  Mexico  City  while  ArinraMn  d  ^bweight  crown  from  Negro  Casa^ 

from  Angel  Blanco  10/7  in  Mexico  CitJ  Y  W°n  the  Mexican  Cruiferweight  title 
SOUTHWEST 

Southwest  HC  -  Kevin  Sullivan 

o  , ‘}r*  Chicky  Starr 

Southwest  TTC  -  Jerry  Olski  &  Ri0k  Casey 

c!ldAAl°Madr/  T ^  "hic^d^Ioo^ an! .  fi *1“  othe^  B-°°ks  on  12/9  in 
have  since  left  the^rea?^  ^FreSchf 

Sara  ■  F 

Sf"E’  !?°  E“r»  1  D.n  Orl.r  g!t  DM  ll  S'Ef  then  tlf 

Chicky  Starr  while  Vinnie  Vabn  +  in  U  •  in  a  bloodbath  with  Bob  Sweeten  % 

,  Oloti  (who  is  very  plwer!i!  il  !  Plnnad.The  Muramy- 

from  this  circuit  to  impress  me  in  J^nlingv,Sense  and  the  first  wrestler 

as  Scott’s  cousin)  won  the  tag  straff long)  &  Rick  Casey  (billed 
San  Antonio  on  i  ?/i  7  n  straps  from  Embry  &  Greer  at  +h«  J"L. 

any  good  a?  an!2/Hls  bm&  &  bfan  -^ling^y^  &  t 

running  a  construction  business  Y  Hp  r!  ?/1S  \iyLing  in  the  San  Antonio  area 
several  months  ago  and  mav  not  hfl  He  /^-injured  the  shoulder  he  senaratert 
The  injury  took  Plale  or!ginaLy  hele  XX"0  Wr?stlir*  for  qSit?S”hile 
North  Dakota  circuit.  g  y  here  and  the  ^-injury  on  the  independent' 
This  group  continues  in  its  auec-t  tn  ^ 
tapings  Embry,  Greer.  Starr  and  Sweetan  '  At  the  12/10  Tv 

the  previous  night  and  also  all  f0!r of  ill  m l  thelr  forehaad  outs  from 
so  they  proudly  displayed  fresh  wounds  in^thre/^/  themselves  each  cheek 
their  upcoming  Street  Fight  (12/23  in  San  ,1  .plsces  and  talked  about  how 
will  be  even  worse  in  ^an  Antonio  and  around  the  circuit) 

Ox  Baker  and  Tommy  Rich  will  be  in  for  «n ,,  4. 

in  lor  ily-m  dates  soon  while  Chief  Tapu 

HI 


and  Ws  father  Tio  may  be  in  as  the  Legionairres’  replacements. 

To  borrow  a  gimmick  used  in  every  other  promotion,  John  Boyd  now  has  a 
personal  bodyguard  (Zarak/ Juan  Reynosa).  Since  Reynosa  is  well  established 
as  a  stiff  here ,  they  make  no  bones  about  the  fact  Zarak  used  to  be  Reynosa 

+hf=e£Pl^nrtti°n  iS  tha3.no  Mexicans  are  allowed  in  the  Commonwealth  Army, 
thus  he  had  to  change  his  name  and  features  to  show  he  was  no  longer  a 

1*1  v5  A 1.  wcill  • 

WORLD  CLASS 

WCWA  6  man  TTC  -  Gino  Hernandez  &  Jake  Roberts  &  Chris  Adams 
American  HC  -  Kerry  Von  Erich 
Texas  HC  -  Gino  Hernandez 
Texas  TV  -  Chris  Adams 

American  TTC  -  Bobby  Fulton  &  Tommy  Rogers 

The  Christmas  show  at  Reunion  Arena  in  Dallas  drew  17,000  fans  ($180  000+) 
as  Ric  Flair  retained  the  World’s  title  tossing  Kerry  Von  Erich  over  the 
top  ropes  in  18130  when  caught  in  the  claw  hold.  I’m  told  the  bout  was 
excellent  however  the  fans  were  most  upset  at  the  ending.  The  consensus  was 
it  really  hurt  the  show,  which  I  can  understand.  They  haven't  played  Flair- 
Kerry  in_ Dallas  since  the  original  title  change  on  Kay  6,  thus  they've  had 

nc^hs  to  come  up  with  a  good  ending  and  this  was  the  best  thev 
V°  l/  was  announced  later  in  the  card  that  a  re-match  would 

be  held  in  the . Dallas/Fort  Worth  area  "within  two  weeks"  and  the  title  can 

on+fna  7*!!  D?  In  °?he r.  w°rds  ,  they  probably  do  have  a  good 

ending  (involving  Chris  Adams  possibly)  only  they  are  saving  it  for  the 
re-match . 

With  the  exception  of  a  surprising  result  in  the  American  tag  title  match 
when  Bobby  Fulton  &  Tommy  Rogers  retained  the  belts  against  Jim  Cornette ’<= 
duo  of  Dennis  Condrey  &  Bobby  Eaton  via  a  clean  pinfall ,  the  show  was  "terribl 
Other  results  saw  Mike  Von  Erich  &  Billy  Jack  (the  latter  is  now  manaeed  bv 
Sunshine)  down  Gino  Hernandez  &  Jake  Roberts  when  Mike  used  the  claw  on  Y 
Jakes  Kevin  Vori  Erich  pinned  Chris  Adams  in  a  lumberjack  match  which  lasted 
Oust_5i00i  A  six  man  tag  team  match  under  Battle  Royal  rules  with  each  man 
eliminated  having  to  leave  town  saw  Terry  Gordy  toss  out  Scandor  Akbar  and 
Missing  Link  simultaneously  bo  bo  "the  lone  survivor.  Gordy1  s  partners  wptp 
Buddy  Roberts  and  Chic  Donovan  while  Akbar’ s  third  man  was  known  only  as 
Mr.  X  (it  was  supposed  to  be  Killer  Khan,  however  Khan  left  the  area  after 
losing  a. brutal  cage  match  to  Gordy  12/7  Dallas);  Prelim  bouts  saw  Rip 
Oliver  pin  King  Parsons  and  Jose  Lothario  pin  El  Diablo  Grande  (Buddy  Moreno} 
while  Kelly  Kiniski  stopped  Buck  Zumhofe.  y 

Although  the  crowd  is  nothing  to  scoff  at,  the  failure  of  a  bout  they've 
been  building  up  for  eight  months  ( Flair-Kerry )  to  sell  out  shows  this 
promotion  may  be  in  for  some  trouble  in  '85.  Although  Cornette  is  a  big 
improvement  over  Akbar  as  a  manager,  having  his  charges  lose  via  pin  the 
first  night  in  may  hurt  his  effectiveness.  Actually  Cornette  got  as  good 
a  crowd  response  at  Reunion  as  anyone  except  for  the  main  eventers  With 
the  exception  of  Kerry  and  Terry  Gordy  they  don't  have  any  baby  faces  who 
can  put  on  good  matches  (Kevin  Von  Erich  is  capable,  but  no  longer  wrestles 
more  than  five  miinutes  per  night).  Brother  Mike  remains  a  black  eye  to  the 
promotion  while  Billy  Jack  has  been  much,  much,  much  worse  than  anticipated. 

On  the  other  side,  Cornette  and  the  Express  may  prove  to  be  effective  down 
the. road,  but  most  likely  they’ll  be  used  mainly  in  prelims.  Aside  from 

Adams,  the  heel  situation  is  bleak.  Hernandez  and  Roberts  have  broven 
to  be  useless  as  draws  and  just  as  much  so  in  the  ring. 

The^l2/28  show  (opposite  Vince  McMahon’s  debut  show  which  drew  2,500  fans 
and  a  *22,000  gate)  drew  a  near  sellout  at  the  Sportatorium  of  *4,000  as 
Rogers  won  a  Battle  Royal,  tossing  out  Roberts  (Jake).  Also  Terry  Gordy 
downed  Kimala  via  DQ  in  a  bloodbath  when  Akbar  interfered;  Hernandez  kept 
the  Texas  title  pinbing  Kevin  in  5:00  using  the  ropes;  Mike  pinned  Jake 
after  Jake . dominated  the  entire  match;  Fulton  &  Rogers  retained  their  tag 
belts  downing  Chavo  &  Hector  Guerrero  when  Hector  was  pinned;  Zumhofe  pinned 
departing  Buddy  Roberts  and  John  Mantell  drew  Kiniski.  I  was  told  that  this 
card,  especially  the  Guerrero  brothers  and  the  Gordy-Kimala  match  (see,  Kimala 
has  been  in  at  least  one  good. match  his  career)  was  "super"  and  the  best 
Sportatorium  show  in  a  long  time.  By  the  way  every  fan  entering  the  door 
was  given  a  free  8x10  of  Mike,  Kerry  and  Kevin. 

The  fact  that  McMahon  didn't  bomb  at  all  as  I  predicted  during  the  same 
week  that  this  group  drew  near  full  houses  both  Tuesday  and  Friday  (the 
Reunion  show  was  about  2,000  seats  shy  of  a  sellout,  Sporatorium  200  from 
filled)  shows  perhaps  the  speculation  that  McMahon  is  catering  to  almost 
a  completely  different  audience  has  some  validity.  I  don’t  buy  the 
audiences  are  completely  different,  but  I  give  McMahon  credit  for  being 
able  to  draw  from  an  audience  that  doesn't  usually  attend  matches  even  if 
most  hardcore  fans  can't  stand  his  stuff. 
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onSanSlX  Weeks  ^^^^ondarshowrin^t. ^orth1"6  a£°Ut  2’3°°  ?ver  the 

Gino  to  wln^the* American  title  ^erry^l  Sh°W  drew  ^OO^^Kerry^iLed000 

loef  *ef?  (^pposedly^ive  scorpions  ««  Z±  on  arr™Stling  match  from 
lost  would  be  stung  by  a  scorrnon}  Qnra  ^  P11^  on  each  side  and  whomever 
t0  in  earlier  on  the  car?  ’  a"d  Reed  made  double-trouble  losing 

to  awful^I^guessHf ike “christmas?  ‘liV”"  1%,¥5  and  ib  ranSed  from  good 
pinned  Diabloj  Donovan  beat  Akbnr  no  v,  P1vued  Zumhofe  in  a  squash:  Fulton 
came  in  and  cleaned  housl  on  Akba^nd  ^  ^an.  interfered  and  then  Gordy 
bout  went  7:50  but  seemed  like  a  hai -f  w  ban.*slng  his  cowboy  boot.  This 
a  negative  rating,  Stella  Mae %nan  i  hour.it  was  so  bad.  it  wouid  get 

which  considering  everything  may  havePbeen  the°°la  Roberts  In  a  2 >00  match 
I  ve  ever  seen.  After  10  seconds  who!  ??  th  worst  mam  event  type  match 
can’t  even  walk  inside  of  a  Z  V?  they  realised  Stella  and  Nicola 
outside  the  ring  to  call  a++on+^’  lno  and  came  out  and  thev  brai/tod 

oyer  Kiniski  &  Ro!!r?!  f  the  ^rls,  K!rry  &  Par!!n! 

Mike  over  Gino-DQ  ending  with  b!  rolled-upKiniski  was  a  good  bou? 
only  because  I'm  extra  tolerant  of  m?iL,S  rt  ?lr}s  inferfering  was  average 
but3hntbff  the  middle  r°Pes  in  '*'  5  im'  t  enood  SaJ1S  pinned  Kevin  after  *  ’ 

but  both  men  were  great  in  the  ring  w£en  fw  because  of  its  brevity. 

inS!!a  their  hatred  vas  Sfiievable  Lvf^  at  £*•  they  did  such 

in  the  head  with  a  chair  brpairinn  +ieVa?  .  Kevin  cracked  Chris  twiop 

with  a  chair  after  the  loss  1  V and  also  Mt  Gary  Hart  twice 

him  causing  Kevin  to  fall  alone  shn!+?  A?a”s  as  Kevin  tried  to  monkey  flic 

was  sporting  a  discolored  lye  lor alouV  °lS  !he  pin:  Adams.  bylhe  «a? 

showC  i f rnbf0ke  ’  it  sPiintered  near  his  ly!®®  aii*?!  t^S  .“atch  because  when 

Ware'&  N0rv°elia  flltiT (tiUnSSuy"  depaTtel  )*?Pt  th!  tag ^""ea^M^ 
good  effort  from  all  four  but  some  tprri  bi  •*  match  which  contained 

balanced  out  it  was  an  averl  ?Ll6  t-ming  and  execution.  All 

lller  Khan  death  match,  with  five  fail  <3  Snace  was  the  Terry  Gordv- 

brutal  and  excellpnt  a-p-*-  ,,  fnlls  and  the  blood  flvinp  d  - ,,+  ^ 

Gordy.  and  referee  Kerr/??!  bink  interff^d  ^Lekin^ 

The  best  part  of  the  entire  Gordy  chsse  the  heels  awav 

went  to  shake  Gordy' s  hand  and  To  a  ccarec*  after  the  match,  when  Kerrv 
as  Kerry  went  bac/tS  t!e  dr^in^L^0^  !ira  off  and  walked  way?  %ten 
guts  get  back  in  the  ring."  irKo!!?™’  G°rdy  shouted,  "If  you’vegot  all 
brawl,  Gordy  held  out  his  hand  T*  ^  came  back  and  was  ready  to  start  a 
match  and  Donovan  vs.  Akbar.  howeve?.  SUr®  tbat  makes  up  for  the  girls 

that  week  i?  Florid!  where^ilhae^H!!'3  tb®  Cbristmas  show,  appearing  instead 

Gord:  bbaP  G°rdy  Will  jo!!  Ha^s  ^ilf  spe^Kon 

Gordy  is  going  to  remain  here  at  least  fn?  wl11  just  be  for  fly-ins 

a  singles  wrestler.  Sunshine's  ml?!/  f' °+  a  wb^le  and  establish  himself  as' 
blaming  Gino  and  Jake  for i!ju!lnglt!n ? M°f  Bl^ly  Jack  is  because  Ihe  i  1 
because  that  alone  would  make  me  f  5?ae'  To°  bad  that  isn't  true 

like  another  disaster  since  Mike  Von^Hoh  1,°°  an?  Jake'  This  feud  looks 

of6thlerS  00mbined  with  one  terrible  man??e?)Saf +in® t  i"  (four  tefrible 
of  the  year  award  Bill  Aoter  pot, 0  u •  manaSer)  after  Jake  broke  his  rnnlrio 

case  like  this  the  heel'  b??!kt It  °"  12/17  in  Ft'  Worth.  TTsSallS  li,  D 

not  much  strength  and  few  moves  veJhX  »!•  ?llZing  he  weighs  *185  and  ha! 
Mike  goes  wild  and  Jake  and  j!ke  w  *hiPPine  guys  like  Flair)  Inst!L 

was  the  worst  and  most  oTiotl  SlfSI  r°ld  (by  three  -Pawte  So?le) 

The!!  h!!na?COnd  girl  hooked  up  with  Ch!i!  Ad!!!0rL+  A"y"ay'  1  guess  Sunshine 
a  natural?  t  6Ven  b®en  a  hint  a  SunBhine/ASaSstf«dWihichUSfW^|;r"1^  Jact 

rvgD  SOUTH 

|dl°a|la-  R111  B^efmStr°ng 

ou  h  TTC  -  Ricky  Morton  &  Robert  Gibson 
starting  with  thp 

North  American  title  12/5  in  Sh^6S’  Armstrong  downed  Ernie  Ladd  fnr 

won  tb  title  from^i!?  ?7hfSn  “ld  South  dabu!? 

sis  sCT 

Th!  l?/!!n^e  that  date-  apparently  have  regained 

at  the  Dome  in  recent  memory  i  ^hnni  l  ’  5004.!vhlch  ran^s  as  the  lowest  crowd 
last  year  didn't  do  any  bettir  so  t^- 


night  to  draw  in  New  Orleans.  While  that  may  be  partly  true.  I  still 
the  card  itself  is. what  is  most  responsible  and  this  one  was  weak  by  ’Dome* 

p!?!?na^S'  v?h®  mal2  results  saw  Morton  &  Gibson  down  Dennis  Condrey  &  Bobby 
Eaton  in  a  bizarre  tag  team  scaffold  match  in  a  tag  title  match-  Maenum  T  * 
st°p  then  North  American  champ  Ernie  Ladd  via  DQ,  Jim  Duggan  &  Butch  Reed*  ‘ 
over  DiBiase  &  Steve  Williams,  Street  &  Miss  Linda  over  Dundee  in  a  handicap 
match  and  Chavo  &  Hector  Guerrero  over  Master  Gee  &  Brickhouse  Brown  P 

The  scaffold  match  saw  two  scaffolds  placed  maybe  ten  feet  apart  with  a 
connecting  board  maybe  two  or  three  feet  wide  put  in  the  middle  The 
scaffolds  were  16  feet  above  the  ring.  The  object  was  bo?  s  would 

dimb  to  the  middle  and  the  first  guy  to  fall  off  (Eaton)  lost.  Obviously 
a  match  like  this  can’t  be  any  good  and  is  highly  dangerous.  While  it  didn’t 

Houston  ^:he12?oU^yd°me'  1,B  t0ld  VirtUally  the  — "line-up  on £dn  t 

^,-nT!?fn12//3irueW  °*lelns  s*ow  saw  Hernandez-DiBiase  over  Morton-Gibson .  Reed 

th  n111^  Kh+nJi  SU?de?  Pin  Street»  over  Williams-DQ  and  Ladd  over 

the  now-departed  T. A .  (to  the  Carolinas)  in  a  cage  match. 

Coh?!°pl!eicne!1COr,ier1;0i  th4s  ?re?  is  Terry  Daniels’  billed  as  a  member  of  the 
Cobra  Corps,  plus  Kimala  is  m  for  several  appearences.  Scandor  Akbar  has 

replaced  Jim  Cornette  as  the  area  manager,  with  a  stable  of  Buddy  Landell 
Link’  K^an  (left  for  Japan  since  then),  Hernandez  (now  billed  as 
Sheik  Hernandez)  and  associated  with  DiBiase  and  Williams.  This  mav  seem 

both  piion^tded  ?r!5de.  lAvbar  f0r  Corn?tte)  but  it  is  one  which  should  help 
both  circuits.  I  don  t  have  to  explain  why  it  will  help  Dallas,  however 

as  I  mentioned  earlier,  Cornette  and  the  Express  vs.  Express  feud  had  gotten 

?Jaie,  my  ,A^bar  is.used  more . correctly  in  this  circuit  than  he  was 

m  Dallas,  although  he  s  still  of  limited  use. 

J  d?£’™£aV?  the  re?ults  of  the  12/27  show  in  Houston  which  drew  lust 
under  10,000;  however  it  was  headlined  by  a  two-ring  Battle  Royal  plus 
a  two- ring  six  man  stag  (Morton-Gibson- Duggan  ys  DiBiase-Hernandez-Williams) 
aiso  Rerry  Von  Erich  vs  Hino  Hernandez,  Reed  vs  Landell  in  a  shoe  shine  ’ 
match  and  Billy  Joke  vs  Kimala  snine 

.  T*le  changing  of  Reed  took  place  at  the  I1/7  Shreveport  tapes  Akbar 
itv,S1fnine  Landef^'  §ave  him  a  gold  watch  as  incentive  to  get  Reed  to  ioin 

clnbberPfT0U^  n went  to  Reed  on  TV  and  Reed  broke  the  watch  and 
clobbered  Landell ,  and  was  eventually  attacked  by  DiBiase,  Hernandez  Akh=r 
and  Landell  before  Duggan  saved  him.  Actually  the  story  is  a  bit  more 
complicated  than  that,  but  the  scenario,  as  expected  was  done  extremely 
well.  Landell  in  particular  has  done  a  tremendous  job  on  TV  with  this  ermm 

months.  When  he  and  Reed  go  at  it,  he  makes  Reed  look 


in  the  past  three 
like  the  toughest 
disappointment  in 
so  much  one  would 


guy  in  the  world, 
how  Reed  is  going 
think  they'd  love 


I'm  told  there 


The  funny  thing  is 

over  as  a  baby  face.  The  fans  hated 
him  the  same  amount  when  he  switched 
can’t  figure  out,  this  hasn’t  been  the 


is 

him 


but  for  some  unknown  reason"  which  I 
case . 

Tim  Horner  is  a  newcomer.  Masked  Superstar  came  in  for  a  few  niehtc 
losing  to  Terry  Taylor  but  has  since  departed.  Master  Gee  (George  Welles) 
suffered  more  TV  defeats  before  leaving,  included  losing  to  a  one-legeed 
boston  crab  against  Hernandez.  s  ggea 


AWA 

AWA  HC  -  Kicky 
AWA  TTC  -  Road 


Martel 

Warriors 


Most  of  the  action  around  the  circuit  has  been  the  same,  with  Rick  Martel 
vs.  Jim  Garvin  headlining  Jevery  match  has  Martel  get  pinned  when  Garvin  1 
uses  an  object  on  him,  then  Wally  Karbo ,  or  in  San  Francisco  it  was  Leo 
Nomellim  informs  the  ref  and  a  DQ  gets  called).  I'm  sure  these  two  will 
continue  to  feud  in  January .  Surprisingly  enough,  the  matches  between  the 
two  have  been  fairly  good.  e  xne 

The  other  headline  match  has  been  Road  Warriors  vs.  Fabulous  Ones  and 
the  bouts  have  ranged  from  great  to  awful  to  average.  The  two  teams  are 
at  least. cooperating  with  one  another  unlike  in  their  early  matches  The 
bouts  mainly  end  with  interference  by  Paul  Ellering  in  the  first  match 
causing  a  DQ  or  even  a  Roadie  win,  a  re-match  with  the  Fabs  having  a  corner- 
man  (either  Baron  or  Crusher  in  a  bow-tie  and  top-hat)  and  double  interference 
DDQ  and  let  s  come  back  with  a  six-man- tag  which  is  too  brutal  to  contemplate 
The  12/13  San  Francisco  show  (first  one  after  a  successful  Battle  Roval) 
was  down  to  the  normal  1,200  which  included  those  basic  matches  A  show 
was  then  set  for  12/29,  but  canceled  and  they  won't  be  returning  until  1 /an 
There  has  been  trouble  in  Salt  Lake  City  as  well.  Tte  U/i^shSw  drew 
only  3,002  (Larry-Curt  Hennig  over  Bockwinkel-Saito-DQ ,  Garvin  pinned 
Brunzell ,  Roadies  over  Fabs  when  Ellering  hit  Keirn  with  a  chair)  The  1 ?/o 
show  drew  A 235  asHennig  pinned  Saito  (who  should  be  back  in  Japan  before^ 
you  read  this) ,  Martel  over  Garvin-DQ  and  Roadies  DDQ  Fabs  setting  up  the 

six-man.  I  don't  believe  any  of  the  previous  Salt  Lake  shows  had  drawn 
.Less  tnan  ^ ,  300  . 


sinoeeaCprinoeaCoSertaiasnheld  thUl  dr®W  12,000  (actually  near  capacity 
weren-t  available  to  be  sold)  ^R^L"^  °f  the  "eak  5?oSS  seats 

SS2  hadeproblemsWgettinI 

&:{Fi  “5t«4bft^0  ssTus'iiUSiii'  at&w* 

5«»  »»”*“”  ?£?. ”.S-u,S.b*S,.“53S/‘ 

Tn?£ei^\«ivision  it  is?ewe*ve  hear'lilht1^6  he  *°lds  <***  ^n’t  know 
£*>•  Llght  heavyweight  whatever  that  1^5*  heavyweight,  jr.  heavyweight 
beating  TV  wrestler  Buddy  Lane  ?^1?St,one  raeans^  on  12/ 6  Winnipeg 

flight  as  Fabs-Crusher  over  Roadi  Po_ti  f  ir?t  of  the  six-mans  took  place  that 
had  a  show  scheduled  12/8  but  it  wl  lering  when  Keirn  pinned  Animal  WWf 
Winnipeg  the  same  week  with  AwfdrawingTnnn  *  +  ^and  AWA  >*« s£ows 

Speaking  0f  the  WWF  (aren’t  WP  ^  ng  ?’000  to  WWF’s  1,000.  (early  Nov  ) 

the1£uebacey’Ve  had  French  announcers  so apparently  ?£St  r<3Cent  Can^ian‘ 
Quebec  area  again,  ottowa  has  turned  into  i  ^  ?”  f°ir*  to  try 

CENTRAL  f  them>  however. 

Central  States  HC  -  Harley  Race 

Central 

Th  •  ’  °Wn  Marty  Janotty 

o^^Battl^R  G°fdy  0DQ6R°  ad^a?riorLpaul  EllerinS  Mi1chael  Wayes-Buddy 

imagine  thl  b^ains^itHlkes1?,  3  Sh0t  at  Ri°  Flair  thePnext  week  ^Can”611 

would. make  almost'as  much  sensed"  ru^T  h"  TkanksSiving  afternoon  ??“ 

SU"  he  home  city  of  one  It  the  team' s  ^  ft*  afternoon  of  the  Sup“ 
tak^6  Place.  xeam  s  at  the  same  time  the  game  is 

a  SrV.Tg-i  “  L , 

Br{dyiCeD^1“0^e'r^^°Fo^  ‘“joe?*  &  ^he" ^ts*  tL/had^on*3 

2.70S  „ss?«  s;=H;/sv'.f? -ai"»  ~  ^7rarr,£*); 

ST.  LOUIS 

Missouri  State  HC  -  Jerry  Blackwell 

Blackwell  winning^Battle took  plaoe  12/7  before  4  500  with  T 
Pinned  Blackwe^in  a  £n?ti^„i£ha?Kalleeed  *50  .CO^Ke^y V^ric"* 
Royal)  which  i'm  told  was  a^ful  i^  ?5i£?r£y>wa£\held.°ut  of  the  Battle 
iggins  who  subbed  for  no-show  Kine  Knn  'n  ah°o  McDaniel  pinned  Hacksaw 
downed  Mr.  Pogo  &  Gypsy  Joe  Rn^  gT  ng  B^ndy:  Dick  the  Bruiser  4  Boh  „ 

sKiWrv.  sias  wSs-.rs.'a.’SKis;  s:  g?» 

The  next  card  is  l/4  with  Ri  n  ft  •  ^ 

wVknt\plus  Blackwell  vs.  Kerry  in  ^Mll8’  Bruifer  Brody  as  the  headline 
Wahoo  McDaniel  and  Haflley  Race  vs.  Bob  Backend  matCh’  Terry  Funk  vs- 

JARRETT  PROMOTIONS 
International  HC  -  Eddie  Gilbert 
National  HC  -  title  held  up 
National  TV  -  Ronnie  Garvin 
Southern  HC  -  Jerry  Lawler 
National  TTC  -  Bill  &  Scott  Irwin 

Southern  TTC  -  The  Interns  (Don  Bass  4  Rc«r  Sraith)  m  n 

The  biggest  news  here  is  v  v-  managed  by  Troy  Graham 

MidT\hnr  ?erry  Lawler  «hich  haseSttnh?hemenSH  maneuvering  by  Jerry 
Mid  South  Coliseum  in  Memphis  (f^  t  fn  3  dearease  in  the  rent  at 

g  tten_ parking  lowered  to  $1  from  $2  percent  of  the  gate)  and  has 

Basically  the  problem  here  ^  *  +. 

been  way  down.  The  promotion  flit  it  past  few  months  crowds  have 

because  the  Memphis  TV  show  is  the  Ne  ?  I  a  lack  of  interest  in  wrestlinr 

70  share).  They  blamed  f?  on  tSS ^$l°Per  se^tSSV?  ^  market  i2k  racing, 

when  an  entertainment  tax  was  levied  by  the  state  of  V.nKtUt*'d 

4fe 


sorry 
circus . " 
the  kids 


coming 
for 
Gosh , 
could 


whr0h  har  been  four  Percent*  became  11. 75  percent  because  of 
the  added  tax.  Jenny  Jarrett  went  on  TV  savi  ng  the  ,  use 

economically  leasable  and  hinted  at  puning^ut  of  the  citv  ITl*  W6ren,t 
time,  for  the  month  of  December,  all  Memphis  cards  had  general  admiLf on® 
tickets  lowered  to  $3  and  children  were  allowed  in  free  as  a 

askedSfansSto  sta^J’1®^^31'*6'5  3  campaien  where  Jarrett  and  Jerry  Lawfer  ^ 
asked  fans  to  start  writing  government  officials  to  repeal  or  *+  i*oo+ 

lower  the  tax  citing  the  fact  that  Ringling  Brothers  circus  won't  ha 

into  Tennessee  f or  the  first  time  in  108  £fars  and  !awU?le?? 

all  the  kids  growing  up  who  won't  have  a  chance  to  see  the 

Jerry,  if  you  weren't  so  hard  on  the  WWF  when  they  came  in 

see  the  circus  once  a  month.  1 

Anyway,  on  12/3  the  Memphis  crowd  with  the  lower  ticket  prices  was  the 
largest  in  quite  a  while  (estimated  at  9,000)  despite  a  horrid  linkup  on 

ma+oh'w-^1!  eVSnTt  S?W  Ri°  Rude  pin  Kin®  KonS  Bun^  in  a  loser  leaves  town 
Jerry  Lawler  as  the  ref.  An  excellent  TV  incident  was  set 
with  Lawler  and  Rude  getting  into  it  the  12/1  show  and  Rude  goinl  into  the 
wljhTa' fhair  looking  to  smash  up  Lawler's  car  as  he  had  a  few 
?+  kack  and  Lawler  tackled  him  in  the  parking  lot  and  they  went  into 
if.  This  actually  established  Rude  as  the  heel  in  this  rna+rh  vM  +  ^ 

Ih2n  one®  fn+hrBS  W°2  th®  B?uthern  tag  belts  from  Stan  Lane  & ’steve  ^eir/1 
when  one  of  them  used  an  object  to  head-butt  and  pin  Keirn  in  a  bout  wi 

a  good  ending  but  all  in  all  not  very  good  Also  Bill  &  t  •  j 

Randy  Savage  &  Lanny  Poffo  (no  word/b^?  this  had  potential  be  good°eVe®n 
though  mast  reports  on  the  Irwins  aren't  favorable)  to  keep  their  National 


Valiant  pinned  Plowboy 
who  subbed  for  Kimala  who 


tag  belts,  Lawler  beat  Bob  Roop  via  DQ  and  Jimmy 
Frazier  (now  called  Playboy  Frazier,  more  later; 
never  made  any  appearences  on  this  circuit. 

The  12/10  show  saw  the  crowd  drop  a  little  with  the  samp  low 

v!^en+d?Wned  p3dw_DS  W!3en  Interns  interfered,  Irwins  kept  tag  belts  over 
^TOmmy  RlSh’  Rand^  Ravage  beat  Eddie  Gilbert-DQ,  Interns  over  Tim 
Ashley-Savage.  However  by  the  12/17  show,  even  with  the  low  prices  the 
crowd  was  below  2,000  for  this  line-up  ( Rude-Interns  vs  Lawle?-Savaee-Val i *n+ 
llbert  defending  vs.  Johnny  Wilhoit,  Sharpe  defending  the  Mid  American  title  ’ 
vs  Lanny  Poffo,  Terminators  vs  Mark  &  Brad  Batten  and  Tim  Ashley  &  Steve 
Constance  vs  Ken  Wavne  &  Danny  Davis,  the  unmaksed  Nightmares  who  were  de-hoode 
12/15  on  television).  By  the  way,  Rude  didn't  appear  on  that  card  and  hL 
since  left  the  area.  Actually  it  doesn't  take  mSch  to  figure  out  why  thev 
a£?!l t  drawing  and  the  political  and  economic  reasons  aside,  the  TV  show  is 
still  entertaining  to  watch,  however  I  can't  see  a  fan  having  any  incentive 
to  watch  a  line-up  like  that.  The  Terminators  (John  Voight  &  Dan  Rignati) 
were  the  closest  things  to  bodybuilders  and  to  graduation  from  Eddie  Sharkey's 
camp,  but  if  you  ve  seen  them  they  weren't  too  close  to  either.  I  remain  y 
apalled  every  time  I  see  Ashley  &  Constance  even  though  in  a  year  I  ml v  have 
to  eat  my  words.  Actually  Wilhoit,  although  small,  il  a  capable  wrestler  aid 
t^r°”s  t!le  best  dropkick  in  the  U.S.,  however  he's  been  beaten  so  many  times 

G?lber?rilra  semi-Smaile  1  d°Ubt  3ny°ne  °°nsidered  him  a  threat  to 

Anyway,  after  that  crowd,  Mid  South  Coliseum  officials  realized  Jarrett 
truly  may  leave  Memphis.  Actually  I  was  told  they  woultf  just  leave  the  ^ 
Coliseum  except  for  one  show  per  month,  and  use  a  5»000  seat  building 
downtown  for  the  other  three  cards.  The  rent  was  dropped  and  parkinf  was 
dropped  from  $2  to  $1,  and  in  turn  regular  tickets  were  rolled  back  from  n 
top. to  a  $6  top.  They're  still  working  on  eliminating  the  entertainment 

co-host  with  Lance  Russell  on  this  show  much 
Russell  *  s  long-time  co-host,  Dave  Brown,  a 
has  worked  this  capacity  for  9^  years,  is  now 
duties.  I  m  told  that  during  the  commercial 
cat-called  by  fans  telling  him  to  "Go  back  to 
petition  started  at  “ 


$7 


Gordon  Solie  remains  as  a 
to  the  chagrin  of  many  fans, 
popular  local  weatherman  who 
relegated  to  ring  announcing 
breaks  at  tapings  Solie  gets 
Georgia."  There  was  even  a 


+  p  —  - —  —  Memphis  arena  matches  trying 

•to  get  Gordon  dumped.  Solie  being  on  the  show,  at  least  as  a  try-out  was  R 
more  or  less  at  the  insistence  of  Ole  Anderson.  Actually  I  don't  think  Solie 
hurts  the  show  too  much,  mainly  because  Lance  is  obviously  the  top  bannana 
Adrian  Street  and  Terry  Taylor  ware  due  in  on  the  12/28  show.  Mike  Sharpe 
was  given  the  Kid  American  title  when  Kostia  Korchenko  was  done  awav  with  ^ 
He's  since  mainly  wrestled  Poffo.  y  wlxn- 

Plowboy  Frazier  is  now  using  the  name  Playboy  Frazier,  wearing  tuxedos 
and  jewelry.  They've  done  several  humorous  things  with  Stan.  For  a  few  weeks 
Stan  kept  complaining  about  all  the  phone  calls  from  girls  he's  been  gettine 
and  telling  girls  to  quit  sending  him  their  underwear.  Another  week  goes  bv 
and  Stan  starts  throwing  girls  underwear  all  over  the  studio  saying  girls  keep 


then" opens  it  with  underwear°fit  for  Wih?  8  packa6e •  addressed  to  Frazier 
jhe^b3§^beal''^bqa^na‘'’aht?^  Among^th^resul^s^^  'S^°,,W^e*U^J'®®0  for’ 

asvssiK  aas*i  ?&■  r Bll 

;.  ^‘ssa.rja.si  Ss £ 1?? 

Valiant  and  in  the  finals  Trwinon  X  ?  er  Wamors.  Irwins  over  Lawlpr  I 
$100,000.  Also  everyone Ar?s*rong  &  Rogeau  for  the  supposed 

downed  the  New  York  Assassins  via  coun^n  ?3g  ??“  of  ’85>  01e  &  T-Bolt 
Daniel.  la  count  out  and  Ron  Garvin  DC0R  Wahoo  Me 

Ashley,  EddiemGilbert  over  J^-rv^ates^^a^®  Blondes  over  Constance  & 

Roop  DC0R  Valiant,  Garvin  oinned  (w**  t  Ru?e  &  Rogeau  DDQ  Dirty  White  Bovs 
Lawler  beat  Jason  (jim  Nelson/Bn^°=  !aker\  (get  that  videotape  to  me  fast? 
Assassin  the  previous  show)  via  DQ  £^c°hv.who  aPPeared  as  a  New  York  t  ’ 
Rich_&  Armstrong,  and  Ole  &  T-Bolt’won +Jr*in?  kept  the  tag  belts  beatigg 
Frazier  who  subbed  fbr  Kimala  jL  *he  main  event  over  Bundy  &  Stan”R 

*ag  team  tournament,  on  the  h^els  of^e  U/,F  0mni  "aS  1/1  "i™  ano^er 

and  why  waste  time  doing  so?  6  11/18  one’  Wh°  can  figure  it  out 

They  announced  o^TV^hev  rr^h^^i1- ed  by  01e  4  »-Bolt  vs  the  Terminator 
shortly  They  tad^Pi&S^S^^b^ a"d  ^hingfc™1^?^ 
show  in  Columbus  which  drew  2  S00  Was  pulled  on  them.  The  11/24 

a  team  called  The  Assassins,  however  onifon/L!13^'0?8-  01e  4  T^Bolt  over 
and  he  teamed  with  Ito.  ly  one  Assassin  (3urcohv)  was  there 

Ashley  &  Constance  in  a  lofer  *heelS’  h°«ever)  ,  Wayne  &  Daviibeat 

Wilhoit,  Lawler  DDQ  Gilbert  and  Sh  t0W"  match  (hurray!)?  Street  pinned 
Sharpe  defending  the  Mid-A  strap  The  1/6  sh°«  has 

B°ys.  “ap  against  Savage  and  Interns  vs.  Dirty  White 

-  MONTREAL 

International  HC  -  King  t nnan 

Quebec  TV  -  Sailor  Moondog  White 

Internationa!  TTC  -  Riok  faUnUn,  .  nit. 

(Kerry  BrownJ^White^on^i^ta^bll1!  i™"  Din°  Brau°  and  Valentine 

Jacques  then  left  and  Rav  stared  t 3lt?  fro1?  Ray  R°geau  &  Jacques  Rogeai 

“^herhaf/big^h^u/s5^  m31"6  aeanasWCrushedrCarPentier  Wh°  acaa>~diAg  to 
Ray  Rogeau  in  30:4?  and  Rick^'llarf1"'?1'031  drawing  12,123  having  Ric  Flair  pin 
of  title  matches.  11/7  in  Quebe^Ci ??"  ''13sked  S^rstar  in  I2V38  [„  3  c  r 
4  Bravo-COR,  Billy  Robinsfn  &  Rav  S3W  Tonga  &  SuPerstar  over  Jos'LeDuc 

next  Montreal  show  was  ll/26&with  T?f!®Uq°Ver  :alentine  &  White-DQ.  The 
Mighty  Igor  and  11/28  in  Q^hlnS'I  g  Superstar-'"hi1:e  over  Rogeau-LeDnn 

R°bKevin  KeirV°'DQ’  Superstar  piM^LeDuc^11^  ^  Butcher  4  Tonga  beat 
Kevin  Kelly  appearing  and  losing  in  ^reHms  here. 

flori  da 

Southern  HC  -  Fez  Whatley 
Florida  HC  -Jesse  Barr 

TTC  -  Jim  Neidhart  &  Krusher  Khrushchev 

area!10  Haye^a^rived^pretendin/t/be1^?^  Hayes  who  is  now  hooking  the 
studio,  gave  Gordon  Solie  a  prefen?  !  ,!?hng  a  quick  visit  from  a  re’corfinr 

**&£"■  *M  < s  sa  syasa  s  Kr/sxari 

I  assume  Neidhart  will  ho 

wwf  aPpearences  starting  in  February  Then*53  s^ortly  since  he’s  billed  for 
WWF  shows  in  Western  Cadada  durine  nAv/v®  agaln*  Neidhart  was  billed  for 
„  Billy  Jack  only  returned  fof  „L  !  efbfr  ?nd  wasn’t  there  either. 

Barr  also  "injured"  Billy  Graham  in  a  tv  lo?lag  to  Jesse  Barr  every  night 
mainly  feuding  with  Briaf  Blfif  Ihilh Wraham  is  gone.  Barf  is 
won  severai  non-title  matches  via  coSnt  SSt  ^  raatches-  Blair  has 

Humperdink’frf0™efr?^m  of  Kifg'cfbf  WHatley  being  given  the  credit 
hair)  4  Mad  Max  (Scott^ffisrihen  had  se^e^/f^^^  "1^  Waeh^bionde 
&  Sweet  Brown  Sugar  (Skip  Young).  1  tag  matches  losing  to  Whatley 

Rhodes  was  in  onStheS°2/l8f fhow  te^-’  loslng  every  night  to  Blair.  Dusty 

Khruschev-Saint.  Bob  Backlund  onl/'f wefkf?611  t0  b®at  Neidha^- 


Koko  Ware  &  Norvell  Austin  have  been  in  with  several  wins  over  the  Youngblob 
brothers  who  seem  to  be  on  their  way  out.  Terry  Gordy  and  possibly  Buddy 
Roberts  are  expected  at  least  for  a  few  appearences.  Stella  Mae  French 
and  Nicola  Roberts  wretlled  every  night  during  Christmas  week  for  this 
group.  Scott  McGhee  returned  from  Japan.  Ric  Flair  was  in  during  the 
first  week  of  January. 

MID  ATLANTIC 

United  States  HC  -  Wahoo  McDaniel 

Ed  Atlantic  HC  -  Ron  Bass 

Mid  Atlantic  TV  -  Tully  Blanchard 

NWA  jr.  HC  -  Dennis  Brown 

NWA  TTC  -  Dusty  Rhodes  &  Manny  Fernandez 

Mid  Atlantic  TTC  -  Ron  Bass  &  Black  Bart 

Not  much  new  here  although  crowds  as  anticipated  have  been  horrible  since 
Starcade.  The  12/8  Greensboro  show  drww  4,000  which  isn't  bad  at  all  as  Ric 
Flair  pinned  Tully  ^lanchard ,  Wahoo  McDaniel  pinned  Buzz  Tyler,  Dusty  Rhodes- 
Manny  Fernandez-Keith  Larson  over  Ivan-Nikita  Kolof f-Khrusher  Khrushchev 
and  the  best  bout  saw  Ricky  Steamboat-Dick  Slater  over  Ron  Bass-Black  Bart 
via  DQ  from  what  I  heard.  The  next  night  in  Charlotte  saw  the  same  matches 
except  Rhodes-Fernandez  beat  the  Kolof fs  in  a  cage  match.  12/10  Greenville 
also  saw  Flair  appear,  pinning  Wahoo  McDaniel  before  2,000. 

Don  Kernodle  returned  for  some  late  December  appearences  teaming  with 
the  likes  of  Tyler  and  Fernandez  to  go  against  the  Koloffs. 

Newcomers  to  the  area  include  Steve  Casey,  who  I  know  little  about, 

Magnum  T. A .  and  Billy  Gfcafehm  (as  a  bad  guy).  Several  bunkhouse  matches 
upcoming  with  Rhodes-Slater-Steamboat  vs  Bass-Bart-Blanchard . 

The  crowds  for  most  of  the  other  carfds  (which  haven’t  included  Flair) 
have  been  non-existent.  In  fact  I'm  told  not  to  be  surprised  if  a  few 
key  personnel  depart  from  here  shortly. 

SOUTHEAST 

Southeastern  HC  -  Jimmy  Golden 
Alabama  HC  -  Porkchop  Cash 
Continental  HC  -  Bob  Armstrong 
US  jr.  HC  -  Billy  Ash 
Southeastern  TTC  -  Pat  &  Randy  Rose 

Jimmy  Golden  won  the  Southeast  crown  from  Austin  Idol  on  11/22  in 
Birmingham.  Ron  Fuller  helped  his  cousin  with  this  one. 

A  loser  leaves  town  match  was  held  11/28  won  by  Mr.  Olympia  (Jerry  Stubbs) 
over  Arn  Anderson,  however  Anderson  has  since  returned  because  Olympia  used 
the  ropes  for  leverage  in  scoring  the  win. 

Ric  Flair  was  in  on  the  12/3  card  and  went  to  a  30:00  draw  with  Bob 
Armstrong. 


OTHER  NOTES:  Kerry  Von  Erich  didn’t  get  the  part  in  the  taro ie  Rocky  IV  as 
Sly  Stallone’s  russian  opponent.  It  went  to  a  Swedish  kick  boxer.  Nikita 
Kolof f  was  also  one  of  the  finalists  for  the  role.  .  .  Everyone  will  have 
seen  the  Roddy  Piper  incident  at  the  ’’awards  ceremony”  by  now  but  firit 
reports  are  that  it  was  really  good.  .  .  l/l  Los  Angeles  drew  8,372  for 
a  terrible  card  as  Smirnofff  pinned  Ken  Shephard,  Muraco  pinned  Hanson, 

JYD  pinned  Sheik,  Jack  Armstrong  drew  Steve  Pardee  in  a  20:00  bout  which 
took  only  10:00  normal  time,  Valentine  over  Tito-DQ,  Rose  pinned  Strongbow, 
Ritcher  beat  Judy  Martin  and  Snuka-Tonga  Kid  over  Piper-Orton-DQ .  The  main 
event  was  supposed  to  have  been  excellent,  with  Tonga  bleeding  badly  after 
Piper  hit  him  with  a  chair.  Snuka  was  barely  in  the  ring  the  entire  match 
which  tells  me  they  are  still  hiding  him.  Aside  from  the  main  event  the 
bouts  ranged  from  bad  to  boring  to  worse.  .  .  20/20  will  be  doing  a  segment 
on  pro  wrestling  within  the  next  month  or  two.  Eddy  Mansfield  will  be 
featured.  DON'T  MISS  IT.  .  .  Terry  Taylor  won  the  International  title  in 
Memphis  from  Eddie  Gilbert  on  12/28.  .  .  Kevin  &  Kerry  &  Mike  Von  Erich 
regained  the  six  man  crown  from  Hernandez-Roberts-Adams  on  12/31  in  Ft. 
Worth.  Flair  comes  in  to  face  Kerry  with  the  title  changing  via  DQ  on 
1/7  Ft.  Worth  and  undoubtedly  they’ve  got  a  good  ending  for  that  one. 

They  also  have  a  Star  Wars  card  on  l/28  and  I  expect  they’ll  run  Flair 
vs  Kerry  one  more  time  at  that  one.  .  .  Billy  Jack  is  now  wrestling  under 
his  real  name ,  Billy  Haines ,  in  the  Dallas  area •  He  gave  an  interview  where 
he  decided  to  throw  away  his  gimmick  and  his  cowboy  hat  and  he  just  wanted 
to  be  himself.  .  .  Velvet  McIntyre  &  Desiree  Peterson  are  billed  as  womens 
tag  champs  in  the  WWF.  Princess  Victoria  (Victoria  Tosi)  has  left  the 
WWF  coincidentally  at  about  the  same  time  Don  Muraco  is  returning  from 
Hawaii.  Speaking  of  Muraco,  word  I  get  is  he's  about  the  same  as  when 
he  left.  .  .  1/2  Oakland  drew  11, 669  as  Jerry  Monti  drew  Pardee  in  a  legit 
20:00,  Welles  pinned  Smirnoff,  Rose  pinned  Strongbow,  Putski  pineed  Guy 
Lambert,  JYD  beat  Sheik,  Richter  pinned  Martin,  Muraco  pinned  Hanson, 
Valentine  beat  Santana-DQ  and  Piper-Orton  were  dq'd  vs  Snuka-Tonga  I'm 

6Vent  W3S  eXCellent’  Next  LA 


.  It 


ver 


ve 


probably  as  Billy  Haines  L  t?*  i"  the  Northwest.  Billy  will^et®  °Ut 
Kendo  stick  match.  ®Mike  S»  i~\,,a*,8,lti  s°metime i n  Februar^fn  ’ 

On  TV  12A?  f0t.at  Jaggers  lat£  o^LTanr^Vf  the  toP  beel  He 
bloody  Jaggers  ”p?e(i.t:,'e  belt  into  shreads  and^usea  +w  but  stole  the  belt. 

Jaggers  winning  Sn  l'g/S!  an  interview?  They  £et  ?n  h®  medal  Part  to 
match  onlyH^i th  Sarbe^ire^nV*11  be  ^0^00^^^™ 

copying  thp  <5rtl,+  v,  1°  Wlre  on  top  of  the  onxro  A„  wlTfl  another  cape 

that's  on  its  la«riSt  Promotion .  Makes  sensfio  it  y2u  Can  see-  they're 

lr.e?U°s  s-^irr^r s.s?s;; 

Mat?gBorneRre?u?nedei2/|He^y&Ga^la^°*yB^lyiTwolagUsP(R“i*hTb°P  ^allengers 
12/15  left  fnr  ^  ■  2/1  and  two  weeks  later  =■?+  Ea?le?  (Relamoago  Leon) 

Stubbs)  vs.  Arn  inderson  TL^inr'  Jim^  Golden  t  0  „S  “*  Saw 
that  Ron  Fuller  will  h!  .  interesting  part  about  thQ  Pi  (Jerry 

Christmas  shoI  drew  a  naarT^6  G°?den  **&*'  Ms  broker’ ^  °iV% 

EsE  & 

with  The  s.i„"r;K  •hi*r;/,csXnn;t;  s™. l 

•L-arrame  Johnson.  if  it’q  tv,0  i  +21  Xwo  ex~temale  wrestlers  Tanvo  u/«  4.  e 
on  the  card  woo  „  *  1T  s  the  latter,  then  Stella  *  0  fs;  ianYa  *est  or 

a?.wl-r  Kiss!*;  •*"  w* 

Iwhc  wrestles  Mer  th’“SS/iw/lESho"  pl.lr  v,  wSti.J/B®'  ,, 

SS.S5SS^;"&*Ssst»*.«  SKBSS.*-"  &r:VS- *> 

Hi- « 

+  ‘  e  iVian  Gan£  headed  to  Dallas  *  f/^y  be  split  up  inside  the  fipht 

rnado  Snuka-Tonga  vs  Piper-Orton" ' Bri o  ^  ha?  Santana  vs  Valentine 
card  m  Queens,  New  York  has  Rond  w  Br}scos  vs  Adoni s-Murdoch  1/00  ’ 

Superstar.  Keirn  ,s  Kaissey?  Backiundry  °I|oVn%Gagne-?run2el"  * '  S^n  Un  e  vs 
fi^e1reatine  tidbits  in  January's  WWF  nrmfr  Bass’  ,raldeets  and  more.  .  . 

wrestlersStl.'sfndnterP^Se?"  *r°m  CoiSmbf  C?)  re^ruf  ti n/n30®' •  by  K°°lah 

about  his  illness.  Jesse's  on  Mrea®+w?es?ines'  1  Oust  get  third-hand  infnl 

heMl^M6  a°  hiS  doct°r.  if  Jesse  bLL  VdJifdrugs  +°hk®ep  from  clotting. 

■  e  11  bleed  to  death.  That’s  nro  ++i,  during  a  match  he  won't  clot  and 

to  sen  tickets,  even  if  in  ^abty  soaryf"d  ^ite  a  sick  method  for  Irving 
ln  lua  dressing  room  at  the  recent  p  /°a  ,  arriors  broke  Ken  Lucas' 

This  came  about  because  a  T  boot  u  WraS\tlln?  USA  tapings  in  Las 
,  ^  (Ron  Pope)  against  the  Roadieq  3S  with  Lucas  Sc  Magnificent 

a°iobbLde?'  L,uca®'  wh°  baa  ^e'n^out^f  ^^tlina®  ffailure  to  cooperate  on 
a  jobber  in  a  long  time,  didn't  appreciate  thiSF  e?  a,yesr  and  hadn't  been 
not  selling  his  moves,  so  of  course  ho  o+®  thj  Roadies  (Hawk  in  particular) 
turned  his  back  on  the  finishing  oi  n  +  h  "  ?PPec^  soiling  their  moves.  Lucas 
then  kicked  out  of  the  pin  just  at  throe11^  raa!gn&  the  move  look  very  poor 
never  been  hit.  The  Veeas  three  and  walked  out  of  the  ring  like  hL’a 

since  the  series  began.  It  was  unlikePfhtt4WA hSrP  Snd  bh°  besttset  of  tapes 
and  they  had  several  interviews  taped  fn^+h  A|it0  h®Ve  Such  a  Pood  atmosphere 
one  with  von  Raschke  in  a  San^  Claus  f u  N^«88t*  including  one  inane 
in  Japan  March  8-15.  Psul  Ellering  actuallv'  ^  ^t®  WSV’  the  Roadies  appe  =  r 
shown  promoting  the  trip.  Brody  J  Hansen  1  U  !  ‘i  T™"  MS  interview 

oe  in  Japan  at  the 

JO 


same  time 


i  , 

but  I  doubt  the  two  teams  will  meet.  .  .  New  Japan  opened  '85  with  a  l/l 
Tokyo  show  as  Inoki-Fu jinami  DDQ  Hogan-Samoan  #3  when  the  Strong  Machines 
interfered,  also  Machines  beat  Sakaguchi-Kimura  and  Cobra-Hoahino  DDQ  Hiro 
Saito-Umanosuke  Ueda.  After  the  card  Hulk  challenged  Inoki  to  a  singles 
match  and  Inoki  accepted.  But  then  in  the  dressing  room  after  the  card  Inoki 
told  reporters  he  won’t  wrestle  Hulk  because  Hulk  is  still  injured  and  not 

f cl  ^paClty*  he  sald  he  wanted  the  match  at  Madison  Square  Garden 

Shea  Stadium  or  at  the  new  Tokyo  Sumo  Hall.  (Fat  chance  on  the  first  two) 

1/3  saw  Hulk  pin  Toguchi ,  Inpki-Fu jinami-Kimura  over  .Machines-Hiro  Saito  vi* 
DQ.  Strong  Machine  #3  and  #4  debuted  this  series  and  all  I  know  at  present 
are  they  are  two  very  large  men,  one  of  which  is  possibly  Shunji  Takano^ 

Mike  Sharpe  didn't  show  up  for  his  New  Japan  booking  as  many  expected  ^inoe 
he  quit  WWF  .  All, Japan  opened  with  sellouts  the  first  threMnfgfttsH?0 
Korauken  Hall.  They  re  holding  back  on  the  matchmaking,  but  thev've  sot 
so  much  talent  they  are  booking  40  wrestlers  per  show.  By  the  end  of  thp 

w^MostZ/th6  UP-t0  4,4  wr«s3l8FS  Per  show"  a  tout  13  quickie  itches 
wlt*L most  of  them  six-man  and  four  mans.  Choshu  and  Hamaguchi  did  apne^r 

^  teatinp  Tenryu  &_  Motes  hi  Okuras  .  so  that  is  settled.  However  Smith  & 

Kid  will  not  be  appearing  on  TV  this  series.  Lawler  &  Jimmy  Valiant  arrivp 
for  a  week  ir}  January.  I  can  hardly  wait  because  they’ve  n«ver  seen 

anyone  like  Valiant  there.  Masa  Saito  debutes  l/6 .  1/2  series  ooener  saw 

12  quickie  bouts  with  Baba-Kabuki-Tsuruta  over  Tsurumi-Singh-Rusher  ^imura 
Choshu-Yatsu  over  Ishikawa-Tenryu ,  Khan  pinned  Gypsy  Joe,  Kid-Smith  over  ’ 
Hamaguchi -Ter a ni shi  (probably  the  best  bout),  Tiger  Mask-Ham ada  over  Los 
Brazos  from  mexico,  plus  prelims  with  Aguayo,  Giant  Haystacks  (billed  as 
b-foot-H  5°°  pounds  but  undoubtedly  very  poor  since  he's  buried  low  on 
the  shows),  Kobayashi,  etc.  Top  bouts  1/3  saw  Tsuruta-Kabuki  over  Sinsh-Joe 
Choshu-Hamaguchi  over  Okuma-Tenryu ,  Smith-Kid  over  Tige r  Mask-Dragon  *nd  ’ 
Inoue-Hamada  over  Los  Brazos.  .  .  Baba  will  feud  with  Khan  and  Kimurathe 
early  part  of  this  year.  .  .  The  Crocketts  have  a  show  1/17  in  Fitt^burah 
at  the  6,000  seat  Convention  Center  with  Rhodes  vs  "Super  Destroyer"  and 
^  o  «?*?**®  ys  Fernandez-Kernodle  plus  they  announced  Backlund,  Billy  Graham 
and  Flair  will  appear  .  .  .  Newcomer  to  the  Carolines  is  The  Barbarian 
(Kin?  Konga ,  Tonga  John).  .  .  Chic  Donovan  back  in  Georgia  as  a  prelim. 

In  Southwest,  John  Boyd  is  back  wrestling.  On  12/l?  in  San  Antonio  he* 
finally  had  his  showdown  with  Joe  Blanchard  in  the  cripple  vs.  cripple  m*tch 
and  lo  and  behold  Boyd  wasn't  crippled  after  all  and  destroyed  Joe*  in  the 
match.  I  don't  like. some  things  about  Southwest,  but  a  surprise  like  that  I 
enjoy.  The  stipulations  were  that  all  the  wrestlers  were  to  be  locked  in 
the  dressin?  room,  so  Boyd  continued  to  annihilate  poor  Joe  with  of  all 
things,  the  claw  hold  (they've  even  got  a  sense  of  humor).  Anyway,  Scott 
Casey,  a  "retired"  wrestler  was  in  the  audience  and  saved  Joe/  l/6  San 
Antonio  has  Embry-Boyd-Sullivan  vs.  Scott  Casey-Sweetan-Chicky  Starr  in 
the  main  event  and  Clski-Rick  Casey  defend  SW  tag  belts  a?ainst"The  Mowe^v’s" 
supposedly  the  members  of  a  Polynesian  tribe  and  probably  Tio  &  ^aru 
The  12/30  San  Antonio  show  drew-  3,000  or  so,  as  Swee tan-Starr  beat  Embrv- 
Greer  in  a  cage  match  which  ended  with  Sweetan  giving  Greer  a  million  or 
so  piledrivers  (Greer  has  left  the  area)  and  The  Sheepherders  returned,  billed 
as  World  tag  Champs,  and  were  dq ' d  against  Madril  &  Brooks  and  durin®  the 
match  they  "broke  Brooks'  leg.".  .  .  Interesting  the  12/30  S*n  Antonio 
show  for  Southwest  outdrew. the  World  Class  show  in  the  same  city  which  had 
Kevin  , on  Erich  pin  Adams  in  a  lumberjack  match,  Fulton-Rosers  over  Guerreros— 
DQ  and  Kerry-Billy  Haines  over  Hernandez-Robe rts  while  Gordy  pinnin?  Missing 
Link  in  a  loser  leaves  town.  Flair  vs  Kerry  no  DQ  on  l/lO  plus  Gordv  vs^ 

Rip  Oliver,  Haines  vs  Hernandez  and  Morton-Gibson  debut  vs  Condrey-Eaton 
1/1  Tampa  drew  3.500  as  FLair  pinned  Whatley  in  a  good  match,  the^  Youngb'i  oods 
won  the  U.S.  tag  belts  from  Khrushchev-Neidhart ,  Barr  DDQ  Blair  in  a  bout 
I<m  told  was  great  and  the  Fla.  title  is  now  held  up,  Mantell  pinned  Saint 
in  a  lumberjack  match,  the  PYTs  drew  McGhee  &  Frank  Lang  (sub  for  One  Man 

+Gan£)  a.nd  Skip  *oung  pinned  King  Cobra'  •  •  Ric  Rude  and  Missing  Link  headed 
to  Florida.  I  believe. Rude  will  be  a  babyface  which  would  be  a  tremendous 

waste.  .  .  i/L\  st.  Louis  drew  7.5 00  as  Flair  beat  Brody  via  DQ  5  n  23:00. 

It  was  announced  both  in  the  newspapers  and  the  hotline  this  wasa  DDQ  but 
they  were  mistaken.  The  ref  was  ko ’ d  in  the  same  manner  he  always  is  Chen 
tY±ty^et  t0£ether-  Chairs  were  flying  and  the  end  came  when  Fl*ir  jumped 
off  the  top  ropes  and  Brody  stuck  a  chair  in  his  way,  ko-ing  Ric  The  ref 
then  draped  the  belt  over  Ric’s  prone  body  and  raised  his  hand.  Told  the 

I^C\WaS  ^ood'  but  not  as  S°od  as  some  of  their  previous  ones.  Semi-final 
§  stranger.  Blackwell  was  to  defend  the  Missouri  crown  against  Kerry  but 
Jerry  came  to  the  ring  doing  the  broken  arm  trick.  Funny  thing  was  Jerrv 
was  dressed  up  to  wrestle.  Anyhow,  Tug  Taylor  was  Blackwell ' s  appointed  ' 
stiff  sub,  and  Kerry  annihilated  him  in  all  of  4:00  with  the  figure  four 
lackwell  jumps^ after  Kerry,  but  unlike  the  usual  results  of  the  broken 
trick,  Kerry  quickly  got  the  advantage  and  chased  JE  away  in  a  hurry  ' 
jumped  Kerry  and  Kerry  KU'd  and  pinned  him  a  second  time'.  Elackwell  is 
i-iissouri  champ.  Race  drew  Eacklund  30:00  in  a  totally  scientific  match 
which  saw  the  fans  give  both  men  a  standing  ovation  at  its  conclusion.  Some 
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did  so  because  it  was  for*  +k0  . 

so  because  they  were  elan  a +  roost  part  a  great  match  I'm  tnl  h  n+u 

■?  were  both  wert  very  bloodvVer-’  ?aho°  McD^iel  pinned  Terrf Funk  " 

hufus  Jones-Bob  Brown  ovI^Roge^V^T'V"  3  shock  with  a  p  x  1,'" 
and  they  had  a  six  man  opened  ILmt?  ?•  r> Pogo'  Ken  Tirabs  heat  Art  Crews 

Te«yV?unk  iney  777  1/25  with  nS^va  k! rr^no”?’ ty  the  l°ne 

VS  Valenti n^f  1I  7  1/25  (Huik  vs  Orndorff"  Souke*™81^  head"t°-head 

°f  tSessj5)6iaSrsh^d:1Mhsr  s  "-iSS;™  ^sr?^0?  ■  Tit° 

ABwr?heSrieS  3pring?Stiv^1-raayD-a%:hat0t  "^tT^  •  SS&g^ 

leadera  bu^iAe  out°thPre^UTa  brief  Mention  Sf  the%S52i2fi?Jteniion  to  tha 

update.  Wyi^  Karboth:ndStBlaokiaSckWrrtlinR  Club  ^^^nthl^Le^is^^’^ 
but^the  ofie?ewaesn«f  i^iih  in  e«ee?%^S  1°  Harle^  *ace  "about 

^  7*  e^e"  been  considered  l^pu^hem"^"^0  “  3°d  stiU  make  money^5 
to  teach  them  a  lesson."  .  hera  ln  the  rin8  with  Backlund  &  rLi 

6  Orndorff?  Windham-Rotun'do^v  ^^Tong^Kid"’,/  s^Piper 

Ad^is-,^0t00^v^.^oHouston jSanta^ia'^^^^e^^J"  ™  ^tin)  ■ 

s£’S™  “«*  i vs  js 
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Will  bet+hPV>r?:W0  weeks  the  m^in  event  would  h77  ?nnounced  the  date,  the 
against  NeidhArt  Roberts  debuts  in  Florida1?/?  ?S  L?wler:  but  neith 

Tito  beat  GrS-W  afifp"V+  in  3  t0rnado  "etch  1?  0?l^do  "“T/ 

Atlanta  OmnPhas  PaSra!^^^  beat  Andre-JYD  also  Ai'a  bo.5 
cAn?e?t-Gr"fp‘®nd  3  ^n°h  °*  scnubASat?heID’  Shedk  vs  Mulligan  dAath  match, 

?-127Ks^rthr^r&JrW  f°?-  ''85:  'Tbe  -"^ta^rpi^L^ 

extremely  cooperativ'e  i„t  yl f°lkS  in  Memphis  ^?e 

For  more  info  contact  Pete  bO.  E  y  J  1°  w*PeCt  more  of  bbe  same. 
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